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Judge in Error: 
Harrisburg 7 

HARRISBURG (Pa.) — 
(UPI) — The Harrisburg 7 
jury began deliberations to-
day following a. charge by 
federal judge R. Dixon Her-
m a n which the defense 
termed "an argument for .a 
verdict of guilty." 

The two-hour charge end- 
ed at 2:11 p.m. (EST) when 
the jury left for a small jury 
room adjacent to the court-
room. Nine U.S. marshals 
were assigned to guard the 
jurors during their delibera-
tion. 

The Rev. Philip Berrigan 
and six other antiwar acti-
vists are accused of plotting 
to kidnap presidential advis-
er Henry Kissinger, blow up 
the heating tunnels in Wash-
ington buildings . and vandal-
ize draft boards. 

Herman, 61, gave t h e 
usual analysis of the laws 
involved, then suddenly an-
nounced that he would "re-
view my recollections of the 
'testimony." He then listed 
the key evidence presented 
by the government during 
the trial which started Jan. 
24. 

`Never Before' 
During his presentation of 

evidence, the defense 
charged, he made at least 
three errors which he re-
fused to correct ,despite their 
vehement complaints. 

"It constituted an argu-
ment for a verdict of 
guilt y," Sister Elizabeth 
McAlister, a defendant, said 
after the case was presented 
to the jury. 

"It was the best prosecu-
tion argument in the trial." 

Defense attorney P a u 1 
O'Dwyer said judges have 
commented on evidence be-
fore but he added: 

"Never has it ever been 
done quite so onesidedly." 

O'Dwyer said . even though 
the defense did not call wit-
nesses, Herman could have 
brought out points made .by 
the defense during cross-
examination. 

"We proved through our 
questioning that they had no 
ease." he said. 

Errors Cited 
Defense attorneys charged 

that Herman was in error 
when he said. Sister Eliza-
beth had told FBI informer 
Boyd F. Douglas in October, 
1970, that "the kidnaping 
plans were continuing." This 
was never brought out dur-
ing the trial. 

The defense also said Her- 
m a n had accused Mary 
Scobliek, another defandant, 
of being at a meeting in 
Philadelphia when there was 
no testimony to that effect. 

Herman also. said during 
his charge that a letter writ-
ten by another defendant, the 
Rev.  Neil McLaughlin, 
should be considered as evi-
dence against him because 
it called persons who raided 
a Rochester, N.Y., draft 
board "our people." 

Defense attorneys said 
Herman had taken the "our 
people" quote out of context. 
They pointed out that even 
the prosecution had never 
brought this out during the 
10 weeks of the trial. 

During the earlier part of 
his charge, Herman warned 

the jury they could not con-
sider the atiwar philosophies 
of the defendants. 

"This is not a political 
trial," he said, "it is not a 
trial against the war in Viet-
nam." 


