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The: United - States Board of
_ Parole” decided . today not ..to
‘parole theRet. Philip ¥. Béfri-
gan_.and . the " Rev. : Daniel .J,
_Bemgan, .. Roman. "~ Catholic
. priests imprisoned for déstroy-
- Ing . draft . board . records.
.Thé. hoard- ‘hedrd. .the .cases
automancafly since both men
‘Will' havé served: one-third of!
- their, prison’ sentences thhuu
the ‘next: two ‘months: It - was'
“the first “hedring - given :them,|
and, -undér the board’s 1'ules,|
_ they wete not represented by,
courise! and no withessés were!
| present at “‘the closed s&ession.
. The board, which- currenﬂy!
has seven: members .does - not
annotince . 'the vote By which
it reaches its -decision. The
Berrigans needed &, majority of
- four votes to be paroled
- George J. Reed, chairman of
the board; said that 'it’ would
again. ‘ consider: Father Philip
Befrigant’s . case .in, ‘January,
1873, but - that - Father Daniel
Bemgan should ' remain ' in
prison until. his- mandatory re-
lease .date. With - time off. for
good ‘behavior,. that would be
Nov. 23, 1972.
‘Father Phili pBemgan was
mdxcted last ~April;- together
with: seven  other, persons, . in
,Hamsburg, Paon. charges of
conspiring. to destroy the Hfiles
“of. - several: : Selective. : Service
board offices, to. destroy .the
hegtmg -system. of -Government
. buildings ‘and to' kidnap Henry
‘A Kissinger, Présiderit Nixon’s
. ‘mational security- adviser.. -
- “When - William - Bender, * at-
' torney for, thé priests was told
of the parcde decmlon, ‘he said,
“In ‘90 'days \We're éntitled t6
appeal -to the parole bOard
S We will” -7

Sentenced in 1968 .

Fdfher Philip- Bemgan, who
s 47 ‘years, old, was sentenced
iniMay, 1968, ‘to.six yedrs. for
mutﬂatmg draft board records
“in'. Baltimore. - In November,
"1968, he recelved a three and
a Half year. sentence,’: to. run
“concurrently with the six,” for
"~ destroying draft-- records in
Catonsville, Md."-
- .. Father Daniel Bemga.n, E hls
'brother who is a-poet, was|
* $eiitenced .in’ November; 1968,
to three years, also for destroy-
) 1ng draft records in: Catfonsville.
‘Both are serving their sen-
. tences at: the' Fedéral . Correc-
" tional. Instltutxon -at Danbuty,
. Conn.. -
In accordance w1th the parole
‘board’s procedure, the priests
had -2 hearing at Danbury: on
-July'19. Each of them met for
about 30:minutes with a'parole
-examiner,’ who. went over their|
- files. and asked ‘them’ questions
about their adjustment to ns—
enrlife:to try-to find out']
“their:’ rehabzhtatlon has pro-
gressed
. :$Today,. the board looked at
;the reports . of * the “examirer
. and’the. prison records’ of the
.Berngans .The priests”. cases
‘ were twoof 11" consx’dered ‘by
the: board today.
“i1f. Father.. Phﬂi{)
. Jiot granted . parole; !
“insprison until the.date .0 h-
~mandatory . release.  With “time ‘
off- . for .good.. behavxor >that
-*would“be Feb 15, 1974\ e
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