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P
rospethve B

errigan jurors .  A
sked for P

ersonal F
eelings on V

ietnam
 W

ar and C
atholics 

B
y H

O
M

E
R

 B
IG

A
R

T
 

S
pecial to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

H
A

R
R

IS
B

U
R

G
, P

a., Jan. 25  
—

 T
h
ree p

ro
sp

ectiv
e w

o
m

en
  

ju
ro

rs in
 th

e co
n
sp

iracy
 tria 

o
f th

e R
ev

. P
h
ilip

 F
. B

errig
an

 
 

an
d
 six

 o
th

er an
tiw

ar activ
ists;  

sp
o
k
e u

p
 in

 co
u
rt to

d
ay

 to
 re• 

v
e
a
l th

e
ir p

e
rso

n
a
l fe

e
lin

g
 

ag
ain

st th
e w

ar in
 V

ietn
am

 
T

h
e
ir p

le
a
 to

 b
e
 e

x
c
u

sed 
 

from
 jury duty confronted F

ed 
eral D

istrict Ju
d
g
e R

. D
ix oi 

 
H

erm
an w

ith a crucial decision 
T

h
e w

o
m

en
 said

 th
ey

 b
eliev

e 
th

a
t th

e
ir fe

e
lin

g
s w

e
re

 
strong they m

ight be prevent 
fro

m
 im

p
artially

 w
eig

h
in

g
 th

 
g
u
ilt o

r in
n
o
cen

ce o
f th

e d
e 

fendants. 
T

he judge reserved decisio 
T

h
e d

efen
d
an

ts, th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e' 

spokesm
an, D

r. E
qbal A

hm
ed, 

a P
ak

istan
i sch

o
lar, said

 th
ey

 
• e ju

d
g
e's 

lin
e o

f q
u
estio

n
in

g
 o

n
 w

ar at - 
,
 

titudes. 	
E

v
ery

o
n
e w

as fo
r o

r 
against 

th
e w

ar,. D
r. A

lu
n
ad

 
sad

, b
u
t o

n
ly

 th
o
se v

en
irem

en
 

w
ith

 an
 an

tiw
ar attitu

d
e w

ere 
lik

ely
 to

 rev
eal it w

h
ile th

o
se 

w
ho 	

supported 	
th

e 	
G

overn- 
' m

erit's 	
V

ietnam
 	

policy 	
and 

th
ese w

h
o
 "accep

ted
 w

ar 
	a 

natural phenom
enthrlike the ex- 

• istence of poverty or som
ething 

i  ordained" w
ould rem

ain silent. 
; T

h
e resu

lt, h
e said

; w
o
u
ld

 b
e 

1 
	pro-governm

ent jury. 
) i 	

62 V
enirem

en Q
uestioned 

! 	
T

he w
om

en revealed their at- 
- titu

d
es w

h
en

 Ju
d
g
e H

erm
an

 
ask

ed
 6

2
 v

en
irem

erg
 "W

o
u
ld

 
. y

o
u
r feelin

g
s fo

r o
r 	

against 
- +K

. 	
viatriarn 	

rem
fliet 	

nrevA
nt 

w
ere disturbed :by the, judge's 

 

y
o
u
 fro

m
 m

ak
in

g
 an

 im
p
artial 

decision on these defendants?" 
O

n
e o

f th
e w

o
m

en
 -- Ju

d
g
e 

H
erm

an
 h

as ask
ed

 th
e p

ress 
not 	

to 	
identify 	

prospective 
jurors—

explained that her sofa 
h
ad

 a v
ery

 lo
w

 d
raft n

u
m

b
er 

—
23- 
"A

s a m
o
th

er o
f th

ree so
n
s, 

I have feelings against the w
ar," 

said another. "I sincerely h p%
 

I sin
cerely

 p
ray

 th
is w

o
u
ld

t  
"
 

sw
ay m

y opinion. 	
- 

. 
A

 B
arrage of Q

uestions 
"rm

 
sp

tip
ath

etic 	
to

 th
o
se

 
w

h
o
 w

a
n
t to

 e
n
d
 th

e
 w

a
r," 

said the m
other of the son w

ith 
th

e lo
w

 d
raft n

u
m

b
er, 

"H
o
n
e
stly

, I d
o
n
't th

in
k
 I 
,, 

co
u
ld

 set m
y
 feed

in
g
s asid

e, 
said the blonde w

ife of a H
ar- 

risburg doctor. 
A

t the end of the day 46 D
er- so

n
s, 3

1
 w

o
m

en
 an

d
 1

5
 m

en
, 

co
m

p
o
sed

 th
e p

an
el o

f p
ro

s- 
p
ectiv

e ju
ro

rs. 	
T

h
ese 4

6
 	

had  
survived 
su

iv
ed

 a b
arrag

e o
f q

u
estio

n
s 

p
o
sed

 b
y
 th

e ju
d
g
e to

 d
eter- 

m
in

e w
h
eth

er th
ey

 h
arb

o
red

 
stro

n
g
 feelin

g
s ab

o
u
t th

e w
ar,  

s 	
g
 	

g 	
, 

(all 
about R

om
an C

atholics (all but 
one 	

o
f th

e
 	

defendants 	
is 	

a 

	

about 	
priests 	

and 
C

atholic), 
n
u
n
s; w

h
o
 ep

g
ag

ed
 iL

 an
tiw

ar 
d
em

o
n
stratio

n
s, w

h
eth

er th
ey

 
belonged to the K

u K
lux K

lan, 
h 	

B
' 	

h
 S

o
ciety

, th
 	

S
'l 

Jo
 n

 	
irc 
	

e 'S
ilver 

s
h
ift 

S
tudents  fo

r a
 D

e
m

o
- 

cratic S
o
ciety

 o
r 	

an
y
 o

rg
an

-  
izatio

n
 th

at so
u
g
h
t to

 cu
rtail 

the 	
activities 	

o
f th

e R
o
m

an
 

C
atholic C

hurch-" 
. 	

to A
re an

y
 o

f y
o
u
 related

 b
y
 

b
lo

o
d
 o

r m
arriag

e to
 H

en
ry

 A
. 

K
issinger?" the judge asked. N

o 
o
n
e w

as O
n
e o

f th
e ch

arg
es 

ag
ain

st th
e d

efen
d
an

ts is th
at 

they plotted to kidnap M
r. K

is- 
P

resid
en

tial ad
v
iser o

n
 

foreign 	
policy 	

m
atters, 	

and 
hold him

 until P
resident N

ixon 
p
ro

m
ised

 to
 en

d
 th

e w
ar. 

- 	
' 

T
he jurors indicated by their 

silen
ce th

at th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e 
• 

• 
prejudiced 	

by 	
the 	

fact 	
that 

F
ather B

enigan, accused of di- 
m

etin
g
 th

e alleg
ed

 co
n
sp

iracy
 

to
 ab

d
u
ct M

r. K
issin

g
er, b

lo
w

 
u-

 
o
 h

eatin
g
 tu

n
n
els o

f g
o
v
ern

- 
m

en
 b

u
ild

in
 
	

W
ashington 

g
s in

 	
ington 

an
d
 d

estro
y
 d

raft files in
 sev

- 
eral cities, w

as cu
rren

tly
 serv

- 
in

g
 a six

-y
ear sen

ten
ce in

 th
e 

F
ederal 	

penitentiary 	
in 	

D
an- 

b
u
ry

, C
o
n
n
. H

e w
as co

n
v
icted

 
o
f d

estro
y
in

g
 d

raft reco
rd

s in
 

B
altim

ore and C
atonsville, M

d. 
S

everal 	
of 	

the 	
prospective 

jurors had served in the arm
ed 

fo
rce%

 b
u
t n

o
n
e 

in 
V

ietnam
.  

A
sk

ed
 b

y
 th

e ju
d
g
e w

h
eth

er 
their 	

m
ilitary 	

service 	
w

ould 
have any bearing on their abil- 
ity

 to
 ju

d
g
e th

is case, all said
 

n
o
, b

u
t o

n
e v

eteran
 w

as ex
- 

cused a few
 m

inutes later w
hen 

he 	
replied 	

negatively 	
to

 	
a 

. 
q
u
estio

n
 o

f w
h
eth

er h
e co

u
ld

 
"decide the case on its m

erits." 
D

r. A
h
m

ad
 is an

 alien
 an

d
 a 

M
oslem

. 	
T

he 	
judge 	

asked 
w

h
eth

er th
ese facts w

o
u
ld

 in
 

flu
en

ce th
e ju

ro
rs. T

h
ey

 said
 

no. N
either 	

l 
. 	

er w
o
u
 d

 th
ey

 ad
m

it 
any 	

bias 	
against 	

defendants 
A

nthony S
coblick and his w

ife, 
M

ary 	
C

ain 	
S

coblick 	
because 

M
r. 	

S
co

b
lick

 w
as 	

a 	
form

er 
p
riest an

d
 h

is w
ife a fo

rm
er 

nun. 
W

hen 	
Judge 	

H
erm

an 	
de- 

scribed 	
M

r. 	
S

coblick 	
as 	

a 
priest w

ho "left his order," M
r. 

S
coblick 	

interiPi•torl 
. _ .... 	

nrilitelv 

"Y
o
u
r H

o
n
o
r, y

o
u
're alw

ay
s t 

priest." 
A

ll rig
h
t, y

o
u
're a p

riest,' 
th

e ju
d
g
e said

 an
d
 h

e w
en

t o
r 

to introduce M
rs. S

coblick as z 
"form

er nun," adding: "I don't 
k
n
o
w

 if y
o
u
're alw

ay
s a n

u
r 

b
u
t I u

n
d
erstan

d
 	

she's 	
sepa. 

rated." 
T

he 	
other 	

defendants 	
are 

S
ister 	

E
lizabeth 	

M
cA

lister, 	
a 

professor 	
of 	

art 	
history 	

at 
M

ary
m

o
u
n
t C

o
lleg

e in
 T

arry
. 

tow
n, N

.Y
., and, tw

o B
altim

ore 
priests, the R

ev. Joseph W
end-

ero
th

 an
d
 th

e R
ev

. N
eil M

c-
L

oughlin. 
Judge H

erm
an told the jurors 

th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e iso

lated
 in

 a 
h
o
tel d

u
rin

g
 th

e len
g
th

 o
f th

e 
trial, w

hich he said m
ig

h
t last 

th
ree m

o
n
th

s. 	
S

ev
eral ju

ro
rs 

pleaded hardship, but only tw
o 

w
a
r
s
 a

v
,' 


