
O
C

T
 2 81972 L

etter F
rom

 a E
om

efront P
.O

.W
.' 

N
Y

Tim
es 

B
y
 P

h
ilip

 B
errig

an
 

D
A

N
B

U
R

Y
, C

onn.—
I w

rite this from
 

a F
ederal correctional institution under 

relax
ed

 p
ro

v
isio

n
s w

h
ereb

y
 F

ed
eral 

prisoners can com
m

ent on contem
po-

rary
 to

p
ics. M

y
 m

ail can
 n

o
w

 b
e sen

t 
sealed

 an
d
 u

n
cen

so
red

. It is m
y
 first 

piece form
ally w

ritten for publication 
in 37 m

onths of im
prisonm

ent. 
I p

o
se an

 en
ig

m
a fo

r m
y
 sisters 

an
d
 b

ro
th

ers o
u
tsid

e th
ese w

alls. 
R

ecen
tly

, th
e V

ietn
am

ese released
 

three A
m

erican airm
en shot dow

n and 
captured w

hile bom
bing their country. 

T
h
ese fliers w

ere freed
 d

esp
ite th

eir 
co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 th
e m

o
st co

lo
ssal air 

assau
lt in

 h
isto

ry
, in

clu
d
in

g
 civ

ilian
 

targ
ets—

h
o
u
ses, sch

o
o
ls, h

o
sp

itals, 
ch

u
rch

es, d
ik

es an
d
 d

am
s. . 

R
eturning to this country, the pilots 

ex
p
ressed

 a co
m

m
o
n
 co

n
clu

sio
n
—

N
ix

o
n
 (o

r M
cG

o
v
ern

) m
u
st en

d
 th

e 
w

ar if P
.O

.W
.'s, both N

orth and S
outh, 

are to be granted release and freedom
. 

F
o
r ev

ery
 flier cap

tu
red

 an
d
 jailed

, 
an

o
th

er A
m

erican
 resister en

ters a 
life o

f w
alls,, b

ars an
d
 lo

ck
s. It is an

 
ap

p
ro

x
im

ate an
d
 ro

u
g
h
 q

u
id

 p
ro

 q
u
o
 

o
f o

p
p
o
sites: m

en
 jailed

 fo
r w

ag
in

g
 

w
ar, m

en jailed for w
aging peace. B

oth 
are p

aw
n
s o

f A
m

erican
 p

o
licy

: th
e 

first, casualties of illegal invasion and 
au

to
m

ated
 terro

r; th
e seco

n
d
, o

f n
a- 

can
s are b

leed
in

g
 to

 d
eath

. 1
9
8
4
 fo

r 
o
u
r co

u
n
try

 w
ill m

ean
 n

o
t in

tern
al 

d
iv

isio
n
 o

r in
cip

ien
t v

io
len

ce b
u
t a 

m
o
ral lassitu

d
e so

 p
ro

fo
u
n
d
 an

d
 so

 
p
e
rv

a
siv

e
 th

a
t w

e
 w

ill a
llo

w
 a

n
y
 

lead
ersh

ip
, an

y
 p

u
b
lic o

u
trag

e, an
y
 

crim
e in

 o
u
r n

am
e. S

o
 lo

n
g
 as—

as 
in

 an
cien

t R
o
m

e—
th

e lead
er g

u
ar-

antees us bread and circuses. 
W

h
ere d

o
 p

eo
p
le tu

rn
? N

o
t n

eces-
sarily to politicians, pulpits, academ

ic 
ch

airs o
f w

isd
o
m

—
all h

av
e v

irtu
ally

 
d
e
fa

u
lte

d
 th

e
ir rig

h
t to

 b
e
 ta

k
e
n
 

seriously. B
ut better to those w

ith the 
w

isd
o
m

 o
f resistan

ce an
d
 risk

, th
o
se 

w
h
o
 h

av
e sp

en
t th

eir liv
es to

 en
d
 th

is 
bloody, abom

inable w
ar, those w

hose 
co

n
v
ictio

n
s an

d
 co

m
p
assio

n
s h

av
e 

been purified in suffering—
veterans of 

co
u
rt an

d
 p

riso
n
 lik

e m
y
 b

ro
th

er, th
e 

y
o
u
n
g
 V

ietn
am

 v
eteran

s ag
ain

st th
e 

w
ar, ex

-F
ed

eral p
riso

n
ers o

rg
an

izin
g
 

fo
r p

eace, p
erso

n
s lik

e Jan
e F

o
n
d
a, 

E
lizabeth M

cA
lister, D

avid D
ellinger, 

T
o
m

 H
ay

d
en

, W
illiam

 K
u
n
stler, R

u
-

ch
ell M

ag
ee an

d
 A

n
g
ela D

av
is —

 to
 

m
en

tio
n
 a b

are few
. 

A
n
d
 fin

ally
, th

e p
riso

n
ers o

f w
ar 

in your local F
ederal joint. F

rom
 such 

as th
ese w

ill co
m

e th
e tru

th
 ab

o
u
t 

th
is w

ar, ab
o
u
t o

u
r lead

ersh
ip

, ab
o
u
t 

o
u
rselv

es as a p
eo

p
le. O

r it m
ay

 n
o
t 

com
e. 

I w
as d

en
ied

 
an

d
 m

o
re re-

of that denial, 
In

 th
e fu

zzy
 

m
in

d
, I a

n
d
 

v
eiled

 th
reats 

tio
n
al arro

g
an

ce an
d
 b

u
reau

cratic in
-

justice. 
It is tim

e th
at A

m
erican

s u
n
d
er-

stan
d
 th

at N
ix

o
n
's w

ar—
o
r Jo

h
n
so

n
's 

w
ar, o

r K
en

n
ed

y
's w

ar (all th
e w

ay
 

b
ack

 to
 T

ru
m

an
)—

h
as tw

o
 fro

n
ts o

f 
ag

g
ressio

n
. O

n
e is ag

ain
st a rem

o
te 

p
e
a
sa

n
t p

e
o
p
le

, th
e
 o

th
e
r a

g
a
in

st 
th

em
. B

o
th

 fro
n
ts p

ro
d
u
ce p

riso
n
ers 

o
f w

ar: th
e first b

ecau
se th

ey
 say

 y
es 

to
 m

u
rd

er an
d
 are cau

g
h
t d

o
in

g
 it; 

th
e seco

n
d
 b

ecau
se th

ey
 say

 n
o
. T

h
e 

first languish in V
ietnam

ese jails, un-
fo

rtu
n
ate h

o
stag

es ag
ain

st a g
ig

an
tic 

air an
d
 n

av
al o

n
slau

g
h
t; th

e seco
n
d
 

d
isap

p
ear in

to
 F

ed
eral p

riso
n
s, n

u
m

-
bered and ignored. 

I sp
eak

 fro
m

 so
m

e ex
p
erien

ce. F
o
r 

o
v
er th

ree y
ears, m

y
 frien

d
s h

av
e 

b
een

 h
o
m

efro
n
t P

.O
.W

.'s, in
clu

d
in

g
 

m
y
 b

ro
th

er D
an

iel. If I rem
ain

 an
 

exam
ple, it is because the w

arm
akers 

tak
e u

s serio
u
sly

. G
iv

en
 six

 y
ears fo

r 
destroying draft files, I w

as reindicted 
in

 p
riso

n
 o

n
 p

rep
o
stero

u
s ch

arg
es o

f 
conspiracy to kidnap and bom

b, to be 
sen

ten
ced

 fin
ally

 to
 tw

o
 co

n
cu

rren
t 

y
e
a
rs fo

r a
 trifle

 c
a
lle

d
 c

o
n
tra

b
a
n
d
 

m
a
il, a

 "c
rim

e
" n

o
 lo

n
g
e
r lia

b
le

 to
 

prosecution. 
F

ifteen
 m

o
n
th

s ag
o
 

p
aro

le w
ith

o
u
t reaso

n
, 

cently, denied a review
 

ag
ain

 w
ith

o
u
t reaso

n
. 

an
d
 m

alicio
u
s o

fficial 
o
th

ers lik
e m

e rem
ain

 

to A
m

ericans rash enough to struggle 
o
ff th

eir k
n
ees an

d
 o

n
to

 th
eir feet. S

o
 

o
u
r u

n
av

ailab
ility

 is b
o
th

 an
tisep

tic 
an

d
 n

eat—
eco

n
o
m

ical erasu
re an

d
 

b
u
rial at a tax

p
ay

er's co
st o

f 8
0
 cen

ts 
a d

ay
. 

It h
as o

ften
 o

ccu
rred

 to
 m

e th
at 

th
e G

o
v
ern

m
en

t d
em

an
d
s ab

so
lu

te 
freed

o
m

 to
 co

n
d
u
ct. its ‘w

ars. It d
e-

m
an

d
s freed

o
m

 to
 rem

ak
e reality

 to
 

the w
hite-handed vision of greedy en-

trep
ren

eu
rs, P

en
tag

o
n
 P

ru
ssian

s an
d
 

Iv
y
 L

eag
u
e retread

s w
h
o
 h

av
e read

 
to

o
 m

u
ch

 M
ettern

ich
. It d

em
an

d
s, 

above all, freedom
 to be contem

ptuous 
o
f an

 electo
rate w

h
ich

 p
ay

s fo
r its 

blunders in blood and taxes. 
T

h
e In

d
o
ch

in
ese ju

st h
ap

p
en

 to
 b

e 
in

 th
e w

ay
 o

f d
em

an
d
; so

 d
o
 serio

u
s 

d
o
m

estic d
issen

ters. T
h
e first m

u
st 

be 
su

b
je

c
te

d
 to

 fire
, ste

e
l a

n
d
 

con-
cu

ssio
n
 fro

m
 th

e sk
ies; th

e seco
n
d
 to

 
b
u
rial in

 F
ed

eral cells u
n
til "reh

ab
ili-

tation" cools their consciences. 
W

ar stan
d
s as th

e u
ltim

ate lie. It 
is falseh

o
o
d
 arm

ed
 an

d
 carried

 to
 a 

m
u
rd

ero
u
s ex

trem
e. W

ith
 p

ro
fo

u
n
d
 

cau
se, S

crip
tu

re asso
ciates ly

in
g
 w

ith
 

k
illin

g
—

tru
th

 d
ies first in

 th
e m

in
d
, 

its d
eath

 ratified
 in

 th
e d

eed
. C

h
rist 

called
 S

atan
 "th

e fath
er o

f lies" an
d
 

"a
 m

u
rd

e
re

r fro
m

 th
e
 b

e
g
in

n
in

g
." 

(Jo
h
n
 V

III, 4
4
). 

C
oncern and com

passion am
ong the 

p
eo

p
le d

rain
 o

ff lik
e rain

w
ater after 

a cloudburst. M
orally speaking, A

m
eri- 

T
he R

ev. P
hilip B

errigan, 
S
.S

.J., is a
 

F
ederal prisoner in D

anbury. 


