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On Eartha Kitt 
By Seymour M. Hersh 

New York Times 

Washington 

The Central Intelligence 
'Agency, asked by the Secret 
Service in 1968 about Eartha 
Kitt, produced an extensive 
report containing second-
hand gossip about the enter-
tainer but no evidence of 
a n y foreign intelligence 
connections, a copy of the 
report showed yesterday. 

The report, supplied a 
week after Miss Kitt criti-
cized the Vietnam war at a 
White House luncheon dur-
ing the Johnson administra-
tion, shows that th&CIA had 
been collecting yaw nneval-
uated data on her at least 
since 1956, eight years after 
she began appearing profes-1  
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cording to tne report. at tne 
age of 20 with a' dancing
group whose leader Was said 
to have served as a' sponsor 
or endorser of a nurnber of 
Communist-front activities" 
in 1948. 

T h e three-page, single-
spaced report then ,quoted 
a confidential source as say-
ing in 1956 that "her esca-
pades overeaS and her loose 
morals were said to be the 
talk of Paris." 	" 

A spokesman for the CIA, 
asked about the agency's 
1100 - word report op Miss 
ic.itt, said, "I'm not going to 
discuss the matter with you, 
sir." 

Miss Fitt, reached by tele-
phone yesterday a t her • 
home in BeVerly Hills, said, 
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sionally in Europe and the 
United States. 

The CIA report on Miss 
Kitt, which has been ob-
tained by the New York 
Times, includes information 
about her from "confiden-
tial" sources in Paris and 
in New York City. 

Under the 1947 National 
Security Act setting up the 
CIA, the agency was barred 
from any domestic police or 
internal security functions. 
The agency's counterintel-
ligence division, however, 
has *traditionally been re-' 
sponsible for monitoring the 
activities o f Americans 
overseas who were suspect-
ed of becoming involved 
with foreign intelligence op-
eratives. 

The New York 'Times, 
quoting informed sources, 
reported December 22 that 
10,000 files were maintained 
on dissidents until the prac-
tice was discovered in 1973 
by James Schlesinger, then 
the CIA director. 

The. CIA report 	tained 
no information to i ggest 
that Miss Kitt had Sny per-
sonal or other contact with 
foreign , agents while enter-
taining overseas. 

Shedid dance briefly, ac- 
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A three-page report. 

"I don't understand this at 
all. I think it's disgusting." 
She said the Times could 
publish as much of the CIA 
report as it saw fit. 

The entertainer said that 
nibst o f the statements 
about her childhood and ca-
reer. as recorded in the CIA 
document, were incorrect. 

The inquiry. into Miss Kitt 
originated after she shOnted 
angrily at Mrs. Johnso ur- 
ing a luncheon on J 	18, 
1968, that the nation's youth 
were rebelling because'they 
were being" snatched off to 
he shot in Vietnam.;,' 

et Service sources ac-
ged that the inquiry 

i#to Miss kitt's background 
and any possible .threat  to 
the President and others un-
der Secret Service protec-
tion,  was initiated the next 
day. 

The Times obtained the 
repOrt on Miss Kitt from 
Jack Anderson, the syndi-
cated columnist, who' ob-
tained it in November, :1972, 
and later wrote a column 
witliout•identifying Miss Kitt 
— about the CIA intelli-
gence. 

At the time. however, An-
derson wrote that '-we have 
confirmed thgt t h e CIA 
doesn't keep files on Ameri-
can citizens. except for secu, 
rity files'On its, own person-
nel." 


