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R
ocky's Im

age in
 S

m
ith

ereen
s 

B
y B

etty F
lynn 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
 —

 (C
D

N
) —

 G
ov. N

elson R
ockefeller's 

alread
y
 frag

m
en

ted
 im

ag
e as a lib

eral fig
u
reh

ead
 in

 th
e 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 p
arty

 h
as b

een
 sh

attered
 b

y
 h

is d
ecisio

n
-

_M
aking on the A

ttica prison tragedy. 
, T

h
e m

an
 w

h
o
 w

as b
o
o
ed

 an
d
 catcalled

 as a lib
eral 

outcast at the 1964 G
O

P
 convention that nom

inated B
arry 

t-d
ld

w
ater is n

o
w

 h
ailed

 as th
e h

ero
 o

f L
aw

-an
d
-O

rd
er in

 
co

n
serv

ativ
e q

u
arters. 

R
ockefeller, according to the right-w

ing editorial page 
O

f th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 D
aily

 n
ew

s, is d
u
e "g

reat cred
it" fo

r 
d
eclin

in
g
 to

 "w
eak

en
 o

r d
em

ean
 o

u
r sy

stem
 o

f crim
in

al 
jiistice." 

'B
u
t to

 m
an

y
 lib

eral p
o
litician

s an
d
 co

m
m

u
n
ity

 lead
-

ers w
ho once saw

 R
ockefeller on their side, his refusal to 

accede to a prisoner request S
unday to join personally in 

'n
eg

o
tiatio

n
s an

d
 h

is su
p
p
o
rt o

f th
e M

o
n
d
ay

 o
n
slau

g
h
t is 

'the final arc in a full circle sw
ing to the right. 

H
eld 'B

latantly R
epressive' 

"It is one of the m
ost callous and blatantly repressive 

acts ever carried out by a supposedly civilized society on 
its 'o

w
n

 p
eo

p
le," said

 N
ew

ark
's b

lack
 m

ay
o

r, K
en

n
eth

 
G

ibson. 
"T

h
e g

o
v
ern

o
r co

u
ld

 h
av

e g
iv

en
 m

o
re," said

 R
ep

. 
H

erm
an B

adillo (D
-N

.Y
.), the nation's only P

uerto R
ican 

co
n

g
ressm

an
 an

d
 a m

em
b

er o
f th

e o
b
serv

er co
m

m
ittee 

that spent long hours inside C
ell block D

. "If R
ockefeller 

had show
n, w

e w
ould have gained additional tim

e." 
"I d

o
 n

o
t feel th

at m
y
 p

h
y
sical p

resen
ce o

n
 th

e site 
can

 co
n
trib

u
te to

 a p
eacefu

l settlem
en

t," w
as R

o
ck

efell-
er's terse rep

ly
 to

 th
e p

riso
n
er req

u
est, ad

d
in

g
 th

at h
e 

w
as "deeply grateful" to have been asked. 

W
orth L

osing 'F
ace' 

"T
h
e u

n
an

sw
erab

le q
u
estio

n
 th

at w
ill h

au
n
t th

e 
state," w

ro
te Jam

es W
ech

sler, th
e th

o
u
g
h
tfu

l co
lu

m
n
ist 

and form
er editor of the N

ew
 Y

ork P
ost, w

hich supported 
R

ocky in 1966, "is w
hether this disaster could have been 

'av
erted

 if G
o
v
ern

o
r R

o
ck

efeller h
ad

 resp
o
n
d
ed

 to
 th

e 

C
A

L
L

S
 A

T
T

IC
A

 A
 "T

R
A

G
E

D
Y

" 
G

o
v
ern

o
r N

elso
n
 A

. R
o
ck

efeller o
f N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 

pleas 	
for his personal appearance . . . 

"W
hat could have been risked by such a gubernatorial 

ex
p
ed

itio
n
 ev

en
 if it p

ro
v
ed

 u
n
su

ccessfu
l? 'F

ace?' Isn
't it 

co
n
ceiv

ab
le th

at h
is ap

p
earan

ce :w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e in
 fact p

ro
-

vided the face-saver that w
ould have enabled the inm

ates 
to

 b
ack

 aw
ay

 fro
m

 th
eir m

o
re fan

tastic d
em

an
d
s?" 

D
avid R

othenberg, 38, executive secretary of the F
or-

tune S
ociety, a N

ew
 Y

ork rehabilitation group for form
er 

co
n
v
icts, ag

reed
 th

at R
o
ck

efeller w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 a 
"force strong and pow

erful enough to pull it all together." 
"T

he biggest feeling am
ong the prisoners is the sense 

of pow
erlessness," said John S

unch, Jr., 27, w
ho left A

tti-
ca in

 Ju
n
e after serv

in
g
 15 m

onths for arm
ed robbery. 

"If R
ockefeller had gone there, this w

hole thing m
ight 

have been different. T
he guys w

anted som
eone there w

ho 
co

u
ld

n
't p

ass th
e b

u
ck

. It co
u
ld

 h
av

e reliev
ed

 th
e situ

a-
tion." 

W
ech

sler an
d
 o

th
ers w

ere citin
g
, if n

o
t eq

u
atin

g
, th

e 
late A

d
lai S

tev
en

so
n
's co

u
rag

eo
u
s stan

d
 at th

e. M
en

ard
 

(Ill.) p
riso

n
 rio

t d
u
rin

g
 th

e 1
9
5
2
 p

resid
en

tial cam
p
aig

n
, 

w
h
ich

 h
e in

terru
p
ted

 to
 ap

p
ear p

erso
n
ally

 in
 th

e p
riso

n
-

yard w
ith an ultim

atum
, O

rder w
as restored shortly there-

after w
ith no violence. 

L
indsay's R

iot R
ecalled 

A
n
d
 C

ity
 H

all o
fficials w

ere m
ak

in
g
 th

e sam
e cau

-
tious com

parisons w
ith M

ayor John L
indsay's handling of 

N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 C
ity

 p
riso

n
 rio

ts last O
cto

b
er, w

h
en

 h
o
stag

es 
w

ere released
 u

n
h
arm

ed
 after L

in
d
say

 p
ro

m
ised

 to
 m

ak
e 

p
erso

n
al ap

p
earan

ce's at th
ree jails w

h
ere rio

tin
g
 h

ad
 

broken out. 
"R

o
ck

efeller w
as in

 a h
o
rrib

le d
ilem

m
a an

d
 it's n

o
t 

really
 fair to

 m
ak

e ex
act p

arallels," a C
ity

 H
all so

u
rce 

conceded. "B
ut the thinking around here is if you don't go 

in
 im

m
ed

iately
 an

d
 n

eg
o
tiatio

n
s b

eg
in

, th
en

 it h
as to

 b
e 

treated
 m

o
re o

r less lik
e lab

o
r n

eg
o
tiatio

n
s. T

h
ey

 h
av

e 
certain cards, you have certain cards, w

hatever your val-
u
es. A

n
d
 ev

en
 seem

in
g
ly

 in
tractab

le an
d
 o

u
trag

eo
u
s d

e-
m

ands have a w
ay of giving w

ay after a w
hile." 

"I em
p
h
asize th

at n
o
 o

n
e k

n
o
w

s w
h
eth

er (R
o
ck

efell-
er) co

u
ld

 h
av

e p
rev

en
ted

 th
is n

ig
h
tm

are," co
lu

m
n
ist 

W
ech

sler w
ro

te y
esterd

ay
. "B

u
t m

an
y
 o

f u
s —

 I w
o
u
ld

 
like to believe including N

elson R
ockefeller —

 w
ould sleep 

m
o
re seren

ely
 if h

e h
ad

 tried
." 
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