
CIA Loophole 
Representative John Bur-

ton announced here yester-
day that he will co-sponsor 
legislation at this congres-
sional session to eliminate a 
key empowering paragraph 
from the charter of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. 

The move by the San 
Francisco Democrat a n d 
several of his Democratic 
colleagues in the House fol-
lows reports of a massive 
surveillance campaign con- 

ducted by the CIA aganiSt 
American citizens. 

The paragraph under at-
tack empowers the CIA "to 
perform such other func-
tions and duties related to 
intelligence affecting the na-
tional security as the Na-
tional Security Council may 
from time to time direct." 

Through t hi s loophole, 1 
Burton told a press confer-
ence at his offices in the 
Federal Building, domesac 
spying and interference `in 
foreign affairs could be de-
fended. 

Burton said the charter 
section gave the "color Of le-
gality" to such CIA opera-
tions as the Bay of Pigs in-
vasion in Cuba and the over-
throw of the Allende regime 
in Chile. 

It could "conceivably" 
cloak the reported domestic 
CIA operation against the 
anti-war movement and oth-
er dissident groups in the 
United States in, the elate 
195Cfs and early 1970s, he 
said. 


