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Attica Q:mw& Says Economy Measures Hurt Security at Time of Rebellion

By MICHAEL T. KAUFMAN | correction officers be go:mz_gn was eventually resuced by

A lieutenant at the Attica Cor!in for early duty on the next/two correction officers who

rectional  Facility told the|day, Sept. 9. . |dragged him to the temporary
McKay Commission yesterday|,,, MIVincent told me, ‘Whosafety of a cellblock, where
thet & supsestion 15t toq the hell is going to pay the|the threemenlockedthemselves
L Sugg ugmented. gyertime? * Lieutenant O:Em:smom:.
security that was made the day|said. _ .
before prisoners rioted was re-| He then explained how the Start of a Rebellion
jected for economy reasons. |next morning he received word| Earlier testimony before the
| The officer, Robert Curtis, that Five Company was causing panel explained how the re-
said that he had become “ex-Itrouble in a central corridor onlbellion had -fanned out from
, concerned” as he|its way back from mess hall./that incident and had come to
a!That group of men had &nmma%w_.ﬁmwm in much of the prison
_ larea and more than
‘pany of A block to a segrega-'mate who had been ordered;Attica’s 2,300 inmates.
[tion cell. He said that some oficonfined . to. his cell for having| Lieutenant Curtis said. that
ithe 41 others on that gallery thrown a tin can at a guardihe and the other two guards
thad shouted to him, “We're the night before. |were eventually forced from
jgoing to burn this place to-! Lieutenant Curtis said he ranjtheir sanctuary by prisoners
,morrow!” to the corridor in an attempt threatenting to burn them out.
to reason with the EBmSm._mE while he was in the cell,
{

i Lieutenant Curtissaid he re-
jported his fears to Leon Vin-|“One of them hit me .in thejust minutes after the initial
Tm:ﬁ. assistant deputy superin- temple,” he said. The lieutenant eruption began, he heard an

_Hms%i. along with a recom-recalled that he was then inmate shouting orders. “One

half of

there,” was what he said he
heard.

This, he said, indicated to
him that there was a degree of
planning in the uprising since
the word “squad” was not a
part of everyday usage in the
prison.

The lieutenant then explained
the final minutes of his incar-
ceration in the inmate-held
yvard. He was blindfhlded and
ordered to stand in the center
of the open ‘are as tear gas-
iladen helicopters passed above
I heard the firing and I heard

Ithe inmate behind me say, ‘I'm

a terrific jolt in the back that
drove me to my knees.”

The lieutenant said that at
first he thought the pain was
from a blow but later learned

mendation that a late shift of swarmed over by other inmates|squad over here. Two squad go

N

the had been woulnded twice by

'hit,” he said. “I suddenly felt,

A T S S S AT T,

shots from the assault force %__
state troopers..

A second former hostage,
Frank Wald, who retired as
a captain at Attica last month,
echoed much of the lieutenant’s
testimony, explaining that he
had maintained some hope.righ
unti the mornin of the assault.

“But then I gave up and pre-
pared to die,” he testified. “I
said a few prayers and waited.”
He was ultimately saved when

iyear-old prisoner
earlier told the commission of
his reluctant involvement in the
said he had been
singled out in the yard for no
apparent reason and forced to
run a gntlet to a segregation
cell, where he was kept for
four months,

uprising,

Francis Joseph Huen, a 35-

who

had

Perry Ford, a black Inmate,

said he saw troopers fire on

trooper sniprers picked off the inmates who were attempting
man assigned to him as his “ex-ito give up as the initial round

ecutioner,” he said.

Mr. Wald, who is 62 years
old and was nicknamed Pappy
by the immates, closed with a
plea for more money and more

therapeutic programs for
prisons. )
Several inmates also ap-

of firing ended.

He said a trooper at one

cursing  him

point held a shotgun to his
‘head, .
“nigger.” He said that as the
trooper fired another trooper
came along and jostled the gun,
causing the shot to go wide.

as a

peared yesterday, giving their He said that a pellet did strike

views of the final

assault. |him in_the_shoulder.




