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WASHINGTON, Jan. 14—The

Senate "~ Democratic ~ Cautus
gave strong support today
to thefidea of establishing a
bipartisan select committee,|.
similar, to the one set up after
the Watergate break-in, o in-
vestigate fully the foreign and
domestic activities of the Cen-
tral Infelligence Agency and all
other United States intelligence
agencies.

If approved by the full Sen-
ate, a step described as inevi-|.
table by many Senators. after|
the caucus, the select commit-
tee would be making the first
detailed Congressional investi-
|gation{ Bff the C.LA. since the

agency was established in 1947.
Meanwhile James R. Schles-

inger, the Secretary of Defense,
in efféct withdrew his charac-
terization of some C.LA.. dctiv-
ities'as “misdemeanors’—a re-
mark” he made to newsmen
yesterday after havmg appeared
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before , the Presmlentxal ;com-
mission investigating allega-
tions of C.I.A. domestic spying.

At a news conference today'
he said, “Certain actions may
have taken place that wereI
regrettable that were inappro-:
priate, but ‘misdemeanor’ is ai
legaliexpression, and I probably’
would prefer to avoid such an
expréssion.”

Officially, the catcus: voted
only to defer until Monday a
decision on how to proceed
with an inquiry into the C.IA.
But many Senators said.that
the .vote came only after. the 60
members of the caucus had re-
buffed a plea for a long: -delay
bySenator John C. Stennis, De-
mocrat of Mississippi, whose
Senate Armed Services “Com-!
mittee has alrsady announced:
plans for an investigation into;
allegations of domestic spvmgl

by the C.LA.
A number of Senators said

later that the caucus had®ex-
pressed overwhelming support
for a committee that would in-
vestigate all aspects of Ameri-|
can’ domestic and foreign:
intelligence  activities.  One!
underlying reason for the six-
day delay, a panticipant said
was' to give Senate leaders a
chance to discuss informally
with House Speaker Carl Albert.

of Oklahoma.the possibility of
setting up an‘ad/hoc joint intel-
ligence :committee w1th the
House.; NP

“ “Fight by Stenms |

Mr.» Stenmis, whose porwer‘
and -influence on national se-
curity and defense matters in

Senators said, he agreed to
broaden the base of his com-
mittée to permit members of
|othericommittees to participate
in the C.I.A. hearings.

After that spech, however,
some said Mr Stenms was

aharply questioned by Senator

as a leading critic of the in-
telligence agency’s domestic

activities.
He asked whether Mr, Sten-

. nis, as chairman of the Senate

Intelligence Subcommittee,
knew about secret C.I.A. subsi-
dies to opponents of the late

Gossens Allende. Senator Sten-
nis replied no, according to par-
ticipants.

Senator Proxmire also asked
if Mr. Stefinis knew of the al-
leged C.LA. domestic activities
before tthe reports were pub-
lished last month? Again, par-
ticipants $aid, Mr. Stennis said
no.

Speech by Church

Earlier, . Senator Frank
Church, Democrat of Idaho,
made what one eyewitness
characterizéd as a “very strong
speech,” telling his Democratic
colleagues that he was con-
vinced “that“his subcommittee
investigating the C.ILA’s in-
velvement in Chile had been
“deceived” by testimony from
oﬁ'mals of the agency in
1972. Mr. Church said that
testimony raised a “serious
question of peT]ury,” one sen-
ator said. g

In other developments today:

qTwo members of the House,
Elizabeth Holtzman,. Democrat
of Brooklyn, and John L. Bur-
ton, Demo¢rat of Cahforma,
introduced ‘a resolution of in-
quiry calling on President Ford

to provide “full and complete
information™ concerning possi-
ble illegal C.L.A. domestic spy-
ing. Under House rules, the res-

up for a floor vote if not acted
upon by the Judiciary Commit-
tee within a week.

QRepresentative Michael J.
Harrington, Democrat of Massa-
chusetts, .urged the Senate For-
eign, Relatians Committee to
permit him to testify in oppo-

'sition” to the pending nomina-

tion’o6f Harry W. Shlaudeman
to berAmbassador to Venezuela.
Mr. Harriman, in a letter to
Senator John J. Sparkman, the
committee, said that Mr. Shlau-
deman was involved in “the
deception: of Congress” during
testimony last year.about CiL.A,

activities in Chile.” Mr. Shlaude-

the Senate has rarely been chal-:
lenged, “fought tooth and nail,”
as one Senate source put it, to;
presetve some jurisdiction for:
hiseommittee. At one point,’

William Proxrmire, Democrat of’»
‘Wisconsin, who has emerged

President of Chile, Salvador,

olution of inquiry can be called:

man, now a Deputy Assistant
Secretary Off 'Staté]" servéd  int
Chile during a period when the
C.I.A. was operating against the
Government of President Al-
lende, who was overthrown.,

Calls Acts Inappropriate

At his Pentag,on news confer-
énce; Mr. Schlesinger said there
“were a number of activities”
tonducted by C.I.A. officials in
the last 20 years that were “in-
appropriate” and “are to be
regretted.”

“Whether or not they were
illegal is a question that I
would prefer to leave to the
lawyers,” he added. “I think
that in relation to thistorical
standards that there were not
activities in such number or so
surprising as to be a source
of National turmoil.”

It was while serving as Direc-
tor of Central Intelligence in
1973 that Mr. Schlesinger dis-
covered the agency’s domestic
operations, well-informed Gov-
ernment sources have told The
New York Times, and moved to
put a stop to them.

On Dec. 22, The Times re-
ported that the C.LA. main-
tained files on 10,000 American
citizens and had conducted
“dozens” of illegal. operations
inside the United States in con-
nection with. its activities
against suspected foreign espi-
pnage agents.

Asked about the reported file-
keeping on 10,000 citizens, Mr.
Schlesinger restated the ques-
tion this way:

" “The question, I think, is di-
rected toward massive .surveil-|>

States and to the extent that
that is tied to 10, 000 files, that
story is overblown.”

Surveillance Not Reported

The Times did not”quote its
sources as saying, é€ither in its
initial dispatch on the C.I.A. or
in later dispatches] that the
agency had maintained domes-
tic surveillance on 10 000 citi-
zens.

tion to consolidate the inquiries
into the CI.A. and ‘other in-
telligence agencies comes at a

mitteesior subcommittees have
begun preparations for hear-
ings into the alleged C.IA. in-
volvement.

The Senate Appropriations

lance activities in the' United|

The Demozratic Caucus s ac-|

time  when four Senate com-|

Subcommittee on Intelligance
has- surimoned William E. Col-
by, the Director of Central In-
telligence, to a cloSed hearing.
tonmiorrow morning: on those
allegations. The next.day, Mr.
Colby is to testify before Mr.
Steinnis’s subcommittee. Next'
week he will appear before the;
Foreign Relations Committee.

In addition, a subcommittee
on. government Gperations,
headed by Senator Edmund S.

fuskie, Democrat of Maine, be-
gan hearmgs late last year into
the broad area of intelligence
and its Congressional and exe-
cutive overview.

A number of Senators saidi
that the move to set up a select!
committee could only be inter-

preted as a distinct setback for
Mr. Stennis.

Saw Gap in Responsibility

One eyewitness 'said after to-
day’s caucus that there had
been agreement that those who
have had the “overwhelming
responsibility” for watching the
C.I.A. had not done it. i

Earlier in the day, Senator|
Mike Mansfield of Montana, the|-
majority leader, - called for a|
single mvestigabion by a bipar-
tisan panel similar to the Wa-
tergate committee. .

“The investigation of the|:
C.I.A. should be undertaken by|:
one Senate group, not many,”|:
he said.” “The Senate can no
longer evade its responsibility
for being conversant with the
mechanisms of ~“intelligence-
gathering, which have been set
up and which operate largely
in secrecy

Another question needs to be
asked, too, Mr. Mansfield added

—“What has been the effect of
the»nperations in the world on
the réputation which was once|’
this nation’s among all peoples,
'for decency, integrity, honest
(deahng and compassionate hu-
man concern.”

The House Democratic Cau-
cus rejected yesterday an. at-
tempt by some liberals to create
a-similar mvestigatmv commit-
tee, leaving its inquiry instead
tto the House Intelligence {Sub-
lcommittee headed by . Repre-
sentative Lucien N. Nedzi, Dem-
“locrat of Michigan: /Nm: Nedzi
lalso has summonedrMr.' Colby
to testify at hearings starting
next week.




