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 -- L

ike the policem
an, the 

prison guard is a m
uch-m

aligned m
an. 

T
o
 p

riso
n
ers, th

ey
 are all "p

ig
s," to

 
m

any others they represent everything 
brutal and insensitive in A

m
erican socie-

ty. N
o doubt that view

 is w
arranted, in 

m
any cases; but as a general indictm

ent 
it is grossly unfair. 

A
s a resu

lt o
f th

e u
p
risin

g
 at A

ttica, 
and the bloody crushing of it, the prison 
g

u
ard

 is at th
e m

o
m

en
t m

o
re in

 th
e 

p
u
b
lic ey

e th
an

 ev
er b

efo
re. In

 fact, 
school children in the once placid tow

n 
of A

ttica -- w
here the prison is the pri-

m
ary em

ployer—
have been com

plaining 
to

 rep
o
rters th

at it is u
n
tru

e th
at th

eir 
fathers and brothers are cruel and bru-
tal to prisoners. 

A
ctually, the w

orst faults of the A
ttica 

prison can hardly be laid to its guards: 
at w

orst, they are the instrum
ents of an 

inhum
an system

, and at best -- as m
any 

show
ed in the afterm

ath of the uprising 
-- they m

ay understand m
ore of the pris-

o
n

er's g
rim

 p
lig

h
t th

an
 d

o
 h

ig
h

 state 
officials. 

In the first place, neither at A
ttica nor 

elsew
h
ere are g

u
ard

s w
ell-train

ed
 fo

r 
their dem

anding, difficult and dangerous 
jobs. T

o refer to these m
en as "correc-

tions officers" is an exercise in euphe-
m

ism
. M

ost qualify for their positions by 
passing a civil service exam

ination and 
a physical, not by going through even as 
m

u
ch

 train
in

g
 as m

o
st city

 p
o
licem

en
 

receive. 
S

tatistics show
 that m

ost guards have 
a low

 level of general education, w
ith 16 

per cent of them
 not having com

pleted 
high school. T

hey are paid com
m

ensur-
ately, w

ith 79 per cent earning less than 
$
8
,0

0
0
 a y

ear. T
h
u
s, it is to

o
 m

u
ch

 to
 

G
u

a
rd

s
 a

re
 a

ls
o

 p
ris

o
n

e
rs

 'n
 

T
om

 W
icker 

expect that m
any of these m

en w
ill have 

a sophisticated understanding of social 
issues, or that their handling of prison-
ers w

ill reflect sensitive psychological 
approaches. S

ociety just doesn't seek out 
m

en of those qualities to guard its pris-
oners. 

M
o

reo
v

er, th
e p

riso
n

 g
u

ard
's jo

b
 is 

highly dangerous and m
any of these m

en 
-- particularly in a tim

e like the present, 
w

hen there is w
idespread unrest am

ong 
prisoners

. -- sp
en

d
 th

eir w
o

rk
in

g
 d

ay
s 

and nights in som
ething near terror. 

T
hey know

 that prisoners alm
ost any-

w
h
ere, if led

 b
y
 d

eterm
in

ed
 m

en
, can

 
stage the kind of revolt that erupted at 
A

ttica; so guards are constantly subject 
to being held hostage, as w

ell as to the 
hourly dangers of w

orking am
ong des-

perate and hostile m
en. 

A
t the sam

e tim
e, of course, prisoners 

a
re

 su
b

sta
n

tia
lly

 in
 th

e
 p

o
w

e
r o

f 
g

u
ard

s at m
o

st tim
es, an

d
 sin

ce m
an

y
 

g
u
ard

s are in
sen

sitiv
e an

d
 b

ru
tal, th

e 
prisoners, too, live in fear. M

en w
ho fear 

other m
en usually com

e to hate them
, so 

in
 th

ese v
ast an

d
 g

lo
o

m
y

 fo
rtresses, 

w
here everything is largely hidden from

 
the public, fear and hatred m

ount in an 
ever-tightening circle. T

his hideous at-
m

o
sp

h
ere can

 alm
o
st b

e to
u
ch

ed
 an

d
 

felt, as if it w
ere tangible, in m

any pris-
ons. 

S
o, as a U

tah state prison guard told 
W

allace T
urner of T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es, 

the guards are in jail w
ith the prisoners. 

It is a situ
atio

n
 th

at is alw
ay

s rip
e fo

r 
violence; and w

hen, gas at A
ttica, there 

is also present in its m
ost virulent form

 
th

e racial an
im

o
sity

 th
at so

 d
iv

id
es 

A
m

erican society today, these prisons 
are little m

ore than explosives w
aiting to 

be set off. 
M

o
reo

v
er, am

p
le h

isto
ry

 fro
m

 th
e 

earliest tim
es show

s that a m
aster-slave 

relationship is m
ore corrupting for the 

m
aster than for the slave. T

o have abso-
lu

te p
o
w

er o
v
er an

o
th

er h
u
m

an
 b

ein
g
 

can bring out the w
orst in a m

an —
 just 

as, in
 so

m
e cases, ab

ject slav
es h

av
e 

been know
n to rise to heights of charac-

ter and nobility. W
hen guards have nag-

ging fears for •their ow
n safety, w

hen 
they are irritated and frustrated by the 
co

n
d

itio
n

s in
 w

h
ich

 th
ey

 w
o

rk
, w

h
en

 
they find prisoners in their pow

er, w
ith 

no one to see -- in such cases, even good 
fam

ily m
en and churchgoers can be cor-

rupted into physical brutality, 

N
one of this is m

eant to suggest that 
guards have no personal m

oral responsi-
b

ility
 fo

r th
eir o

w
n

 co
n

d
u

ct; n
o

r is it 
m

eant as a justification for the excesses 
that som

e observers and prisoners allege 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 state g
u

ard
s ev

en
 n

o
w

 are 
visiting upon the recaptured A

ttica reb-
els. 

B
u
t if A

m
erican

 so
ciety

 is g
o
in

g
 to

 
tolerate a prison system

 designed prim
a-

rily to cage anim
als, and if the m

en w
ho 

operate it are going to be recruited from
 

the low
est educational levels, paid the 

m
inim

um
, and pitted physically against 

the inm
ates in D

arw
inian struggle for 

su
rv

iv
al, th

en
 n

o
b

o
d

y
 sh

o
u

ld
 ex

p
ect 

m
u

ch
 in

 th
e w

ay
 o

f "co
rrectio

n
s" o

r 
"rehabilitation." 

W
e get from

 our guards, that is, just 
'about w

hat w
e ask and just about w

hat 
w

e pay for. 
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