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Students in T
ow

n of A
ttica A

re R
ecovering rom

 Shock 
guards. T

hey don't really know
 

w
h
at it's lik

e." 
S

co
tt G

erh
ard

t, p
resid

en
t o

f 
the student council, denied that 
the tow

n w
as racist. H

e pointed 
o
u
t th

at a co
u
p
le o

f y
ears ag

o
, 

M
arie M

ay
es, w

h
o
 w

as th
en

 
th

e o
n
ly

 b
lack

 stu
d
en

t in
 th

e 
sch

o
o
l, w

as elected
 p

resid
en

t 
o
f th

e stu
d
en

t co
u
n
cil an

d
 w

as 
v
ery

 p
o
p
u
lar. S

h
e h

as sin
ce 

m
oved to B

uffalo. 

B
y M

U
R

R
A

Y
 SC

H
U

M
A

C
H

 
Special to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

A
T

T
IC

A
, N

.Y
., S

ept. 23—
In 

the Junior-S
enior A

ttica C
entral 

S
chool, the students—

m
any of 

th
em

 ch
ild

ren
 o

f g
u
ard

s at A
t-

tica prison—
are just beginning 

to
 sh

ak
e o

ff th
e sh

o
ck

 o
f th

e 
u
p
risin

g
 a

n
d
 th

e
 b

lo
o
d
y
 a

s-
sau

lt in
 w

h
ich

 fath
ers o

f so
m

e 
o
f th

eir classm
ates w

ere k
illed

 
or faced death. 

A
t first, m

an
y
 w

h
o
 retu

rn
ed

 
to

 sch
o
o
l th

is w
eek

 co
u
ld

 n
o
t 

recall th
e co

m
b
in

atio
n
 o

n
 th

e 
lco

k
s o

f th
eir lo

ck
ers. O

th
ers 

even forgot w
here their lockers 

w
e
re

. T
h
e
y
 h

a
d
 n

o
t b

e
e
n
 in

 
sch

o
o
l sin

ce S
ep

t. 1
3
, w

h
en

 
th

e
y
 w

e
re

 stu
n
n
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 

siren
s o

f am
b
u
lan

ces an
d
 th

e 
roar of helicopters. 

'T
h
ey

 are still q
u
ite an

d
 su

b
-

d
u
ed

," said
 th

e p
rin

cip
al, A

l-
fred

 F
een

ey
, a h

u
sk

y
 fo

rm
er 

ath
lete. "I h

av
e to

ld
 th

e teach
-

e
rs: 'K

e
e
p
 th

e
m

 b
u
sy

. L
o
a
d
 

them
 dow

n w
ith w

ork.' " 
W

ords of U
nderstanding 

T
o
d
a
y
, fo

r th
e
 first tim

e
, 

ch
ild

ren
 o

f slain
 h

o
stag

es w
ere 

b
a
c
k
 in

 c
la

ss. T
e
a
c
h
e
rs e

x
-

p
ressed

 sy
m

p
ath

y
. T

h
e p

rin
ci-

p
al ch

atted
 w

ith
 th

e stu
d
en

ts, 
h
is arm

s aro
u
n
d
 th

eir sh
o
u
l-

d
ers as h

e w
alk

ed
 w

ith
 th

em
, 

a
sk

in
g
 h

o
w

 th
e
y
 fe

lt, h
o
w

 
m

other w
as, usually saying: 

"If y
o
u
 n

eed
 an

y
 h

elp
, y

o
u
 

know
 w

here I live." 
C

onversations w
ere m

uted in 
th

e co
rrid

o
rs an

d
 v

ery
 o

ften
 

the children w
ere silent as they 

m
o
v
e
d
 to

 th
e
 c

la
n
g
 o

f b
e
lls 

fro
m

 class to
 class. T

h
ere w

as 
no running, no horseplay. 

S
om

e of the school's 831 stu-
d
en

ts, w
h
o
 are 1

4
 to

 1
8
 y

ears 
o
ld

, w
ere sh

o
ck

ed
 n

o
t o

n
ly

 b
y
 

the bloodshed and the resulting 
notoriety for the tow

n, but also 
b
y
 ru

m
o
rs th

a
t th

e
 sc

h
o
o
l 

w
ould be seized by prisoners or  

b
y
 in

v
ad

in
g
 b

lack
s fro

m
 o

th
er 

cities an
d
 th

at th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e 

held hostage. 
A

n
o
th

e
r ru

m
o
r la

st w
e
e
k
 

w
as that school buses w

ould be 
seized

 an
d
 th

e ch
ild

ren
 tak

en
 

hostage. S
om

e m
others drove to 

school inpa nic on the M
onday 

of the assault on the prison and 
took the children hom

e at once, 
not w

aiting for school to end. 
P

arents C
oncerned 

E
v
e
n
 a

fte
r sc

h
o
o
l w

a
s re

-
sum

ed this w
eek, som

e m
others 

telep
h
o
n
ed

 th
e sch

o
o
l to

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 th

a
t a

 te
a
c
h
e
r sto

o
d
 b

y
 

w
h
ile th

eir ch
ild

ren
 g

o
t o

n
 th

e 
school bus. 

M
o
v
ed

 b
y
 a d

esire to
 resto

re 
seren

ity
 to

 th
e to

w
n
, m

em
b
ers 

o
f th

e stu
d
en

t co
u
n
cil called

 
o
n
 M

r. F
een

ey
 y

esterd
ay

 an
d
 

talk
ed

 w
ith

 h
im

 fo
r m

o
re th

an
 

tw
o
 h

o
u
rs. T

h
e
y
 d

e
c
id

e
d
 to

 
take up a collection that w

ould 
be shared equally betw

een fam
-

ilies o
f d

ead
 h

o
stag

es an
d
 in

-
m

ates. 
C

o
u
n
c
il m

e
m

b
e
rs p

la
n
 to

 
w

rite letters o
f co

n
d
o
len

ce to
 

survivors of inm
ates; they have 

alread
y
 w

ritten
 to

 th
e fam

ilies 
of hostages. A

 m
inute of silence 

w
ill b

e o
b
serv

ed
 b

efo
re fo

o
t-

b
a
ll g

a
m

e
s p

la
y
e
d
 h

e
re

, th
e
 

council decided. 
"I w

a
n
t to

 liv
e
 h

e
re

 a
n
d
 I 

w
an

t m
y
 ch

ild
ren

 to
 liv

e'h
ere " 

a g
irl to

ld
 M

r. F
een

ey
. "W

e 
w

an
t so

m
eth

in
g
 g

o
o
d
 to

 co
m

e 
o
u
t o

f a
ll th

is." 
A

t the sam
e tim

e, the young-
sters are co

n
fu

sed
 an

d
 an

g
ered

 
b
y
 ch

arg
es in

 th
e n

ew
s m

ed
ia 

th
at th

e g
u
ard

s are b
ru

tal an
d
 

th
at th

e to
w

n
 is b

ig
o
ted

. 
B

arb
ara S

law
aty

ck
i, a 1

7
-

y
ear-o

ld
 sen

io
r, w

h
o
se fath

er 
is a g

u
ard

, b
u
rst in

to
 tears to

-
d
ay

 as sh
e assailed

 criticism
 

b
y
 th

e p
ress. 

"T
h
ey

 m
o
ck

 th
e to

w
n
," sh

e 
said

. "T
h
ey

 cu
t it d

o
w

n
 as a 

b
ig

 h
ick

 to
w

n
. T

h
ey

 m
o
ck

 th
e 

H
e said

: "It is o
n
ly

 n
atu

ral 
th

at m
an

y
 sh

o
u
ld

 feel b
itter 

ag
ain

st th
e p

riso
n
ers w

h
o
 o

r-
ganized the uprising. T

hey had 
fath

ers th
ere."  

T
h
e state tro

o
p
ers, w

h
o
 p

re-
v
io

u
sly

 w
ere n

o
t to

o
 h

ig
h
ly

 
reg

ard
ed

 b
y
 stu

d
en

ts, n
o
w

 are 
esteem

ed, and m
any of the boys 

say
 th

ey
 are th

in
k
in

g
 serio

u
sly

 
of becom

ing troopers. 
"T

h
an

k
 G

o
d
, th

e state p
o
lice 

w
ere aro

u
n
d
," said

 Jan
et H

o
l-

b
ro

o
k
, 1

7
, p

re
sid

e
n
t o

f th
e
 

senior class. 
S

h
e
 a

n
d
 y

o
u
n
g
 G

e
rh

a
rd

t 
a
g
re

e
d
 th

a
t p

riso
n
 re

fo
rm

s 
w

ere n
eed

ed
, an

d
 th

is feelin
g
 

seem
ed

 to
 b

e p
rev

alen
t am

o
n
g
 

m
an

y
 stu

d
en

ts w
h
o
 d

iscu
ssed

 
the subject today. 

T
h
ese stu

d
en

ts said
 th

ey
 fa-

v
o
red

 sm
aller p

riso
n
s an

d
 sep

-
a
ra

te
 p

riso
n
s fo

r h
a
rd

-c
o
re

 
crim

inals. R
epeatedly, they in-

sisted
 th

at A
ttica w

as b
ein

g
 

b
lam

ed
 fo

r p
ro

b
lem

s th
at h

ad
 

been created elsew
here. 

"T
h
e g

u
ard

s are n
o
t b

ru
tal," 

said
 a stu

d
en

t. "T
h
ey

 are g
o
o
d
 

m
en," C

loseness to Students 
T

he relationship betw
een stu-

d
e
n
ts a

n
d
 te

a
c
h
e
rs in

 th
is 

sch
o
o
l is clo

se. M
an

y
 teach

ers 
h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 th

e fam
ilies o

f 
th

e stu
d
en

ts fo
r m

an
y
 y

ears. 
T

h
ey

 k
n
o
w

 th
em

 o
u
tsid

e th
e 

school—
in churches, in sports, 

and the scouting m
ovem

ent. 
A

 m
a
th

e
m

a
tic

s te
a
c
h
e
r, 

T
h
irty

 p
er cen

t o
f th

e g
rad

-
u
a
te

s g
o
 to

 c
o
lle

g
e
 a

n
d
 a

n
-

o
h
er 3

5
 p

er cen
t g

o
 to

 co
m

-
m

u
n
ity

 co
lleg

e. M
an

y
 o

f th
e 

stu
d
en

ts fro
m

 farm
s g

et u
p
 at 

4
 A

.M
. an

d
 d

o
 farm

 ch
o
res 

b
efo

re th
ey

 leav
e fo

r sch
o
o
l. 

T
h
e sch

o
o
l d

istrict co
v
ers an

 
area of 246 square m

iles. 
'C

h
a
lo

tte
 B

ra
y
e
r, a

 so
c
ia

l 
stu

d
ies teach

er, w
h
o
 h

as co
m

-
m

uted here from
 R

ochester for 
2
0
 y

e
a
rs, sa

id
: "

T
h
is is a

 
unique school. A

nd it is a very 
firnedly tow

n." 
W

h
ile ag

reein
g
, M

iss H
o
l-

b
ro

o
k
, th

e sen
io

r class p
resi-

dent, added: 
"It w

ill tak
e th

e to
w

n
 a long 

tim
e to get over this." 

L
ow

ell B
. F

ox, w
ho w

as nam
ed 

state teach
er o

f th
e y

ear tw
o
 

y
ears ag

o
, is n

o
w

 teach
in

g
 th

e 
third generation of som

e fam
i- 

lies. T
each

ers k
n
o
w

 stu
d
en

ts 
b
y
 n

ick
n
am

es. A
t th

e fu
n
eral 

o
f o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 h

o
sta

g
e
s ;  M

r. 
F

eeney drove the w
idow

's car. 
O

n
 a p

laq
u
e o

v
er th

e sh
o
w

- 
case o

f sp
o
rts tro

p
h
ies in

 th
e 

sp
o
rtless 1

3
-y

ear-o
ld

 sch
o
o
l-

s sw
im

m
ing pool and planetar- 

iu
m

 w
ere ad

d
ed

 a y
ear ag

o
—

is a plaque. O
n it are engraved 

th
e n

am
es o

f fo
u
r g

rad
u
ates 

w
h
o
 d

ied
 in

 V
ietn

am
. N

o
 o

n
e 

k
n
o
w

s h
o
w

 m
an

y
 g

rad
u
ates 

w
e
n
t to

 V
ie

tn
a
m

, b
u
t o

n
e
 

C
h
ristm

as p
ack

ag
es w

ere sen
t 

to 25 alum
ni in the w

ar zone. 


