BerriganCase Broadened; |

By BILL.

HARRISBURG, April 30—A
Federal grand jury here today
re-indicted the Rev. Philip F.
Berrigan and five other per-
sons on charges of conspiring
to kidnap Henry A. Kissinger,
President Nixon’s mnational
security adviser. ;

The new indictment also

Excerpts from letters are
printed on Page 12.

adds two new defendants and
broadens the conspiracy charge
to dinclude a series of draft
board raids as part of a se-
quence of antiwar acts leading

Letters on ‘Plot’ Released
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Elizabeth McAlister, a-nun, and
Father Berrigan, Sister Mec-
Alister allegedly raised the idea
“tp kidnap someone like Henry
Kissinger” and “to-issue a set
of demands on the war.”

Father Berrigan's alleged
reply a few days later raised
objections but added, “None-
theless, I like the plan.”

The new indictment appears
to soften the kidnapping-bomb-
ing charge by changing -the
wording from the original in-
dictment in a way that reduces
the penalty for conviction from
life imprisonment to five years

tempt.
The
companied by

indictments were ac-

allegedly exchanged by Sister

to the alleged kidnapping at-|in prison.
This was accomplished by
charging that the kidnapping-

two letters

Continued on Page 12, Column 4

bombing plot was part of a

other acts. This wording —
rather than-as in the original
indictment, where the kidnap-
|ping-bombing  plot makes up

the conspiracy — changes the| °
possible penalty on conviction.| -

- It also appears to make pos-
sible a conviction on the con-
spiracy charage without specif-
ically proving the original plot

if the other overt acts can be )

proved. ’ : -
- The action; which ended two
weeks of grand jury investiga-

tion, supersedes a Jan. 10 in-|-

dictment by the same grand

jury -of Father Berrigan, -Sister| -

McAlister and four other per-
sons. They were charged with
plotting to destroy the heating
systems of Government build-
ings and to kidnap Mr. Kis-
singer. - ’

. Today’s action retains the or-

iginal ‘charges and names the

same six co-defendants but adds
two additional .defendants and

13 new acts in the conspiracy

to ‘destroy files in draft boards

and’ other Government offices
in at least five cities. -

“Named as defendants in the

new indictments are: i
Father Berrigan, 47 years old,

bresently serving a“ prison
sentence at the Federal Cor-

* rectional Institution at Dan-

bury, Conn., for participation

_ in the destruction of :Selec-

tive Service records in Ca-

_ tongville, Md., in 1968.

Sister McAlister, 31,:of Mary-

ﬁognt College in Tarrytown,

The Rev. Joseph Reese Wen-

deroth, 35, of Baltimore.

The Rev. Neil - Raymond Mc-
Laughlin, 30, of Baltimore.
Anthony "Scoblick, 30, a form-
er priest, of Baltimore. . -
Eqgbal Ahmad, 40, a fellow o
the Adlai Stevenson Institu-
tion of Public Affairs, Chi-

cago.

Mary. Cain Scoblick, 32, a new
. defendant, a former nun and
“wife .of Anthony Scoblick.

John Theodore Glick, 21, a new

defendant, presently serving
an 18-month prison sentence
at -the Federal Correctional
‘Institution at Ashland, Ky.,
for vandalizing offices of the
Selective - Service Board and
other offices in Rochester in
1970,
At the same time, the grand
jury removed three persons
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larger conspiracy that includes|.

Associated Press

 The Rev. Philip F. Berrigan

uningdicted ' co-conspirators -on
the original-indictment. Those
dropped . were the . Rev. Daniel
J. Berrigan, brother - of Philip
and a leading figure in the
Catholic, antiwar movement,
and Thomas Davidson and Paul
Mayer.

Still listed -as unindicted co-
conspirators are Miss Beverly
Bell, William Davidon, Jogues
Egan and Marjorie . Shuman.

The grand jury also handed

down criminal contempt indict-
ments against three witnesses
who had been subpoenaed
but who  refused to. testify
earlier this week. Indicted on
criminal contempt -charges to-
day were Miss Anne Menz o
Philadelphia; John Swinglish of
Philadelphia, and Joseph Gil-
christ of Ithaca, who is now
serving a sentence in the Fed-
era] Prison in Milan, Mich., for
the 1970 Rochester draft board
raid.
" Although the charges on kid-
napping and destruction , of
heating systems appeared little
changed from the old indict-
ment, the Government attached
two letters ' supporting those
charges to the new indictments.
The letters, purportedly ex-
changed between Sister Mec-
Alister and Father Berrigan in
1970, while he was being held
at Lewisburg Federal Prison
near here, give details of the
kidnapping plot allegedly sug-
gested by Mr. Ahmad. -

from the list of those named as

that includes the following.

“To kidnap — in our. term-

linology make a citizen’s arrest

of — someone like Henry Kis-
singer. Him because of his in-
fluence as policy-maker yet|
sans Cabinet status, he would
therefore not be as much pro-
tected as one of the bigger
wigs. : , )

“To issue a set of demands,
E. G., cessation of the use of

Cambodia, & release of politi-

|cal prisoners.”

The: letter then goes on to
suggest how the prisoner could
be used as a hostage -and re-
leased unharmed.

rigan two days later, Aug. 22,
1970, he is supposed to have
replied: -

“About the plan — the first

der. .

llence bag) it is merely to ob-
serve that one has set the
precedent, and that later on,
when govm’t.resistance to this
sort of thing stiffens, men will
be killed.” -

William S, Lynch, an Assist-
ant United States Attorney,

cluded on this indictment when
they were not included on the
original indictment limited to
those charges. He replied that
it was “customary” to attach
such evidence to indictments
that charge persons with pass-
ing threatening letters through
the mail.

“The . original indictment
made no such charge,” Mr.
‘Lynch said, “this one does.”

However, Thomas Mencker,
local counsel for all eight de-
fendants, called the release
“highly unusual” and added:

“It is highly irregular and

the Government is attempting
to publicize evidence that may
not be admissable at trial. The
matters in the letters are purely
discussion and not threats.”
The history of this case—
generally referred to as the
Berrigan case—has been one of

ernment’s handling of the mat-
ter. That began in December
when Representative William
R. Anderson, Tennessee Demo-

crat, criticized Mr. Hoover of
the F.B.I. for talking about the

The letter allegedly sent byalleged kidnapping plot long
Sister McAlister tells of a planbefore an official charges were

brought.

B52’s over N. Vietnam, Laos,|

. In the accompanying letter|
allegedly sent by Father Ber-|

time opens the door to mur-|:
. when I refer to murder|:
it is not to prohibit it absolute-|;
ly (violence against non-vio-|:

had been asked why letters in-|

potentially very prejudicial that|

growing criticism of the Gov-||




