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C
IA

 a
n

d
 W

ritte
n

 W
o

rd
 

B
y Seym

our M
. H

ersh 
N

e
w

 Y
o
rk T

im
e
s 

W
ashington 

F
o
rm

er h
ig

h
-lev

el m
em

-
b
ers o

f th
e C

en
tral In

telli-
gence A

gency have said in 
in

terv
iew

s th
at, t o

 th
eir 

know
ledge, the agency's su-

p
er seer e t co

u
n
terin

tel-
ligence division never m

ade 
w

ritten reports on its sensi-
tiv

e activ
ities to

 R
ich

ard
 

H
elm

s o
r o

th
er to

p
 ag

en
cy

 
officials. 

In
 a series o

f recen
t tele-

p
h
o
n
e in

terv
iew

s, th
e fo

r-
m

er C
IA

 m
en

, in
clu

d
in

g
 

som
e w

ho had access to de-
tails o

f th
e ag

en
cy

's co
v
ert 

o
p
eratio

n
s o

v
erseas, s aid

 
that Jam

es A
ngleton and his 

k
ey

 d
ep

u
ty

 in
 th

e C
IA

's 
counterintelligence 	

u
 n

it,  
R

ichard O
ber, w

ere believed 
to

 h
av

e m
ad

e o
n
ly

 o
ral re-

ports to H
elm

s, w
ho headed 

the C
IA

 from
 1966 to 1973 

A
 form

er C
IA

 undercover 
agent, w

ho said that he par-
ticipated in dom

estic break-
ins and w

iretaps w
hile m

oni-
toring radicals in N

ew
 Y

ork 
C

ity
 in

 th
e late 1

9
6
0
s an

d
 

early
 1

9
7
0
s, said

 h
e n

ev
er 

receiv
ed

 ad
v
an

ce  w
ritten

 
approval nor did he ever file 
w

ritten reports on the sensi-
tive m

issions. 

T
h
ese an

d
 th

e o
th

er fo
r-

m
er C

IA
 m

en w
ho w

ere in-
terv

iew
ed

 all q
u
estio

n
ed

 
w

hether a C
IA

 report on do-
m

estic spying m
ade availa-

b
le last w

eek
 w

as, in
 fact, 

an
 accu

rate acco
u
n
tin

g
 o

f 
w

hat w
ent on. 

In his 45-page statem
ent 

m
ad

e p
u
b
lic W

ed
n
esd

ay
, 

C
IA

 director W
illiam

 C
olby 

acknow
ledged that the agen-

cy
 h

ad
 in

itiated
 w

h
at h

e 
term

ed som
e "questionable" 

activities, such as the infil-
tration of undercover agents 
into radical groups and the  

accu
m

u
latio

n
 o

 f co
u
n
ter-

intelligence files on 10,000 
A

m
ericans. 

B
u
t C

o
lb

y
, in

 su
m

m
ariz-

ing other dom
estic C

IA
 op-

eratio
n
s fo

r th
e S

en
ate ap

- 
propriations 	

intelligence 
su

b
co

m
m

ittee, cited
 o

n
ly

 
three break-ins in 1966, 1969 
and 1971, all involving past 
an

d
 p

resen
t em

p
lo

y
ees o

f 
th

e ag
en

cy
, an

d
 a to

tal o
f 

21 telephone w
iretaps, 19 of 

th
em

 sim
ilarly

 stem
m

in
g
 

fro
m

 th
e activ

ities o
f p

ast 
and present operatives. 

W
ell-placed sources have 

said
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at th
ere 

w
e
re

 a
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f C
IA

-
d
ire

c
te

d
 w

ire
ta

p
s a

 n
 d

 
b
re

a
k
-in

s i n
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates in

 th
e last ten

 y
ears 

aim
ed at radicals and other 

dissident groups. 

S
o
m

e o
f th

ese activ
ities, 

th
ey

 said
, w

ere co
n
d
u
cted

 
by outside "contract" opera-
tives w

ho w
ere paid in cash 

a
n
d
 p

ro
v
id

e
d
 w

ith
 n

 o
  

records of papers to indicate 
th

at th
ey

 w
ere w

o
rk

in
g
 o

n
 

behalf of the C
IA

. 
It w

as this kind of alleged 
activ

ity
 th

at w
ill n

o
t sh

o
w

 
u
p
 in

 an
y
 ag

en
cy

 file an
y
-

w
here, • according to the for-

m
er ag

en
cy

 o
fficials w

h
o
 

w
ere interview

ed. 

"W
h
en

 ev
er it's su

p
erse-

cret an
d
 u

ltrasen
sitiv

e," 
said one form

er em
ployee, 

"p
a
rt o

 f th
e
 tra

d
e
c
ra

ft 
you're taught (in C

IA
 train-

ing schools)' is never to put 
things in w

riting —
 it's the 

ultim
ate security pr e c a u-

tion." 

T
his form

er official, w
ho 

learned of the C
IA

's dom
es-

tic activ
ities w

ell b
efo

re 
they w

ere publicly reported, 
suggested that C

olby m
ight 

h
av

e lim
ited

 h
is rep

o
rt o

f 
the break-in activities to the 
S

enators only to those opera-
tio

n
s u

n
d
ertak

en
 b

y
 C

IA
 

m
en them

selves —
 and not 

provided an accounting of  

b
reak

-in
s au

th
o
rized

 
b y 

"contract" em
ployees. 

A
nother possibility, t h e 

fo
rm

er o
fficial said

, 
w

as 
that C

olby m
ight have delib-

erately 
ig

n
o
red

 th
o
 s e 

b
re

a
k
-in

s a
n
d
  w

ire
ta

p
s 

aim
ed

 at p
o
ten

tial S
o
v
iet 

and other foreign espionage 
agents in the belief that such 
d
o
m

estic activ
ities ag

ain
st 

foreign nationals w
ere not il-

legal. 

A
nother form

er high-level 
o
fficial recalled

 th
at th

e 
ag

en
cy

's p
en

ch
an

t fo
r n

o
t 

p
u
ttin

g
 th

in
g
s i n

 w
ritin

g
 

"w
as alw

ay
s a so

re p
o
in

t." 
"T

here w
ere constant bat-

tles betw
een the guys in the 

field
 (o

v
erseas) an

d
  th

e 
guys in headquarters about 
w

riting reports and keeping 
su

ch
 th

in
g
s as p

etty
 cash

 
files," he added. 

"T
h
e
 g

u
y
s in

 th
e
 fie

ld
 

w
o
u
ld

 alw
ay

s w
in

 o
u
t b

e-
cause it w

as considered bet-
ter to get the job done than 
to keep good records on it." 


