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A
 lieutenant at the A

ttica C
ori 

rectional 	
F

acility 	
told 	

theldaY
, 

M
cK

ay C
om

m
ission yesterday 

that a suggestion for augm
ented 

security that w
as m

ade the day 
before prisoners rioted w

as re- 
jected

 fo
r eco

n
o
m

y
 reaso

n
s. 

T
he 	

officer, 	
R

obert 	
C

urtis, 
said

 th
at h

e h
ad

 b
eco

m
e "ex

- 
trem

ely 	
concerned" 	

as 	
he 

supervised 	
the 	

transfer 	
of 	

a 
w

h
ite in

m
ate fro

m
 F

iv
e C

o
rn

- 
p
an

y
 o

f A
 b

lo
ck

 to
 a seg

reg
a- 

L
ion cell, H

e said that som
e of , 

th
e 4

1
 	
o
th

ers o
n
 th

at g
allery

 
had 	

shouted 	
to 	

him
, 	

"W
e're 

going 	
to 	

burn 	
this 	

place 	
to- 

m
orrow

!" 
L

ieu
ten

an
t C

u
rtissaid

 h
e re- 

ported his 
fears 

to L
eon V

in-i"O
ne 

cent, assistant deputy superin-I 
ten

d
en

t, alo
n
g
 w

ith
 a reco

m
- 

m
en

d
atio

n
 th

at a late sh
ift o

f;  co
rrectio

n
 o

fficers b
e b

ro
u
g
h
t 

in
 fo

r early
 d

u
ty

 o
n
 th

e n
ex

t 
S

ep
t. 9

. 
M

r.V
incent .told 	

m
e, 	

'W
ho 

th
e
 h

e
ll is g

o
in

g
 to

 p
a
y
 th

e
 

overtim
e?' " 	

L
ieutenant 	

C
urtis 

said, 
H

e th
en

 ex
p
lain

ed
 h

o
w

 th
e 

next m
orning he received w

ord 
that F

ive C
om

pany w
as causing 

trouble in a central corridor on 
its w

ay
 b

ack
 fro

m
 m

ess h
all. 

T
hat group of m

en had already 
forced 	

the 	
release o

f o
n
e in

- 
m

ate w
h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 o

rd
ered

 
co

n
fin

ed
 to

 h
is cell fo

r h
av

in
g
 

th
ro

w
n
 a

 tin
 c

a
n
 a

t a
 g

u
a
rd

 
th

e n
ig

h
t b

efo
re, 

L
ieutenant C

urtis said he ran 
to

 th
e co

rrid
o
r in

 an
 attem

p
t 

to 	
reason 	

w
ith 	

the 	
inm

ates. 
o
f th

e
m

 h
it m

e
 in

 th
e
 

tem
ple," he said. T

he lieutenant 
recalled 	

th
at 	

he 	
w

as 	
then 

sw
arm

ed over by other inm
ates 

b
u
t w

as ev
en

tu
ally

 resu
ced

 b
y
 

tw
o correction officers w

ho 
d
rag

g
ed

 h
im

 to
 th

e tem
p
o
rary

 
safety 	

of 	
a 	

cellblock, 	
w

here 
the threem

enlockedthem
selves 

in a cell. 
S

tart of a R
ebellion 

E
arlier testim

o
n
y
 b

efo
re th

e 
panel 	

explained 	
h
o
w

 th
e 	

re- 
b
ellio

n
 h

ad
 .fan

n
ed

 	
o
u
t fro

m
 

th
at in

cid
en

t an
d
 h

ad
 co

m
e to

 
take 	

in
 m

u
c
h
 o

f th
e
 p

riso
n
 

a
re

a
 a

n
d
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 h

a
lf o

f 
A

ttica's 2,300 inm
ates. 

L
ieu

ten
an

t C
u
rtis 	

said 	
that 

h
e an

d
 th

e o
th

er tw
o
 g

u
ard

s 
w

ere 	
eventually 	

forced 	
from

 
their 	

sanctuary 	
by 	

prisoners 
th

reaten
tin

g
 to

 b
u
rn

 th
em

 o
u
t. 

B
u
t w

h
ile h

e w
as in

 th
e cell, 

ju
st m

in
u
tes 	

after 	
th

e in
itial 

eru
p
tio

n
 b

eg
an

, h
e h

eard
 	

an 
in

m
ate sh

o
u
tin

g
 o

rd
ers. "O

n
e 

squad over here. T
w

o squad go 

th
ere," w

as w
h
at h

e said
 h

e 
heard, 

T
his, 	

Ihe 	
said, 	

indicated 	
to

 
him

 that there w
as a degree of 

p
lan

n
in

g
 in

 th
e u

p
risin

g
 sli,_

 
m

"
 

th
e w

o
rd

 "sq
u
ad

" w
as n

o
t a 

p
art o

f ev
ery

d
ay

 u
sag

e in
 th

e 
prison. 

T
he lieutenant then explained 

th
e fin

al m
in

u
tes o

f h
is in

car- 
ceration 	

in 	
th

e 	
inm

ate-held 
y
ard

. H
e w

as b
lin

d
fh

ld
ed

 an
d
 

o
rd

ered
 to

, 
	in

 th
e cen

ter 
o
f th

e
 o

p
n
 a

re
 a

s te
a
r g

a
s- 

laden helicopters passed above 
"I h

eard
 th

e firin
g
 an

d
 I h

eard
 

the inm
ate behind m

e say, `I'm
 

h
it," h

e said
. "I su

d
d
en

ly
 felt 

a terrific jo
lt in

 th
e b

ack
 th

at 
drove m

e to m
y knees." 

T
h
e lieu

ten
an

t said
 th

at at 
first h

e th
o
u
g
h
t th

e p
ain

 w
as 

fro
m

 a b
lo

w
 b

u
t later learn

ed
 

he had been w
oulnded tw

ice by 

sh
o
ts fro

m
 th

e assau
lt fo

rce o
f 

state troopers.. 
A

 seco
n
d
 fo

rm
er h

o
stag

e, 
F

ran
k
 W

ald
, w

h
o
 retired

 as 
a cap

tain
 at A

ttica last m
o
n
th

, 
echoed m

uch of the lieutenant's 
testim

o
n
y
, ex

p
lain

in
g
 th

at h e
  

had m
aintained som

e hope.righ 
u
n
ti th

e m
o
rn

in
 o

f th
e assau

lt. 
"B

u
t th

e 	I gave up and pre- 
p
ared

 to
 d

ie," h
e testified

. "I 
said a few

 prayers and w
aited." 

H
e w

as ultim
ately saved w

hen 
tro

o
p
er sn

ip
rers p

ick
ed

 o
ff th

e 
m

an assigned to him
 as his "ex- 

ecu
tio

n
er," h

e said
. 

M
r. W

ald
, w

h
o
 is 6

2
 y

ears 
old and w

as nicknam
ed P

appy 
b
y
 th

e in
m

ates, clo
sed

 w
ith

 a 
plea for m

ore m
oney and m

ore 
therapeutic 	

program
s 	

for 
prisons. 

S
everal 	

inm
ates 	

also 	
ap• 

peared yesterday, ,giving their 
view

s 	
of 	

the 	
final 	

assault. 

F
ran

cis Jo
sep

h
 H

u
en

, a 3
5
- 

year-old 	
prisoner 	

w
ho 	

had 
earlier to

ld
 th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 o

f 
his reluctant involvem

ent in the 
. 	. 	

. 

	

d
h
 	

h
d
b
 

uprising, 	
said 	

e 	
had 	

been 
sin

g
led

 o
u
t in

 th
e y

ard
 fo

r n
o
 

ap
p
aren

t reaso
n
 an

d
 fo

rced
 to

 
ru

n
 a g

n
tlet to

 a seg
reg

atio
n
 

c
e
ll, w

h
e
re

 h
e
 w

a
s k

e
p
t fo

r 
four m

onths. 
P

erry
 F

o
rd

, a b
lack

 in
m

ate, 
said

 h
e saw

 tro
o
p
ers fire o

n
 

in
m

ates w
h
o
 w

ere attem
p
tin

g
 

to
 g

iv
e u

p
 as th

e in
itial ro

u
n
d
 

o
f firin

g
 en

d
ed

. 
H

e
 sa

id
 a

 tro
o
p
e
r a

t 	
one 

p
o
in

t h
e
ld

 a
 sh

o
tg

u
n
 to

 h
is 

head, 	
cursing 	

him
 	

as 	
a 

"n
ig

g
er." H

e said
 th

at as th
e 

trooper 	
fired 	

another 	
trooper 

cam
e along and jostled the gun, 

cau
sin

g
 th

e sh
o
t to

 g
o
 w

id
e. 

H
e said

 th
at a p

ellet d
id

 strik
e 

h
im

 in
 th

e
 sh

o
u
ld

e
r. _

 	
_ 


