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E
v

en
 b

efo
re th

e m
o

st recen
t ex

p
o

se 
o

f ch
arg

es ag
ain

st th
e C

en
tral In

telli-
g
en

ce A
g
en

cy
 (C

IA
), its freed

o
m

 to
 

co
n

d
u

ct clan
d

estin
e o

p
eratio

n
s ab

ro
ad

 
h

ad
 b

een
 q

u
ietly

 p
laced

 'b
y

 C
o

n
g

ress 
in

 a straig
h
tjack

et w
ith

 d
eep

ly
 d

istu
rb

-
in

g
 im

p
lic

a
tio

n
s fo

r th
is c

o
u

n
try

's 
security. 

T
h
e straitjack

et w
as an

 in
n
o
cu

o
u
s-

ap
p
earin

g
 am

en
d
m

en
t to

 th
e fo

reig
n

 
aid

 b
ill sp

o
n
so

red
 b

y
 R

ep
. L

eo
 R

y
an

, 
an

 o
b
scu

re C
alifo

rn
ia D

em
o
crat. H

is 
am

endm
ent, ,   req

u
irin

g
 P

resid
en

t F
o
rd

 
to

 rep
o

rt to
 C

o
n

g
ress th

e d
etails an

d
 

ju
stificatio

n
 o

f ev
ery

 secret C
IA

 fo
r-

e
ig

n
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n
 b

e
fo

re
 it c

a
n
 b

e
 a

p
-

p
ro

v
e
d
, sa

ile
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 la

st m
o
n
th

 
w

ith
o
u
t v

isib
le o

p
p
o
sitio

n
 fro

m
 an

 ad
-

m
in

istratio
n
 b

en
u
m

b
ed

 b
y
 th

e an
ti-

C
IA

 onslaught. 
W

h
at m

ak
es th

e R
y
an

 am
en

d
m

en
t a 

straitjack
et fo

r in
tellig

en
ce 'o

p
eratio

n
s 

is its sin
g

lin
g

 o
u

t th
e S

en
ate F

o
reig

n
 

R
elatio

n
s an

d
 H

o
u

se F
o

reig
n

 A
ffairs 

C
o

m
m

ittees am
o

n
g

 th
e "ap

p
ro

p
riate 

co
m

m
ittees" o

f C
o
n
g
ress w

h
ich

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t is o

rd
ered

 to
 tak

e in
to

 h
is 

confidence. 
M

em
b
ers o

f th
o
se tw

o
 co

m
m

ittees 
in

clu
d

e th
e m

o
st v

o
cifero

u
s critics o

f 
th

e C
IA

, p
articu

larly
 its clan

d
estin

e 
o

p
e
ra

tio
n

s o
r "d

e
p

a
rtm

e
n

t o
f d

irty
 

trick
s." U

n
til n

o
w

, th
eY

 h
ad

 n
o

 reg
u

lar 
access to

 in
tellig

en
ce secrets. S

u
p

er-
sen

sitiv
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 h

ad
 b

een
 lim

ited
 

to
 a

 h
a
n

d
fu

l o
f se

n
io

r m
e
m

b
e
rs o

f 
a
rm

e
d
 se

rv
ic

e
s a

n
d
 a

p
p
ro

p
ria

tio
n
s 

co
m

m
ittees, m

ak
in

g
 u

p
 th

e C
IA

 o
v

er-
sig

h
t p

an
els. N

o
w

 th
ese secrets w

ill b
e 

d
istrib

u
ted

 am
o
n
g
 n

early
 o

n
e th

ird
 th

e  

to
tal m

em
b
ersh

ip
 o

f C
o
n
g
ress, in

clu
d
-

in
g

 th
e C

IA
's m

o
st in

tran
sig

en
t critics. 

G
erald

 R
. F

o
rd

 an
d
 fu

tu
re p

resid
en

ts 
are th

u
s fo

rced
 to

 risk
 v

irtu
ally

 u
n
co

n
-

tro
llab

le secu
rity

 b
reach

es b
y
 h

o
stile 

m
em

b
ers o

f C
o

n
g

ress, so
m

e o
f, w

h
o

m
 

n
e
v

e
r h

a
v

e
 a

c
c
e
p

te
d

 th
e
 n

e
e
d

 fo
r 

C
IA

's se
c
re

t p
o

litic
a
l o

p
e
ra

tio
n

s 
ab

ro
ad

. In
 to

d
ay

's p
o
st-W

aterg
ate at-

m
o
sp

h
ere, w

h
ere leak

s o
f state secrets 

h
av

e b
eco

m
e a w

ay
 o

f life fo
r p

o
liti-, 

c
ia

n
s, th

is ra
ise

s a
 re

a
l q

u
e
stio

n
 

w
h

eth
er th

e C
IA

's fo
reig

n
 o

p
eratio

n
s 

can
 co

n
tin

u
e at all. T

h
at is, in

 fact, th
e 

in
ten

t o
f m

an
y

 co
n

g
ressio

n
al critics, 

w
h
o
 m

ain
tain

 th
e d

u
b
io

u
s n

o
tio

n
 th

at 
th

e b
lack

er arts o
f esp

io
n

ag
e are a u

se-
less co

ld
 w

ar relic. 
T

h
ere can

 b
e n

o
 d

u
ck

in
g

 th
e clear 

lan
g

u
ag

e o
f th

e R
y

an
 -am

en
d

m
en

t, 
w

h
ich

 b
eg

an
 o

p
eratin

g
 tw

o
 w

eek
s ag

o
, 

w
h
e
n
 S

e
n
. Jo

h
n
 S

p
a
rk

m
a
n
 o

f A
la

-
b

am
a, th

e n
ew

 ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e S

en
ate 

F
o
reig

n
 R

elatio
n
s C

o
m

m
ittee, ask

ed
 

fo
r a list o

f p
resen

t C
IA

 u
n

d
erco

v
er 

o
p

eratio
n

s ab
ro

ad
, w

ith
 th

eir ju
stifica-

tio
n
 attach

ed
. A

 letter fro
m

 P
resid

en
t 

F
o
rd

 w
as d

isp
atch

ed
 to

 S
p
ark

m
an

 last 
w

eek
 w

ith
 th

e co
m

p
lete list. 

S
parkm

an, w
ho has never been a C

IA
 

critic, o
b
v
io

u
sly

 so
u
g
h
t th

is ex
p
lo

siv
e 

p
iece o

f in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 p
ro

tect h
im

self 
fro

m
 C

IA
 critics o

n
 h

is co
m

m
ittee. 

S
p

ark
m

an
: is n

o
w

 d
iscu

ssin
g

 w
ith

 th
e 

C
IA

 a p
o
ssib

le m
eth

o
d
 fo

r ' safeg
u
ard

-
in

g
 th

is in
fo

rm
atio

n
, p

erh
ap

s a "n
eed

 
to

 k
n

o
w

" co
m

m
ittee ru

le w
h

ich
 w

o
u

ld
 

p
lace each

 sen
ato

r u
n
d
er o

ath
 n

o
t to

 
rev

eal it. 
S

k
ep

tics; in
clu

d
in

g
 m

an
y

 in
 C

o
n

-
g
ress, d

o
u
b
t th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 can

 b
e 

k
e
p

t in
v

io
la

te
. A

lth
o

u
g

h
 th

e
. R

y
a
n

 
am

en
d
m

en
t sin

g
led

 o
u
t o

n
ly

 th
e tw

o
 

fo
reig

n
 affairs p

an
els, it req

u
ires th

e 
P

re
s
id

e
n
t to

 "
re

p
o
rt"

 to
 o

th
e
r 

"ap
p
ro

p
riate co

m
m

ittees o
f th

e C
o
n
-

g
ress." T

h
at lan

g
u
ag

e is assu
m

ed
 to

 in
-

clu
d
e fu

ll m
em

b
ersh

ip
s o

f arm
ed

 'serv
-

ices an
d

 ap
p

ro
p

riatio
n

s co
m

m
ittees. 

T
his m

akes up a sm
all arm

y: 153 m
em

-
bers of six com

m
ittees (w

ith som
e over-

laps) in the last C
ongress, and probably 

m
o

re in
 th

e n
ew

 C
o

n
g

ress. 
Y

et, w
h

en
 th

e R
y

an
 am

en
d

m
en

t w
as 

p
assed

 b
y
 th

e H
o
u
se an

d
 S

en
ate w

ith
 

scarcely
 a m

u
rm

u
r in

 m
id

-D
ecem

b
er, 

n
eith

er th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se n

o
r th

e C
IA

 
m

ad
e an

y
 serio

u
s effo

rt to
 o

rg
an

ize  

resistan
ce. O

n
e R

ep
u

b
lican

 m
o

d
erate 

o
n

 th
e S

en
ate-H

o
u

se co
n

feren
ce co

m
-

m
ittee th

at w
ro

te th
e fin

al v
ersio

n
 o

f 
th

e
 fo

re
ig

n
 a

id
 b

ill la
st m

o
n
th

 w
a
s 

am
azed

 w
h
en

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se d

id
 n

o
t 

ap
p
eal fo

r h
elp

. 
"T

h
ey

 w
ere sh

ell-sh
o
ck

ed
 fro

m
 th

e 
C

h
ilean

 ex
p

o
se," h

e to
ld

 u
s, "an

d
 ju

st 
co

u
ld

n
't co

m
e to

 g
rip

s w
ith

 th
e fact 

th
at in

 th
is th

in
g

 th
ey

 w
ere p

lay
in

g
 

w
ith

 fire." 
T

h
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se w
as tru

ly
 d

ealin
g

 
w

ith
 m

u
ch

 m
o
re th

an
 it co

u
ld

 h
an

d
le 

last D
ecem

b
er w

h
en

 th
e fo

reig
n
 aid

 
b

ill, alread
y

 six
 m

o
n

th
s d

elay
ed

, cam
e 

u
p

 fo
r a fin

al v
o

te. T
h

e h
o

ttest issu
e 

w
as n

o
t d

rastic ex
p

an
sio

n
 o

f co
n

g
res-

sio
n
al. C

IA
 o

v
ersig

h
t b

u
t h

o
w

 to
 h

an
-

d
le an

o
th

er co
n

g
ressio

n
al effo

rt to
 d

ic-
tate p

o
licy

 in
 th

e attem
p
ted

 cu
t-o

ff o
f 

T
u

rk
ish

 aid
. 

M
o

reo
v

er, th
e d

am
ag

in
g

 ex
p

o
se o

f 
C

IA
's efforts to influence C

hilean poli-
tics, follow

ed by allegations of dom
es-

tic sp
y

in
g

, h
av

e created
 an

 an
ti-C

IA
 

m
o
o
d
 w

h
ich

 th
e b

eleag
u
ered

 W
h
ite 

H
o

u
se is u

n
w

illin
g

 to
 ch

allen
g

e. 
T

h
at m

o
o

d
 h

as d
estro

y
ed

 th
e co

n
-

g
ressio

n
al co

n
fid

en
ce in

 th
e C

IA
 n

ec-
essary

 fo
r it to

 fu
n
ctio

n
 p

ro
p
erly

. In
-

stead
, o

n
e-th

ird
 o

f C
o

n
g

ress is n
o

w
 

a
rm

e
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 rig

h
t to

 k
n
o
w

 th
e
 

a
g
e
n
c
y
's m

o
st se

c
re

t o
p
e
ra

tio
n
s 

ab
ro

ad
. U

n
d
er th

o
se ab

su
rd

 g
ro

u
n
d
 

ru
le

s, fo
re

ig
n
 so

u
rc

e
s e

sse
n
tia

l to
 

C
IA

's clan
d

estin
e activ

ities w
ill n

o
t 

'risk
 in

v
o
lv

em
en

t, fo
r fear 4

 exposure. 
O

n
ly

 tim
e w

ill tell th
e co

st to
 th

e n
a-

tio
n
 o

f su
ch

 a straitjack
et. 

1
9
7
5
, F

ield
 E

n
terp

rises, In
e. 

"G
e:o,  K

. o
rd

 a
n

d
 fu

tu
re p

resid
en

ts a
re th

u
s 

forced to risk virtually uncontrollable security 

breaches by hostile m
em

bers of C
ongress." 


