
T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 

R
E

L
E

A
SE

D
 FR

O
M

 A
T

T
IC

A
: 

R
ich

ard
 X

. C
lark

, a lead
-

er of S
ep

tem
b

er,  uprising, 
lea

v
in

g
 u

p
sta

te p
riso

n
. 

In
 p

art, h
e w

as referin
g
 to

 
h

is ex
p

ectatio
n

 th
at h

e b
e re-

arrested
 ("m

ay
b
e n

ex
t w

eek
, 

m
aybe even' tom

orrow
"). A

nd 
in

 p
art, h

e w
as v

o
icin

g
 a v

o
w

 
to

 d
ev

o
te h

is effo
rts o

u
tsid

e 
jail to

 raisin
g

 fu
n

d
s an

d
 su

p
-

p
o
rt fo

r "th
e b

ro
th

ers" still in
-

sid
e w

h
o

, h
e ch

arg
ed

, h
av

e 
b

een
 su

b
jected

 to
 p

ersisten
t 

harassm
ent. 

"I w
a
n

t to
 b

e an
 ex

ten
sio

n
 

of 
th

e b
ro

th
ers' v

o
ice o

n
 

the 
outside," he said. "I'm

 th
e first 

o
n

e to
 g

et o
u

t th
at th

e in
stitu

-
tio

n
 d

id
n
't w

an
t to

 let o
u
t." 

T
h

e w
ay

 to
 h

is release w
as 

cleared
 M

o
n

d
ay

 b
y

 an
 o

rd
er 

fro
m

 F
ed

eral Ju
d

g
e Jo

h
n

 
0

. 
H

en
d

erso
n

 in
 B

u
ffalo

, C
lark

, 
w

h
o

 is 2
5

, h
a
d

 se
rv

e
d

 3
2

 
m

o
n
th

s after accep
tin

g
 

a 
re-

d
u

ced
 sen

ten
ce fo

r an
 arm

ed
 

robbery that he now
 m

aintains 
he n

ev
er co

m
m

itted
. 

P
riso

n
 au

th
o
rities to

ld
 h

im
 

h
e w

o
u

ld
 b

e released
 o

n
 sched-

u
le

, th
e
n

 n
o

tifie
d

 h
im

 th
a
t 

th
ey

 w
ere d

ep
riv

in
g
 h

im
 o

f 3
0
 

days of good tim
e. Judge H

en- derson tined they had not acted 
fairly. 

Y
esterd

ay
, C

lark
 said

, h
e 

w
as aw

ak
en

ed
 at 3

:3
0

 A
.M

. 
w

h
en

 a g
u

ard
 started

 h
o

sin
g

 
w

ater into the cell of a prisoner 
w

h
o

 h
a
d

 sta
rte

d
 a

 sm
a
ll fire

 
in

 a
 c

o
ffe

e
 c

a
n
 to

 w
a
rm

 h
is 

h
an

d
s, T

h
e 

g
u
ard

s, h
e said

, 
h

a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 m
a
k

in
g

 a
 p

ra
c
tise

 
o
f leav

in
g
 w

in
d
o
w

s o
p
en

 
in 

th
e co

rrid
o

rs d
esp

ite su
b

-zero
 

tem
peratures. 

L
e
ss th

a
n
 1

2
 h

o
u
rs la

te
r, 

C
lark

 w
as sittin

g
 in

 th
e stu

d
io

 
o

f W
G

R
-T

V
, th

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
 

B
ro

ad
castin

g
 C

o
m

p
an

y
 affiliate 

in
 B

u
ffalo

, an
sw

erin
g
 q

u
estio

n
s 

o
n

 a
 

talk
 sh

o
w

 w
ith

 p
erfect 

ablom
b. 

T
h

e
 o

rd
in

a
ry

 c
itiz

e
n

, th
e
 

interview
er said, w

ants to know
 

w
h

y
 h

e sh
o

u
ld

 w
o

rry
 ab

o
u

t 
convicted crim

inals losing their 
privileges. 

"S
h
o
u
ld

 th
ey

 lo
se th

eir m
an

-
h

o
o

d
?" h

e an
sw

ered
 in

 calm
, 

ev
en

 to
n
es. "S

h
o
u
ld

 th
ey

 lo
se 

th
eir d

ig
n

ity
?" A

n
y

o
n

e w
h

o
 in

- 

F
E

B
 9

 
1972  

T
H

E
 N

E
W
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O

R
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IM

E
S
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E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
, F

E
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 9, 1972 

B
y JO

SE
PH

 L
E

L
Y

V
E

L
D

 
S

hortly after 10 A
.M

. yester-
d

ay
, a tall y

o
u

n
g

 b
lack

 m
an

 
w

ith
 a

 c
lo

se
ly

 sh
a
v

e
d

 h
e
a
d

 
stepped through the sm

all front 
door of the A

ttica C
orrectional 

F
a
c
ility

 a
n
d
 su

rv
e
y
e
d
 th

e
 

sn
o

w
ed

-in
 p

ark
in

g
 lo

t. H
e w

as 
R

ich
ard

 X
. C

lark
, th

e first o
f 

th
e lead

ers o
f th

e A
ttica u

p
-

risin
g
 last S

ep
tem

b
er to

 b
e set 

free. 
L

ater, h
e ex

p
lain

ed
 th

at h
e 

h
ad

 scan
n

ed
 th

e p
ark

in
g

 lo
t to

 
see if th

ere w
ere an

y
 p

o
lice-

m
en w

aiting w
ith a w

arrant for 
his arrest. N

o inm
ates have yet 

b
een

' ch
arg

ed
 in

 co
n
n
ectio

n
 

w
ith the rising, but a W

yom
ing 

C
o
u
n
ty

 g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 h

as b
een

 
listen

in
g

 to
 w

itn
esses in

 W
ar-

saw
 fo

r w
eek

s. 
B

ro
th

er R
ich

ard
, as h

e w
as 

called
 b

y
 th

e reb
el p

riso
n

ers 
w

h
en

 h
e w

as actin
g
, as o

n
e o

f 
th

eir m
ain

 sp
o
k
esm

 en
, w

as 
w

earing a topcoat and, suit the 
p
riso

n
 g

av
e h

im
 th

at m
o
rn

in
g
 

and a new
 pair of S

hoes. It w
as 

th
e
 first tim

e
 h

e
 'h

a
d

 w
o

rn
  sh

o
es, h

e said
, sin

ce S
ep

t. 1
3
, 

th
e
 d

a
y

 th
e
 re

b
e
llio

n
 w

a
s 

quelled by the state police. 
F

orty-three 
persons 

d
ied

 as 
a
 re

su
lt o

f th
e
 fo

u
r-d

a
y
 u

p
-

rising, 39 of them
 from

 w
ounds 

su
stain

ed
 in

 th
e p

o
lice assau

lt. 
S

in
ce S

ep
t. 1

3
, in

m
ates re-

garded as "hardcolke" by prison 
au

th
o
rities h

av
e b

een
 seg

re-
g
ated

 fro
m

 th
e g

en
eral p

riso
n
 

population and even given spe-
cial uniform

s to w
ear —

 w
hite 

ju
m

p
 su

its rep
lacin

g
 th

e cu
s-

to
m

ary
 g

ray
 g

arb
, w

ith
 clo

th
 

slippers as an accessory. 
T

houghts on L
eaving 

A
s th

e car th
at w

as tak
in

g
 

h
im

 to
 B

u
ffalo

 p
assed

 th
e A

t-
tica v

illag
e lim

its, C
lark

 w
as 

ask
ed

 h
o

w
 it felt to

 p
u

t A
ttica 

behind him
. L

ooking up from
 a 

pile of m
ail that prison authori-

ties had w
ithheld from

 him
 for 

fo
u

r m
o

n
th

s o
n

 th
e g

ro
u

n
d

 th
at 

th
e letters, teleg

ram
s an

d
 p

u
b

- 
1
,-.4,—,,..”.”..pnritrahand' hp 
lications were 
"
c
o
n
t
r
a
b
a
n
d
,
"
 
h
e
 

r
e
p
l
i
e
d
:
 
"
A
t
t
i
c
a
 
i
s
 

in front of me." 

F
irst of A

tticaU
prisin,g L

eaders Is R
eleased, but H

e 

F
ears A

rrest at A
ny 1 I m

e 
g
ists o

n
 h

is o
w

n
 d

ig
n
ity

, h
e Y

esterd
ay

 aftern
o
o
n
, as th

e 
said

, is lab
eled

 "h
ard

-co
re" in

 p
lan

e in
 w

h
ich

 h
e w

as fly
in

 
prisons. 

A
 graduate of D

eW
itt C

linton 
H

igh S
chool in the B

ronx, C
lark 

h
ad

 b
een

 o
u

t o
f th

e N
av

y
 fo

r 
only eight m

onths and had just 
p
assed

 th
e ex

am
 g

iv
en

 to
 can

-
d
id

ates fo
r th

e P
o
lice D

ep
art-

m
en

t h
ere 

w
h

e
n

 h
e
 w

a
s a

r-
rested

 o
n
 M

arch
 11, 1969. H

e 
h

a
s a

 w
ife

 a
n

d
 tw

in
 so

n
s, 5

 
years old. 

hom
e circled over S

taten Islan
di 
 

h
e started

 talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t h

o
*
 

m
uch he w

ished he w
ould never 

have to return to A
ttica. "B

urg 
h
e said

 q
u
ick

ly
, "

I k
n

ow
 I'M

 
goin

g b
ack

."
 

O
u

tsid
e th

w
 w

in
d

o
w

 o
f th

e 
p
la

n
e
, a

 
p
a
n
o
ra

m
a
 o

f th
 

harbor w
as now

 unfolding. "G
cl 

to tak
e th

e k
id

s 
to

 th
e ferrY

 
th

is w
eek

en
d
," C

lark
 said

. s;.: 


