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B
urger A

sks P
risons to L

et Inm
ates 'R

egulate Som
e L

im
ited P

art of L
ives' 

B
y L

E
SL

E
Y

 O
E

L
SN

E
R
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 T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 
W

IL
L

IA
M

S
B

U
R

G
, V

a., D
ec. 
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 —

 C
h
ief Ju

stice W
arren

 E
. 

B
urger called upon the nation's 

p
riso

n
 ad

m
in

istrato
rs to

d
ay

 to
 

start "com
m

unicating" regular-
ly

 w
ith

 th
eir p

riso
n
ers an

d
 to

 
le

t th
e
 p

riso
n
e
rs "re

g
u
la

te
 

so
m

e
 lim

ite
d
 p

a
rt o

f th
e
ir 

liv
es, h

o
w

ev
er sm

all." 
"W

e can
n
o
t tu

rn
 th

e m
an

-
agem

ent
, o

f a
 p

riso
n
 o

v
e
r to

 
th

e
 in

m
a
te

s," h
e
 sa

id
 in

 a
 

sp
eech

 p
rep

ared
 fo

r d
eliv

ery
 

h
ere to

n
ig

h
t, "b

u
t so

ciety
, as 

rep
resen

ted
 b

y
 th

e "k
eep

ers," 
can

 listen
 to

 w
h
at th

e in
m

ates 
h
av

e to
 say

." 
A

n
d
 to

 th
e ex

ten
t th

at it is 
"feasib

le an
d
 co

n
sisten

t w
ith

 
orderly adm

inistration," he said, 
prisoners should be allow

ed to 
exercise som

e m
easure of "de-

liberation and choice." 
"
If w

e
 tie

 a
 p

e
rso

n
 in

 a
 

ch
air fo

r a lo
n
g
 tim

e, w
e can

 
h
ard

ly
 b

e su
rp

rised
 if h

e C
an

't 
w

alk
 w

h
en

 w
e let h

im
 lo

o
se," 

Ju
stice B

u
rg

er said
.- "W

ith
in

 
f lim

itin
g
 reg

u
latio

n
s n

ecessary
  

lem
 w

as o
f "terrify

in
g
 m

ag
n
i-

tu
d
e" an

d
 th

at h
e h

o
p
ed

 th
e 

delegates w
ould address them

-
se

lv
e
s to

 "ju
st a

 fe
w

 o
f th

e
 

m
o
st u

rg
en

t b
u
t so

lu
b
le p

ro
b
-

lem
s." "W

e m
u
st b

e co
n
ten

t 
w

ith m
odest progress and sm

all 
victories," he said. 

A
m

ong other "urgent needs" 
th

at h
e cited

 w
ere sp

eed
y
 d

is-
p
o
sitio

n
 o

f cases in
 th

e co
u
rts, 

carefu
l train

in
g
 o

f p
erso

n
n
el 

and adequate com
pensation and 

"d
ecen

t liv
in

g
 co

n
d
itio

n
s" in

 
the prisons. 

M
itchell's P

lan A
pplauded 

O
n
 th

e su
b
ject o

f b
etter liv

-
ing conditions, he said th

at th
e 

p
riso

n
 rio

ts h
ad

 d
em

o
n
strated

 
th

a
t m

o
re

 w
a
s n

e
e
d
e
d
 th

a
n
 

"g
o
o
d
 p

lan
t an

d
 eq

u
ip

m
en

t." 
O

n the need for abetter. trained 
correctional staff, he applauded 
A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral Jo

h
n
 

N
. 

M
itch

ell's an
n
o
u
n
cem

en
t y

es-
terd

ay
 o

f p
lan

s fo
r a n

atio
n
al 

corrections academ
y. 

T
h
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral, w

h
o
 

convened the conference at the 
d
irectio

n
 o

f P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
, 

appears to be giving priority to  

the conference delegates try in 
th

eir w
o
rk

sh
o
p
s to

 d
ev

elo
p
 

id
eas, su

ch
 as cu

rricu
lu

m
, fo

r 
the academ

y. 
T

h
e C

h
ief Ju

stice ask
ed

 fo
r 

ath
letic an

d
 o

th
er recreatio

n
al 

facilities for prisoners and also 
for educational program

s. 
"W

e should develop sentenc-
in

g
 te

c
h
n
iq

u
e
s to

 im
p
o
se

 a
 

sentence so that an inm
ate can 

literally
 'learn

 h
is w

ay
' o

u
t o

f 
p
riso

n
 a

s w
e
 n

o
w

 try
 to

 le
t 

h
im

 e
a
rn

 h
is w

a
y
 o

u
t w

ith
 

"g
o
o
d
 b

eh
av

io
r," h

e said
. 

B
ut in addition, he said, "W

e  should m
ake certain that every 

inm
ate w

orks and w
orks hard." 

"W
ith countless thousands of 

law
-abiding citizens m

oonlight-
in

g
 o

n
 seco

n
d
 jo

b
s to

 m
ak

e 
b
o
th

 e
n
d
s m

e
e
t, th

e
re

 is n
o
 

reason w
hy every healthy pris-

o
n
 in

m
ate sh

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e re-
q
u
ired

 to
 w

o
rk

 to
 earn

 at least 
p
art o

f h
is k

eep
," h

e said
. 

T
he C

hief Justice's talk, like 
m

o
st o

f th
e sp

eech
es an

d
 d

is-
cussions since delegates began 
arriv

in
g
 S

u
n
d
ay

, h
ad

 ab
o
u
t it 

an
 air o

f g
rim

n
ess. B

u
t in

 a 
sp

e
e
c
h
 e

a
rlie

r in
 th

e
 d

a
y
, a

 

F
ederal fudge offered one note 

of cheer. 
S

p
eak

in
g
 o

f p
riso

n
er rig

h
ts, 

Ju
d
g
e W

illiam
 B

. B
ry

an
t, d

is-
trict ju

d
g
e in

 th
e D

istrict o
f 

C
olum

bia, said: 
"T

he assertion of these rights 
to

 th
e
ir v

e
ry

 lim
its is p

ro
b
-

ab
ly

 th
e m

o
st m

ean
in

g
fu

l step
 

in
 th

e b
u
sin

ess o
f reh

ab
ilita-

tio
n
," fo

r if th
e
 p

riso
n
e
r is 

"a
w

a
re

 th
a
t th

e
 n

a
v
e
l c

o
rd

 
w

h
ich

 co
n
n
ects h

im
 to

 th
e h

u
-

m
an

 race h
asn

't b
een

 sev
ered

, 
th

ere is a ch
an

ce th
e p

riso
n
er 

can
 still b

e reach
ed

." 

for basic order, inm
ates should 

b
e allo

w
ed

 to
 th

in
k
 an

d
 w

alk
 

an
d
 talk

 as w
e w

ill d
em

an
d
 

th
a
t th

e
y
 d

o
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
y
 a

re
 

released."  
T

h
e C

h
ief Ju

stice's ad
d
ress 

to the 350 penal experts invited 
b
y
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t to

 a 
n
atio

n
al co

n
feren

ce h
ere also

 
called for the separation of "in-
corrigibles"—

particularly "riot-
p
ro

n
e in

m
ates" —

 fro
m

 o
th

er 
prisoners. 

H
o
ld

in
g
 th

at th
e recen

t rio
ts 

at A
ttica an

d
 S

an
 Q

u
en

tin
 h

ad
 

fo
rced

 th
e n

atio
n
 to

 "re-ex
-

am
in

e" th
e attitu

d
es an

d
 tech

-
n
iq

u
es o

f its p
riso

n
 sy

stem
, 

Ju
stice B

u
rg

er said
 th

at it w
as 

"p
articu

larly
 im

p
o
rtan

t to
d
ay

" 
to

 g
iv

e "v
ery

 h
ig

h
 p

rio
rity

" to
 

im
proving the classification of 

prisoners. 
"T

h
o
se w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 d
isru

p
t 

an
d
 d

estro
y
 a p

en
al in

stitu
tio

n
 

m
u
st b

e sep
arated

 to
 p

ro
tect 

th
o
se w

h
o
 are try

in
g
 to

 learn
 

an
d
 to

 p
rep

are th
em

selv
es fo

r 
th

e fu
tu

re," h
e said

. "E
v
ery

 
in

m
ate h

as a rig
h
t to

, b
e in

-
su

la
te

d
 fro

m
 th

o
se

 w
h
o
 a

re
 

b
en

t o
n
 law

less acts." 
H

e said that the prison prob- this plan.. T
oday, he asked that 
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