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R
eport on H

ouse H
earings 

 

 

C
ritic S

ays C
IA

 'M
issteps' N

ot S
ignificant 

W
ashington 

A
 le

a
d
in

g
 a

d
v
o
c
a
te

 o
f 

stronger congressional con-
trol over the C

IA
 concluded 

y
esterd

ay
 th

at its p
ast d

o
-

m
e
stic

 sp
y
in

g
 v

io
la

te
d
 

citizen
s' rig

h
ts b

u
t "w

as 
n
o
th

in
g
 earth

sh
atterin

g
 o

r 
significant." 

R
ep

resen
tativ

e R
o
b
ert 

G
ia

im
o
 (D

e
m

 - C
o
n
n
.), 

m
ade the com

m
ent to new

s-
m

e
n
 a

fte
r a

 c
lo

se
d
-d

o
o
r 

b
riefin

g
 icy

 C
IA

 D
irecto

r 
W

illiam
 C

olby for the H
ouse 

defense appropriations sub-
com

m
ittee. 

S
en

ato
r F

ran
k
 C

h
u
rch

 
(D

em
 .-Id aho ), m

eanw
hile. 

said
 th

at C
o
lb

y
 is rig

h
t in

 
d
ep

lo
rin

g
 th

e "alm
o
st h

y
s-

te
ric

a
l e

x
c
ite

m
e
n
t" su

r- 

ro
u
n
d
in

g
 re

p
o
rts o

f th
e
 

agency's activities. 
C

h
u
rch

, w
h
o
 h

ead
s th

e 
S

en
ate co

m
m

ittee lo
o
k
in

g
 

into C
IA

 activities, said he 
fears an

 o
v
er ex

cited
 pub-

lic 
clim

ate m
ig

h
t h

am
p
er 

his probe. 
G

iaim
o said C

olby has ad-
m

itted in public testim
ony 

that "T
here have been viola-

tio
n
s o

f rig
h
ts('" T

h
e co

n
-

gressm
an 

also
 accu

sed
 fo

r-
m

er 
C

IA
 D

irector R
ichard 

H
elm

s of 
giving 

congress-
m

en m
isinform

ation. 
"F

o
rtu

n
a
te

ly
 n

o
th

in
g
 

earthshattering or significant 
h
as tak

en
 p

lace," G
iaim

o
 

said. "B
ut it should serve as 

a w
arning to a free people to 

alw
ay

s b
e o

n
 th

eir g
u
ard

  

ag
ain

st an
y
 ty

p
e o

f secret 
agencies." 

G
iaim

o
 said

 w
h
at C

o
lb

y
 

h
as called

 th
e C

IA
's "few

 
m

isstep
s" also

 sh
o
w

 
the 

need 
for 

stronger control 
over intelligence agencies 
by the adm

inistration and 
C

ongress. 

H
e said "a great deal has 

been accom
plished" tow

ard 
establishing such control as 
a result of press disclosures 
of C

IA
 dom

estic spying, in-
cluding infiltration of anti-
w

ar dissident groups, and as 
a 

resu
lt o

f th
e W

aterg
ate-

in
sp

ired
 m

o
v
e fo

r g
o
v
ern

-
m

ent reform
. 

A
n exam

ple, G
iaim

o said, 
w

as the fact that C
olby for  

the first tim
e d

eliv
ered

 h
is 

to
p
 secret b

riefin
g
 o

n
 C

IA
 

operations 
yesterday m

orn-
in

g
 to

 th
e fu

ll 1
2
-m

em
b
er 

defense appropriations sub-
com

m
ittee rather than a se-

lect g
ro

u
p
 o

f sen
io

r m
em

-
bers. 

"W
e're n

o
w

 g
o
in

g
 to

 b
e 

able to question them
, to ob-

ject to
 areas o

f th
eir b

u
d
g
-

et," h
e said

., 

G
iaim

o
 an

d
 o

th
er m

em
-

b
ers refu

sed
 to

 an
sw

er an
y
 

questions on the content of 
C

olby's briefing. 

A
 m

ajo
r area still to

 be 
tak

en
 

up by the H
ouse and 

S
en

ate select in
tellig

en
ce 

subcom
m

ittees, he said, is 
w

hether C
IA

 
covert opera- 

tions abroad are really need-
ed. "A

re th
ey

 fru
itfu

l?" h
e 

said. "A
re they w

orthw
hile? 

S
hould the U

nited S
tates as 

a free n
atio

n
 m

o
rally

 in
-

v
o
lv

e itself in
 th

e ty
p
es b

f 
activities that have been al-
leg

ed
 to

 h
av

e tak
en

 p
lace 

w
ith our intelligence opera-

tions in places like C
hile?" 

C
olby acknow

ledged after 
the briefing that the H

ouse 
a n d S

enate investigations 
m

ay result in som
e reorgan-

ization 
of C

IA
 activities. 

"T
h
e
re

 m
ig

h
t b

e
 so

m
e
 

ch
an

g
es," h

e said
, "th

at is 
up to the legislative com

m
it 

tees." 
A

ssociated P
ress 


