
3overnor remained firm in his 
conviction that his presence at 
the prison would not have con-
tributed "to a peaceful settle-
ment," as he put it on Sunday. 

Nor, the aides said, was the 
Governor convinced that his 
presence would have "bought 
time," as somce critics have 
claimed. 

In Washington, the afternoon 
press briefing at the White 
Housgr:brought reiteration of 
P tdential support of the 
Governor's handling of the 
prison situation. 

On Monday, President Nixon 
specifically praised the Gover-
nor's decision not to grant the 

prisoners' request for amnesty 
from criminal prosecution. 

At yesterday's briefing, Ger- 
ald Warren, deputy press sec-
retary, was asked whether the 
President had changed his mind 
about the wisdom of the Gover-
nor's action in view of reports 
that the hostages died from 
gunshot wounds instead of 
knife wounds. 

"As I said yesterday and as I 
said this morning the President 
felt that the Governor had faced 
a very difficult decision. He said 
yesterday he supports the deci-
sion and that certainly stands," 
Mr. Warren said. 
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Bids Judge Goldman Form 
Group to Protect Rights 

of Attica Prisoners 
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Governor Rockefeller an-

nounced yesterday that a "dis-
tinguished panel of impartial 
visitors" would be named to 
see that the constitutional 
rights of prisoners were pro-
tected during "this transitional 
period at the Attica Correc-
tional Facility." 

In a statement issued by his 
office at 22 West 55th Street, 
Mr. Rockefeller said that he had 
requested Presiding Justice 
Harry D. Goldman of the Ap-
pellate Division, Fourth Judicial 
Department, to name the panel 
at the request of State Correc-
tion Commissioner Russell G. 

:Oswald. 
! Thus far the Governor has 
confined his comments on the 
situation at Attica to state-
ments and has declined to meet 
with the media to discuss his 
sanctioning of Mr. Oswald's de-
cision to storm the prison on 
Monday. 

Purpose of the Panel 
The White House meanwhile,. 

stood by President Nixon's ex-
pressions of support for the 
Governor's handling of the At-
tica insurrection in which 31;  
prisoners and 10 hostages were 
killed, despite indications that 
the hostages were shot rather 
than knifed. 

The visitors' panel was be-
ing set up, the Governor said, 
"so the public may be assured 
that the constitutional rights of 
the inmates are being pro-
tected." 

In a telephone interview from 
his Recohester office, Judge 
Goldman said he had just re- 
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ceived the assignment but hoped 
to name a five-member panel 
of "some top people in the 
correctional field" within the 
next day. 

The members, he said, would 
be assured of a free hand in 
conducting inquiries at the pris-
on and would be "pretty much 
going to be completely on their 
own." 

Mr. Rockefeller, who has not 
yet met with the media about 
Attica or his sanctioning of 
the decision of Mr. Oswald to 
storm the prison, spent the day 
reviewing events at the prison 
since the insurrection began last 
Thursday, according to ides. 

According to a spokesman 
for Assembly Speaker Perry B. 
Duryea, Republican of Suffolk 
Mr. Rockefeller is scheduled to 

Rangel Attacks Decision 
The Governor's approval of 

Mr. Oswald's decision to send 
troopers into the prison also 
was criticized by Representa-
five Charles B. Rangel, Demo-
crat of Manhattan who likened 
Mr. Rockefeller to Governor 
Ronald Reagan of California. 

"This was a Reagan decision,  
a Reagen decision that the lives 
of the prisoners and hostage: 
were not as important as a law 
and order image in New Yorli 
State," the Congressman said 
in Washington. 

There has been criticism 
from other quarters about the 
Governor's refusal to go to At-
tica. Aides to Mr. Rockefeller 
reported yesterday that the 

!meet Thursday with Re-
publican legislative leaders in 
Albany to plan the state's in-
vestigation of the Attica up-
rising. 

The spokesman said that 
the meeting in the State 
Capitol would focus on setting 
up a "coordinated" investi-
gating unit that hopefully 
would avoid a spate of separ-
ate inquirers. 

On Monday, the Governor 
issued a statement saying that 
the uprising was brought on by 
the "revolutionar ytactics of 
militants" and that he had 
ordered an investigation of "all 
the factors leading to this up-
rising, including the role that 
outside forces would appear to 
have played." 

Criticism From Badillo 
This statement drew critic-

ism yesterday from Represen-
tative Herman Ba.dillo, Bronx 
Democrat who was one of the 
group of citizen observers who 
tried vainly to negotiate a non-
violent ending to the rison dis-
ruption. 

Mr. Badillo, at a news con-
ference, contended that the Gov 
ernor had "prejudged" any 
state investigation of the origins 
of the uprising by his com-
ments. 

The Congressman contended 
that a proper inquiry could 
not be conducted by the Rock-
feller administration or the 
Legislature. He said the inves-
tigative body should include 
members of the citizens ob-
servers' committee as well as 
"impartial outsiders" and "peo- 

CoI. 7 ple from a wide range of our 
society." 

Mr. Badillo also repeated his 
contention that the Governor 
should have heeded the com-
mittee's request that he per-
sonally come to Attica. 

"All of the possibilities were 
not exhausted and I don't see 
that it was so urgent to take 
action," Mr. Badillo said. 


