Pennsylvania Prisoners Given

‘Rights’ Code

Based on U.N
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‘State Attorney General J. Shane
Creamer announced today the
promulgation of a “Bill of

‘Rights” for prisoners in Penn-
sylvania state prisons that he
said insured them the right to
be treated with dignity as hu-
iman beings while imprisoned.
The bill takes the form of the
Standard Minimum Rules for
the Treatment of Prisoners
adopted by the United Nations
in' 1955 and considered by the
Fourth United Nations Confer
lence on ‘the Prevention of
|Crime and Treatment of Crimi-
inal Offnders in Kyoto, Japan,
lin 1970.
| Thus far, Mr. Creamer said,
|no nation has enacted the stand
'ard minimum rules into law or
‘has any American state.

Posted at § Institutions

i Mr. Creamer called the code
“‘a declaration of human rights
for prisoners.’ It was posted on
bulletin boards of the state’s
eight correctional institutions
over the weekend at the direc-
tion of the Commissioner of Cor
rection, Allyn Sielaff.

The code states that the pre-
scribed minimum  treatment
rules “are not intended to de-
scribe in detail a model system
of penal institutions’ but “to
set up what is genetally ac-
cepted as being good principle
and practice in the treatment
of prisoners and the manage-
ment of institutiens.”

“Unconvicted prisoners are
presumed to be innocent and
shall-be treated as such,” the
rules state.
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side library availability, r:%'igi-
ous freedom, retention of pri-
soners” property, notification of
death, illness, transfer, etc., re-
moval of prisoners, institution-
al personnel, inspection of in-
stitutions, privileges, work,
education and recreation, so-
cial relations and after-care,
insane and mentally abnormal
prisoners. ;
‘Untried Prisoners’

The rules require that per-
sons arrested or imprisoned but
who have not yet  been tried
and sentenced will be referred
to as “untried prisoners.”

These prisoners are to be
treated according to a “special
regimen” that the code de-
scribed “in its essential require-
ments only.” These specifica-
tions include the following:

@*“Untried prisoners shall be
kept separate from convicted
prisoners. Young untried pris-
oners shall be kept separate
from adults and shall in prin-
ciple be detained in separate
institutions.”

@“Untried prisoners shall
sleep singly in separte rooms,
with the reservation of different
local custom in respect of the
climate.” =

g“Within the limits compat-
ible with the good order of the
institution, untried prisoners
may, if they so desire, have
their food -procured at their
own expense from the outside.”

9“An untried prisoner shall
be allowed to wear his own
clothing if it is clean and suit-
able. If he wears prison dress,
it shall. be different from: that
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