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Man Who Says He Once Served C.I.A. 
Asserts Post Office Helped Agency 
Open Mail  
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The only exceptions are open-
ing sealed mail to search for an 
address for delivery or if the 
opening is specifically approved 
by the addressee. 

Federal law on "obstruction 
of correspondence" set a maxi-
mus penalty of $2,000 in fines 
and five years in prison for 
"whoever takes any letter . . . 
tr.epry into the business or sec-
rets of another, or opens . . . 
the same." 

The Post Office's alleged 
screening of letters written by 
Americans, mostly to relatives 

The New York Times 

Dr. Melvin Crain 

or friends in Russia, was said to 
have started in the summer of 
1958 during the second term of 
the Eisenhower Administration 
when the late Arthur E. Sum-
merfield was Postmaster Gener-
al. 

According to Dr. Crain's ac-
count, the Post Office Depart-
ment set up areas in post offi-
es in New York and New Or-

leans, staffed by specially 
cleared personnel, where sop-
histicated equipment was used 
to open copy and reseal letters 
from Americans about whom 
the C.I.A. sought information. 
"The surreptitious opening of 

U.S, mail was the last straw for 
me," said Dr. Crain, who re-
signed from the C.I.A. in June, 
1959, ssven months after he 
said he first leaned of the mail 
surveillance carried out in ex-
traordinary secrecy under an 

Letter From a Student 
The equipment used in the 

New York and New Orleans 
post offices, according to Dr. 
Crain, anabled the C.I.A. to 
open, copy, reseal letters and 
send them on their way without 
any tell-tale signs of tampering. 
A similar mail surveillance unit 
was operated by the Washing-
ton headquarters of the F.B.I., 
he added. 

Most of the letters were in 
English, to friends and relatives 
in the Soviet Union, Dr. Crain 
said, and he could recall no in-
stance where "positive use" was 
made of any information con-
tained in the intercepted mail. 
One purpose of the surveil-
lance, he said, was to develop 
contacts with Americans who 
had acquaintances in Russia. 

"This was often a method for 
recruiting C.I.A. operatives," lie 
said. 

By EVERETT R. HOLLES 
special to The New York Times 

SAN' DIEGO, Jan. 7—A• man 
who identifies himself as a for-
mer offipittl of the Central In-
telligenee "' Agency said today 
that when he resigned in 1959 
the Post Office Department was 
covertly assisting the C.I.A. in 
intercepting and copying the 
mail of American citizens. 

Dr. Melvin Crain, 53 years 
old, a professor of political 
science at San Diego State Uni-
versity, said C.I.A. officials in-
vrafied in the "mail tapping" 
acknowledged to him that it 
was an illegal and unconstitu-
tional invasion of privacy and 
in violation of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947, which creat-
ed the intelligence agency. 

He said his colleagues justi-
fied the operation, however, as 
being necessary to "achieve our 
mission" of safeguarding Amer-
ican security against the Soviet 
Union. 

A spokesman for the Postal 
Service in Washington, Jamison 
Cain, denied that the service 
"has ever or is now" involved 
in opening the private mail of 
American citizens. First-class 
mail may be opened only by 
court order, usually in criminal 
cases, and this occurs only on 
rare occasions, he said. 

The Summer of 1958 

• 

arrangement among the C.I.A., tercepted letters, written on 
the Post Office Department and 
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation. 

A C.I.A. spokesman in Wash- newspaper, mailed the follow-
ington declined to comment on 
whether Dr. Crainhad ever ing day from Amherst, kass., 
worked for the agency or on 
whether such mail opening was 
carried out. 

The spokesman said that the 
C.I.A. was "not very forthcom-
ing" about naming employes or 
former employes, and pointed 
out that the matter of possible 
domestic operations was under 
review by a commission ap-
pointed by President Ford. 

Dr. Cram, who joined the 
C.I.A. in September, 1951, said 
the agency gave hini a "staff 
D" clearance—a supersensitive 
security clearance—in Novem-
ber, 1958, that made him aware 
of the highly secret mail inter-
ceptions. Thereafter, he said his 
office read about six intercept-
ed letters from Americans each 
day. 

Nov. 16, 1958, by an Amherst 
College student, apparently 
connected with the school 

and opened and copied on Nov. 
19 before being forwarded on 
to Moscow. The letter, he said, 
sought to arrange for a ship- 
ment of 1,000 copies of the col-
lege newspaper to the Moscow 
Committee of Youth OrganiZa-1  
tions. 

"We were, in effect, building 
dossiers on these people,' the 
former C.I.A. employe said. 

He said an official at a "Staff, 
D" briefing he boasted that let-
ters could be opened, copied 
and sent on to their destination, 
so quickly that "the normal 
flow of the mail was net-dis-
turbed" at the New York and 
New Orleans post offices. 

Dr. Crain said he had carried 
his complaint to his superior, 
Richard M. Bissell Jr., eiVuty 
director of .the C.I.A.'s office of 
plans, "who said he was sur- 
prised and shocked and Auld 
take steps to end the mai4ur-
veillance, but nothing 'hap-
pened." 

Mr. Bissell, who was in 
charge of planning for the. ay 
of Pigs invasion of Cuba for 
the C.I.A., left the agency in 
1962. His office in Hartford 
reported late today that he was 
"in transit" to his home in East 
Hartford. Telephone calls there 
went unanswered. 

Dr. Crain said that in May, 
1959, in defiance of C.I.A. regu- 
lations, he went outside the 
agency and consulted Dean 
Acheson, then in private law 
practice in Washington after 
serving as Secretary of State in.. 
the Truman Administration. 

He went to Mr. Acheson, he 
said, because the former Secre-
tary of State was "one of my 
heroes" and he believed Mr. 

He said he kept one of the in-Acheson had extensive in- 

See alSo SFC 9 Jan 75 - Postal Service Chief Quits [.Amer T. Klassen announces 
8 Jan that he will resign as postmaster General when 
his contract expires 15 Feb 75] 
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sorts Post Office Helped Agency Open 1 lail 
fluence with members of the 
Eisenhower Administration. 

told him about the mail in-
terceptions, that they, were ille-
gal and unconstitutional and 
should be stopped," Dr. Crain 
said. "But he seemed disinter-
ested and impatient during our 
interview. He said he would 
make a few phone calls to see 
what could be done. But he 
never of in touch with me and 
I neve tried to see him again." 

Dr. Crain, who is a member of 
the Democratic Central Com-
mittee in San. Diego and has 
run unsuccessfully for Congress 
and other public offices, said 
he, went to the C.I.A. after 
serving as an Air Force intel-
ligence officer assessing the 
Soviet Union's vulnerability to 
air .attack. In his Congressional 
campaigns he has identified 
himself as a former C.I.A. man, 
apparently without challenge. 

At the C.I.A., he said, he 
served as deputy chief of 
operational research, a clande-
stine activity under the deputy 
director of plans. 

Routine Inspections 
In deScribing how he first 

learned of the alleged covert 
mail' inspections in November, 
1958, Dr. Crain said: 

"I discovered some people in 
my department had information 
that could not be accounted for; 

,it had no apparent source.. One 
of the most important things in 
intelligence gathering is that all 
information be documented. 

"When I questioned their 
sources they [the people sup-
plying the information] decided 
I Should be given 'Staff D' clear-
ance before they told m." 

After obtaining the new ear-
ance he was told, he said, at 
the C.I.A. with the help otthe 
Post Office Department and the 
F.B.I. was routinely inspecting 
the mail of Americans corre-
sponding with people in the So-
viet Union. 

"Even though most of the big trouble if you violated the 
writers were merely come- code. The threat was held over 
sponding with relatives, you us always." 

Dr. Crain said that ,-his 
disenchantment with' the tac-
tics of the C.I.A. began several 
years earlier. 

"I had heard and seen other 
things which made nit question 
the agency," he said. "You 
might rationalize the things we 
did outside the country as try-
ing to overthrow the _commu-
nists, but not the invasion of 
the privacy of Americans." 

Asked why he had not re-
signed earlier, Dr. Crain said: 

"I felt intimidated because of 
the McCarthyism, his: witch 
hunts and the hysteria =that was 
going on in this country-at the 
time. We were made to believe 
that the United State4 was be-j 
ing ringed by the Soviet Union; 
and penetrated by ' subver-; 

Dr. Crain said that for years 
he has been telling his students, 
in five political science classes. 
he teaches at San Diego State, 
that the C.I.A, has heien illegal-
ly spying on American citizens 
"but nobody was ever really in-
terested until now." 

have to remember that this was 
during the early days of the 
cold war and anyone who 
wrote letters to the Soviet 
Union was immediately sus-
pect. 

"Officials of the C.I.A. told 
me they knew it was illegal and 
unconstitutional but it was 
needed to achieve our mission. 
They told me the Post Office 
and the F.B.I. were involved. 
They also told me the mail was 
being opened at two different 
post offices, one in New York 
and the other in New Orleans. 

"I tried to stop this operation 
from within the agency, then 
from the outside, but I was ex-
tremely limited. It was illegal 
for me to discuss the situation 
with anyone who , wasn't 
properly cleared. Yotrwere in saves. 


