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HARRISBURG, Pa., March 20 
`--The Government's contention 
that the Rev. Philip F. Berrigan 
and another antiwar priest se-
cretly checked a utility tunnel 
system in Washington to see 
whether its destruction was 
feasible received circumstantial 
support today from witnesses 
at the Berrigan trial. 

A former elevator operator 
in the Senate Office Building 
quoted the Rev. Joseph Wende-
roth as saying that he and Fa-
ther Berrigan donned coveralls 
and entered a section of the 
seven-mile tunnel system that 
supplies heat to 75 Government 
buildings in Washington. 

The two Roman Catholic 
priests and five other defend-
ants are charged with conspir-
ing during 1970 to blow up the tunnels, kidnap the Presi-
dential aide Henry A. Kissinger 
and raid draft boards in several 
states. 

`Vague Discussion' 
Another Government witness 

said he heardFatherWenderoth 
in a "vague discussion" of a 
possible disruption ofthetunnel 
system. The witness said that 
at a subsequent peace rally at Catholic Universitytherewas 
"general talk" of the feasibility of political kidnappings such as were occurring then in Canada 
and South America. 

The witness did not place 
Father Wenderoth at the rally, which was open to the • public. Its chairmanwasJohnSwinglish, an alleged co-conspirator who 
is not on trial here. 

Despite this testimony the 
Government founditselfnearing 
the end of its case without any 
eyewitness evidence putting 
the two priests in the tunnel. 

The conspiracy charage, as 
regards both the tunnels and 
the alleged kidnapping, rests heaviily on the evidence of a 
paid F.B.I. informer, Boyd F. Douglas Jr., who gave the Gov-
ernment copies of the alleged 
letters between Father Berrigan 
and Sister Elizabeth McAlis-
ter, a New York City nun, 
outling the purported plot. 

Overt Act No. 4 in the 
Government's 	conspiracy 
charge says that "on or about 
April 1, 1970, Philip Berrigan 
and Joseph Wederoth entered 
underground tunnels in Wash-
ington, D. C." 
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Several Witnesses Called 
Chief Prosecutor William S. 

Lynch called several witnesses 
to testify about this. 

John F. Millard of Warren, 
R. L, a part-time student at 
Boston College, said he was an 
elevator operator in the Senate 
Office Building in June, 1970, 
when he first met Father Wen-
deroth at a peace meeting on 
theMall at Catholic University 

Mr. Millard, a thin youth 
with long curly hair and a droopy moustache, said that 
when Father Wenderoth learn-
ed of his job the following 
conversation took place? 

"Father Wenderoth asked 
me what I thought of the idea 
of a protest against the war 
that would involve a power 
failure or blackout of Govern-
ment buildings. 

"He asked two questions: 
first, were any guards on duty 
in the Senate ofice building, 
and second, did I ever see the 
basement in the building? 

"I told him it was common 
knowledge that guards were all over the building and that 
the basement was big dark 
place with a lot of pipes. 

"He said that he and Philip 
Berrigan had been in the tunnel 
of some building dressed in 
coveralls. I do recall the For-
restal Building being men-
timed." 

3arlier, a government official 
tetified that there were en-
traices to the tunnel system 
ody at the Forrestal Building, 
the State Department Building 
am the Potomac Annex Bulding. 

the War and Alienation 
Ar. Millard said he did not 

tale the priest's remarks seri-
ousy. He though that Father 
Weideroth was merely ex-
presing "a very vague idea 
that didn't represent anything conrete." 

"lly immediate thought," he 
addel, "was what it would be 
like o be in an elevator during 
a bbckout. I mentioned the 
possnle dangers. Father Wen-
deron replied: 'That, of course, 
is mu immediate concern.' 

"Bit it seemed to me that 
any Irotest ought to be de-
signee to show what was 
wrong with the war, and this 
sort 0 thing would only alien-ate pople."  

Mr. Millard said the next 
time la saw Father Wenderoth 
was at an antiwar meeting in .  Baltimure where, he said, there 
was nomention of blowing up tunnels, only a general discus-
sion of the war itself. He said he and his friends found the 
discussim "so boring we sat 
off by turselves and talked of other thngs." 

Anthoty D. Barone, 25, of Arlingtm Va., a Civil Service 
Administation employe, said he 
heard Fther Wenderoth dis-cuss "esalation of tactics, in-
cluding to possible disruption of the tnnel system." at a 
peace meting. However, he 
was unabe to identify Father 
Wenderotl in the courtroom. 

Some imnths later, at an ad-vertised rtly of the Catholic 
Peace Movement there was a 
brief discusion of political kid-
n•apping hesaid, but "there did not seem D be any urgency about anyang." 


