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Washington

Elmer  T. Klassen, who
fas headed, the $12 billion-a-
year Unifed States Postal
Service  since 1971, an-
nounced yesterday that he
will ‘step down as postmas-
fer general when his present
contract expires February
15,

The board of governors of
the postal service, reorgan-
ized in 1970 as a semi - inde-
pendent agency, immediate-
Iy named Benjamin F. Bai-
lar, 40, the deputy postmas-’
tér general, to succeed Klas-
sen ift the $60,000 - a - year
job as of February 15. No
congressional _confirmation’
is required.

It appeared. that the de-
parture of the 66 - year - old
Klassen would'not stop con-

gressional criticism of the -

vast postal service.

A congressional aide fa- !

. miliar with the postal opera-
tion described Bailar as
“impressive and articulate’”
but said he would be taking
on “‘an awful job — the post-
al service is troubled finan-
cially, organizationally and

conceptually.” i

Bailar, a former vice
president of the American
Can Co., joined the postal
service in 1972. He became
deputy postmaster genera]
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Klassen, a former presi-
dent of the American Can
Co:, was the first postmaster
general not appointed by a
President. He became depu-
ty postmaster general in
1969 and succeeded Winton
M. Blount, who was appoint-
ed postmaster general by

-former President Nixon and

who became the first chief
of the postal service after
the operation was reorgan-
ized and the job was. re-
moved as a cabinet post.:

Klassen, who said Vfie
would return to private life,
said in a statement, “My

. only reservation in stepping

aside is that it may appear
I am yielding the battle to

tehe critics of the ‘postal °

service. Nothing
less justified.” ;

He added:. “The postal
service still has problems
but their solutions are evi-
dent and the ultimate goals
set for the postal service in
the reorganization act can in
time be achieved.”

. The postal service has
been sharply criticized by
members of Congress and
others for inefficiency and
higher postal rates. Klassen
has been criticized by Jack
Anderson, the syndicated
columnist, over contracts

could. ‘be

awarded by the postal serv-

ice.

W. A. Wright, chairman
of the board of governors of
the postal service, said Klas-
sen’s resignation had beén
accepted “with regret.”s -
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