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Ford's statement. on. the es-
tablishment of a Connyt. 
sion to ilnrcstigate charges 
against. the CIA: 

I have today established a 
commission to ascertain and 
evaluate any facts relating to 
activities conducted within 
the -United States by the. 
Central. intelligence Agency 
that .give rise to questions as 
to whether the agency has 
exceeded its statutory au-
thority. I will soon be nam-
ing a distinguished group of 
members to serve on this 
"blue ribbon.  panel. 

In the word in which we 
live, beset by continuing 
threats to our national secu-
rity, it is vital that we main-
tain an effective intelligence 
and counterintelligence ea. 

This capability is 
fundamental in providing 
the safeguards that protect 
our national interests and 
help avert armed conflict. 
The Central Intelligence 
Agency has had a notable 
record of many successes in  

this field. but by the nature 
of its operations, such suc- 
cesses and achievements 
cannot be divulged publicly. 

It is essential in this re-
public that we meet our se. 
curdy requirements and at. 
the same time avoid im.pair-
ing our democratic institu-
tions and fundamental free. 
doors. Intelligence activities 
must be conducted consist-
ently with both objectives. 

To that end. in addition to 
asking the panel to deter-
mine whether the CIA has 
exceeded its statutory au-
thority, I have asked the 
panel to determine wh ether 
existing safeguards are ade-
quate to preclude agency ac-
tivities that might go be-
yond its authority and to 
make appropriate recom-
mendations. The commission 
will immediately have the 
benefit of the report already 
furnished to me by Director 
W. E. Colby of the CIA. The 
Justice Department is. of 
course, also looking into 
such aspect< of the matter 
as are within its Juci scp,.. 

l ain awai'o of current. 
Plans of varion committeec: 
tit'the Con zress to hold 
h eari rt., oil  matters similar  

to those which will  be atl- 
dressed by the commission. 
whether hearings are un- 
dertaken by existing over• 
sight committees, or should 
the Congress deem a joint 
liouse-Senate committee to 

be the host approi-icli 
avoid a proliferation 
hearings. it is my stror: 
hope that the commilte,,,i 
consider the findini.:s and 
recommendations of 	is t 
commission. 

I am conlideni 
through the cooperative (•:• 

forts 	of 	the 	0001 iv(' 
branch. particularl 	1 	the 
nun' commission. and or :11.. 
Ct.ingress, the results viii 
beneficial both to nui• no-
tional security and to Ill" 
traditions and inst. itut ipris 
the republic. 

Moreover. I am writing 
those 	department 
agency heads who arc 
sponsible for the ovcraii 
tolli.zenee activities of i the 
'United States as related to 
our national security and 
the conduct of 
policy, for the purpose,  of 
emphasizing that they are 
all times to conduct their ;i.- 
tivities within the scope 
Cleft respective statutory 
authorities. 


