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F
rom

 a C
ellblock in C

onnecticut 
T

h
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 sta

tem
en

t w
a
s w

rit-
te

n
 b

y
 a

 g
ro

u
p
 o

f 
prisoners calling 

th
em

selves th
e "D

a
n
b
u
ry R

esisters" 
inside the F

ederal' P
enitentiary in C

on-
necticut, w

here tlie B
errigan brothers 

h
a

ve b
een

 servin
g

 sen
ten

ces fo
r d

e-
stroying d

raft reco
rd

s. 
A

fter issu
in

g
 

th
e statem

en
t o

n
 'tu

g
. 6

--"th
e anni-

versary of 
H

iroshirm
a"—

they began a 
hunger 

strike. O
n 

W
ed

n
esd

a
y, P

h
ilip

 
B

errig
a

n
 a

n
d

 ten
 strikers 

w
ere 

re-
m

oved 
to

 a
 

F
ed

era
l' p

riso
n

 h
o
sp

ita
l 

in
 M

isso
u

ri. T
h

e sta
tem

en
t g

a
ve these 

reasons for 
th

e p
riso

n
ers' p

ro
test: 

L
 T

he denial of petiole to D
an and 

P
hil B

errigan. 
T

h
e actio

n
 o

f th
e b

o
ard

 o
f p

aro
le 

w
as p

u
re an

d
 sim

p
le; an

 act o
f re-

venge, a crim
e of punishm

ent. P
arole 

w
as denied D

an, although in June he 
h
ad

 n
early

 d
ied

 o
f m

assiv
e allerg

ic 
shock, and as a result, is tseriously im

-
p
aired

 in
 h

ealth
. T

h
e b

o
ard

 ch
o
se to

 
ig

n
o

re m
ed

ical testim
o

n
y

 o
ffered

 to
 

this effect by tw
o doctors. 

P
h

il's d
en

ial o
f p

aro
le is b

ey
o

n
d

 
doubt a spasm

 of revenge for his acts 
of resistance in B

altim
ore and C

atons-
v
ille, an

d
 h

is refu
sal in

 A
p
ril, 1

9
7
4
, 

to surrender to the law
 on sctedule. 

W
e dem

and the release of ]D
an, and 

a serio
u

s an
d

 o
p

en
 rev

iew
 o

f P
h

il's 
case. 

IL
 W

e protest the operationv of the 
F

ederal P
arole B

oard. 
A

t p
resen

t th
e 'D

o
w

d
 co

n
d

u
ld

s its 

D
en

ia
l o

f P
a

ro
le to

 
T

h
e B

errigan
s W

as 
A

n
 A

ct o
f R

even
g

e 

business arbitrarily, in secret, and w
ith 

m
axim

um
 delay. Its m

ethods place the 
board's acts beyond public scrutiny. 
S

uch m
ethods also im

pose harsh suf-
fering on prisoners and their fam

ilies. 
In

 th
e B

errig
an

 case, th
e b

o
ard

 
an

n
o
u
n
ced

 its d
ecisio

n
 w

ith
in

 eig
h
t 

d
ay

s; th
u

s it so
u

g
h

t to
 create th

e 
im

p
ressio

n
 th

at all its d
ecisio

n
s are 

reached prom
ptly. In fact, before pris-

oners are inform
ed of their fate, delays 

of six to eight w
eeks, or even longer, 

are th
e ru

le. 
M

o
reo

v
er, p

riso
n

ers h
av

e n
o

 ac-
cess to

 th
eir b

o
ard

 file, n
o
r is th

e 
b

o
ard

 acco
u

n
tab

le fo
r th

e reaso
n

s, 
often political in nature, w

hich govern 
its refusal of parole. 

W
e call th

erefo
re fo

r a C
o
n
g
res-

sional investigation of the F
ederal P

a-
role B

oard, an end to its im
m

unity and 
secrecy, a ruling that it be obliged to 
h
an

d
 d

o
w

n
 its d

ecisio
n
s w

ith
in

 tw
o
 

w
eeks tim

e. 
III. W

e 
p

ro
test also

 th
e fate o

f 
V

ietnam
ese political prisoners, espe-

cially those confined to the tiger cages 
of C

on S
on. W

e protest the G
overn-

m
ent silence, in face of the revelations  

m
ade by C

ongressm
an W

m
. A

nderson 
last year. W

e are appalled, m
oreover 

to learn that the S
aigon G

overnm
ent, 

w
ith A

m
erican approval, has contract-

ed
 to

 b
u

ild
 m

o
re o

f th
ese in

fam
o

u
s 

cages. W
e dem

and that such construc-
tion stop at once, and that C

ongress-
m

an A
nderson travel to V

ietnam
, em

-
pow

ered to oversee the transfer of all 
prisoners from

 these cages. 
T

h
is D

an
b

u
ry

 p
riso

n
 statem

en
t is 

ad
d
ressed

 to
 all secto

rs o
f th

e an
ti-

w
ar m

ovem
ent. W

e are w
riting to you 

in
 th

e h
o

p
e th

at o
u

r so
lid

arity
 in

 re-
sistance m

ay m
eet your ow

n, and that 
th

e rep
ressio

n
 an

d
 v

io
len

ce w
e risk

 
m

ay m
ove you to support us. 

T
he cause is yours, as w

ell as ours. 
T

he fate of political prisoners as w
ell 

as the fate of the V
ietnam

ese people, 
d

ep
en

d
s at least in

 m
easu

re, o
n

 a 
peace m

ovem
ent that is on the m

ove. 
W

e are co
n

v
in

ced
 th

at alm
o

st th
e 

exact opposite is the case at present. 
T

he A
m

erican peace m
ovem

ent is all 
b

u
t p

araly
zed

. Its co
n

d
itio

n
 is su

ch
 

that in an ironic w
ay, even N

ixon can 
count on it. H

e can count on it to be 
tardy and hesitant, to w

ant the peace 
less th

an
 h

e w
an

ts th
e w

ar. H
e can

 
co

u
n
t o

n
 th

e m
o
v
em

en
t to

 fear h
is 

jails, to dread his grand juries. 
W

e ask: can w
e political prisoners 

count on you? C
an the tortured, dis-

placed, im
prisoned V

ietnam
ese count 

on you? 

W
e w

ait your answ
er. 

B
ut the G

overnm
ent w

ill take our 
dem

ands seriously, only if you take 
th

em
 serio

u
sly

. W
e p

riso
n

ers, can
 

only raise the issues by putting our-
selv

es o
n

 th
e lin

e, in
 th

e h
o

p
e th

at 
you w

ill'respond. "T
he issue of prison-

ers is p
art o

f th
e g

reat issu
e o

f th
e 

w
ar, w

h
ich

 is th
e first issu

e o
f all. 

W
e support those in prison; w

e resist 
the w

ar." 
T

he w
ar w

ill end w
hen A

m
ericans 

w
ant peace badly enough. T

hey have 
paid the price of w

ar, in lives lost and 
taken, in the m

oral derangem
ent. of 

the nation, in the w
aste of the goods 

of the w
orld. B

ut they have scarcely 
begun to im

agine the cost of ,peace, 
w

hich is the m
oral equivalent' ',o

f th
e 

co
st o

f w
ar, n

o
n

-v
io

len
t resistan

ce, 
honesty and com

passion in cO
nduct, 

the hum
an use of the w

orld. 
A

m
erican

s p
rid

e th
em

selv
es o

n
 

never having lost a w
ar. T

heir pride 
is their indictm

ent. W
hat they are de-

clarin
g
 is: w

e h
av

e n
ev

er w
o
n
 th

e 
peace. W

e have built m
ilitary cem

e-
teries an

d
 civ

ilian
 slu

m
s, p

ro
m

ised
 

hope to the w
orld and delivered death, 

sharpened our w
eaponry . w

hile our 
cities rotted. 

W
e p

riso
n
ers h

av
e ch

o
sen

 o
u
r 

w
ay of resistance. W

e ask you 'tb join 
us, in w

hatever w
ay courage or out-

rag
e o

r th
e v

o
ice o

f G
o

d
 an

d
, m

an
, 

m
ay suggest to you. 	
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