- KGNEW CRITICIZES
“MEDIA ON ATTICA

Says ‘Radical Left’ Seeks
Another Cause Celebre

By JAMES M. NAUGHTON

Special to The New York Timeg
WASHINGTON, Sept. 27—
Vice President Agnew accused
the “radical left” and news
media today of seeking t
transform the Attica Prison re-

volt into “yet another cause
celebre in the pantheon of
radical revolutionary propa-
iganda.”

The Vice President praised
Governor Rockefeller for “the
courageous action he took in
ending ' the confrontation at
Attica after exhausting all prac-
ticable alternatives.”

Mr. Agnew thus took issue
with critics who have blamed
Mr. Rockefeller for complicity:
in the deaths of 29 inmates and
nine hostages who died as a
result of the armed assault|
Sept.. 13 on sections of the|
prison held by the inmates.|
There were 42 deaths in all
stemming from the five-day
uprising at the maximum secur-
ity prison.

633 Law Officials Killed

tem and its free institutions can-
not underestimate the poten-

said. “Had he gone, and still
refused to surrender the state,
the next demand might have
been for the President of the
United States to demean him-
self in their presence.”

. Although he said no citizen
could ignore the real need for|
prison reform, Mr. Agnew said
that was not the primary issue
of Attica.

“Only by the total inversion
of all civilized values can those
among the militant inmates
which Kkilled a guard and
slashed the throats of fellow
inmates during the period of
their holdout be termed heroes

and dignity,” he said. -

the media have given wide cur-
rency to “the most inflamma-
tory and baseless chargesof
convicted criminals and their
supporters. Readers and view-|
ers would have had to “follow
the events at Attica with the
utmost “diligence”to detérmine]
ithat the instigators of the con-
frontation actually possessed
criminal records,” Mr. Agnew
said.

_He did not specify any in-
dividuals against whom he was
making his complaints. -

If Attica provides a lesson,
Mr. Agnew said, “it is that
Americans who value our sys-

t@al_ for violence and .destruc-
tion inherent in any radical
militant movement.”

Instead of paying homage to
633 law enforcement officials
killed in the United States in
10 years, there has been “in-
ordinate attention focused on
the self-declared and proven
enemies of our society,” the
Vice President declared in a
speech to the International As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police in|
Anaheim, Calif. Copies of the
'speech were made available
‘here. :

“Now the name ‘Attica’ joins
the list of geographic place
names and slogans whose very
utterance, in the litany of anti-
American hate preached by
radical propagandists, is  a
dagger at the heart of our
country’s free institutions,” Mr.
Agnew said.

Some members of an observer

Attica inmates have criticized
Governor Rockefeller for re-
fusing to visit the prison when

to the uprising.
Demands Are Scored

“A Governor of a state can-
not allow himself to be peremp-
torily summoned into the pre-
sence of outlaws to meet their
demands,” the Vice President

committee of legislators, law-,
yers, newsmen and former

they sought to mediate and end

in a struggle for human life|

True to form, he contended,\

e P 3 - “adt-~p] 3 -
aregraph inserted in

@
3
€]
5
Q
S )
ot
i
3

bty '{/J < b
)
e
el
R
s
£
¢
[oRR]
¢t
i
i
[}
ol
o™
i
[ ]

Although Agmew was
talking about the
repellion at Attica,
no such incidents
happened there,
according to patho-
logists' reports.
Yhere were reports of
inmates' throats
teing slashed during
the George Jackson
escape attempt at
San Guentin last
month.
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