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A federal judge upheld 
beth McAlister on charges 
of smuggling letters in 
yesterday the convictions 
of anti - war priest Philip 
Berrigan and Sister Eliza-
and out of a prison. " 

U.S. District Judge R. Dix-
on Herman refused defense 
motions to overturn the con-
victions, and scheduled sent-
encing for September 5. 

Herman, ho presided at 
the trial of Father Berrigan, 
Sister McCalister and other 
defendants in the 'Harris-
burg Seven" case, issued the 
complicated, 41-page opinion 
19 weeks after the defense 
motions were submitted. 

Thomas Mensker, Father 
errigan's attorney, said he 

mould decide after the sent-
encing whether to appeal the 
6onvictions. 

The delay in sentencing  

has held up a decision on 
Father Berrigan's request 
for parole from a federal 
prison in Danbury, Conn., 
where he is serving a sen-
tence for a previous convic- 

The defense asked Her-
man to throw out the letter -
smuggling convictions o 
grounds the government en-
trapped them, used discrim-
inatory prosecution a n d 
gathered evidence through 
electronic surveillance. Her 
man denied all arguments. 

Father Berrigan and. Sis-
ter McAlister were convict-
ed April 5, but the jury was 
deadlocked on a primary 
charge against all se /en de-
fendants of conspiring to 
Henry Kissinger, raid draft 
boards and blow up heating, 
tunnels under federal build-
ings in Washington. 
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