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The Case of the
"Disappearing
Conspiracy
By Betty Medsger
Staff writer Medsger covered

the Harrisburg trial for the
Washington Post

- In-addition "t /ils other asscts tie
, : o irband on Al Denc

giving the Jurors’ so
charge' on conspiracy
sasked to have it reread
%jud,ge summarized some

JUST MINUTES before the
federal jury announced its .
decision, the Rev. Philip
Berrigan and his six co-
defendants were quietly
emptying their purses and

Wﬂh m.D. Ste he} a hano\ ~hes
man” with” .a *bgoming voice and -
years expemem-e on the W ‘lmm"i.- 1,
Del., police department, describéd how

* he rushed to the third floor of the Cu
* toms mesw there on June 19, g9‘70
inspect what “appeared to be a flasn
light but might have bheen an explm
sive.” P
Stepheyv. whao heads the Wilmingto:
poliée department’s bomb sguad, said
‘gounts that charged he examined” the foil-coverrd objec
ﬁiﬂ Sister Blizabeth - that looked like a flashlight. And
ed “threaten- turned out to be, a3 he put it, a “eum
f)‘ 4 ! mon flashlizht” The jurors had he




fur tht' Rev Daniel Berﬁgan bmthvr
f Philxp Berri; gan. T‘or 1our momhs in

xe,game crime mr whxch mb hm’!’m
is Se\rv:ng a six-year sentence. i
- Jdn fact, said an agent from the Nev»

York FBI offjce. surveillance of Sister

MeAlister was suspended Aug. 11, 1970,

the day Daniel Berrigan was arrested
on Block Island, R.I. There was noisur-
veillance of her again. said the agent.
until Jan. 12, 1971, the day she was ar-

rested on charges of conspiring to kid-
nap and bomb.

Inasmuch as the T'B1 allegedly be-
ilteved after seeing letiers exchanged
Em August, 1870 by Philip Berrigan and |
4 | S wSiSter McAlister that sie was a leader -

© the' ?hil%dﬁxph;a - o O St ©f a kidnapingbomb plot,
J:aId in February, }97 ‘ v st!: nge that she was not yndeér urveil-
‘ Douglas, ;{Q‘ﬂ 3 i d-Philip
m ¢ of the Catholic

Left, said SISN‘I‘ MeAlister was in




the “deputy seeurity ot the
commission. When he got there the of-
fice was crowed. In addition to the se-




