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PRISONS DISPUTE 
ENDS IN BAY STATE 

In
m

a
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s A
g
re

e
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 W
o
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R
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alk
s C
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n
tin

u
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B
y B

IL
L

 K
O

V
A

C
 

S
pecial to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

W
A

L
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L

E
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ass.; S
ep

t. 3
0
 

—
 A

 fo
u
r-d

a
y

-o
ld

 strik
e
 fo

r 
p
ris

o
n
 re

fo
rm

 th
a
t s

p
re

a
d
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

re
e
 sta

te
 p

riso
n
s 

h
ere th

is w
eek

 en
d
ed

 th
is after-

n
o
o
n
 w

h
en

 in
m

ates at N
o
rfo

lk
 

P
riso

n
 ag

reed
 to

 retu
rn

 to
 w

o
rk

. 
T

h
e
 7

5
3
 in

m
a
te

s
 a

t th
e
 

stoner of C
orrections, John F

itz-
p
atrick

, ag
reed

 th
at th

ere w
as 

definite need for prison reform
. 

T
h

ese o
fficials su

p
p

o
rted

 th
eir 

statem
en

ts b
y
 an

n
o
u
n
cin

g
 an

 
im

m
ed

iate en
d
 to

 cen
so

rsh
ip

 o
f 

prison m
ail. 

T
h
ey

 also
, th

ro
u
g
h
 'n

eg
o
tia-

tions, ag
reed

 to
 en

d
 m

an
y

,  re-
strictions on prison uniform

 re-
q
u
irem

en
ts an

d
 to

 seek
 to

 u
p
-

g
rad

e reh
ab

ilitatio
n
 p

ro
g
ram

s 
a
n

d
 liv

in
g

 c
o

n
d

itio
n

s in
 th

e
 

prisons. 
P

ro
m

ises h
av

e also
 b

een
 m

ad
 

by som
e public officials to w

ork 
to

w
ard

 refo
rm

 in
 th

e state p
ar-

o
le law

s, esp
ecially

 fo
r th

e re-
p
e
a
l o

f a
 la

w
 th

a
t n

o
w

 lim
its 

the possibility of parole for per-
sons convicted of violent crim

es 

m
ed

iu
m

 secu
rity

 in
stitu

tio
n
, th

e 
last h

o
ld

o
u
ts to

 th
e settlem

en
t, 

a
g
re

e
d
 to

 e
n
d
 th

e
ir p

e
a
c
e
fu

l 
p

ro
test after receiv

in
g

 p
ro

m
ises 

th
at o

fficials an
d
 in

m
ate co

m
-

m
ittees w

o
u
ld

 co
n
tin

u
e to

 n
e-

g
o
tiate ch

an
g
es in

 p
riso

n
 ru

les 
an

d
 reg

u
latio

n
s. 

E
a
rlie

r in
 th

e
 d

a
y
, 

th
e 6

0
0
 

in
m

a
te

s a
t n

e
a
rb

y
 W

a
lp

o
le

 
p
riso

n
 re

tu
rn

e
d
 to

 th
e
ir a

s-
signed task

s after sim
ilar p

ro
m

-
ises. A

 strik
e at C

o
n
co

rd
 P

riso
n
 

—
w

h
ic

h
 b

e
g
a
n
 th

e
 se

rie
s o

f 
w

a
lk

o
u
ts —

 w
a
s se

ttle
d
 th

e
 

sam
e 'd

ay
 it b

eg
an

, last F
riday. 

T
h
e N

o
rfo

lk
 P

riso
n
 S

u
p
erin

-
tendent, T

heodore R
iastino, an-

n
o
u
n
ced

 th
e settlem

en
t sh

o
rtly

 
after 2 P

.M
. 

"T
h
e
 p

riso
n
e
rs," h

e
 sa

id
, 

w
ith

 th
is affair," h

e to
ld

 th
e 

elected
 in

m
ate lead

ers o
f th

e 
grievance com

m
ittees. 

T
h
e
 se

ttle
m

e
n
t c

a
m

e
 a

fte
r 

four tense days of negotiations 
th

at sw
itch

ed
 b

ack
 an

d
 fo

rth
 

b
etw

een
 N

o
rfo

lk
 an

d
 W

alp
o
le 

p
riso

n
s. B

o
th

 p
riso

n
 o

fficials 
an

d
 in

m
ates, co

n
stan

tly
 refer-

rin
g
 to

 th
e A

ttica p
riso

n
 ,rebel-

lion, took pains throughout the 
o
rd

eal to
 av

o
id

 d
irect co

n
fro

n
-

tations. 
P

riso
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 o

ffi-
cials, at the request of inm

ates, 
k
ep

t th
e n

eg
o
tiatio

n
s o

p
en

 to
 

th
e p

ress th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t m

o
st o

f 
the conflict. 

F
ro

m
 th

e b
eg

in
n
in

g
, p

riso
n
 

officials, including the C
om

m
is- 

"h
av

e ag
reed

 to
 retu

rn
 to

 w
o
rk

 
as a sig

n
 o

f g
o
o
d
 faith

 o
n
 th

eir 
p
a
rt, a

n
d
 w

e
, in

 tu
rn

, h
a
v
e
 

ag
reed

 to
 m

eet w
ith

 1
3
 in

m
ate 

c
o
m

m
itte

s to
 try

 to
 re

a
c
h
 a

 
so

lu
tio

n
 o

n
 th

e
ir list g

rie
v
-

ances.".  
L

a
te

r, a
t a

 n
e
w

s conference 
involving inm

ates and the press, 
M

r, R
iastino assured the prison-

ers th
at n

o
 d

iscip
lin

ary
 actio

n
 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e
 ta

k
e
n
 a

g
a
in

st a
n
y
 

p
riso

n
e
r a

s a
 ?

e
m

it o
f a

n
y
-

thing that had happened during 
the strike.. 
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