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T
H

E
 S

1
 A

T
E

S
-IT

E
M

 

C
alled 'A

ppalling M
assacre' 

R
eactio

n
 D

ivi 
e
 	

ttica A
ssau

lt 
B

y T
he A

ssociated P
ress 

P
ublic officials, penologists 

an
d
 p

riv
ate citizen

s reactin
g
 

to
 th

e b
lo

o
d
y
 en

d
 o

f th
e in

-
m

ate in
su

rrectio
n
 at A

ttica 
P

riso
n

 h
av

e d
iv

id
ed

 sh
arp

ly
 

over w
hether the use of force 

w
as necessary. 
P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
, in

 a tele-
phone conversation w

ith G
ov. 

N
elso

n
 A

. R
o
ck

efeller, ex
-

pressed support for the gover-
nor's response to the four-day 
rebellion that ended w

ith nine 
h
o
sta

g
e
s a

n
d
 2

8
 in

m
a
te

s 
killed. 

N
ix

o
n
 p

articu
larly

 su
p
p
o
rt-

ed
 R

o
ck

efeller's refu
sal to

 
g
ran

t th
e p

riso
n
er's d

em
an

d
 

for com
plete am

nesty for any 
crim

in
al acts co

m
m

itted
 d

u
r-

in
g
 th

e u
p
risin

g
, aid

es to
 th

e 
tw

o m
en said. 

L
A

T
E

R
 T

H
E

 P
resid

en
t rei-

terated
 h

is b
ack

in
g
 o

f R
o
ck

e-
feller's stan

d
. H

e d
id

 so
 at a 

m
eeting w

ith R
epublican con-

. g
ressio

n
al lead

ers. T
h
ey

 all 
agreed w

ith N
ixon, according 

to
 a rep

o
rt fro

m
 S

en
ate R

e-
publican L

eader H
ugh S

cott of 
P

ennsylvania. 
S

co
tt to

ld
 rep

o
rters after a 

W
h

ite H
o

u
se m

eetin
g

 w
ith

 
N

ix
o
n
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 
b
ro

u
g
h
t u

p
 th

e m
atter o

f th
e 

A
ttica P

riso
n
 rev

o
lt an

d
 to

ld
 

th
e co

n
g
ressio

n
al lead

ers h
e 

felt R
ockefeller had "no other 

reco
u
rse av

ailab
le to

 h
im

 u
n
-

der the circum
stances in view

 
o
f th

e
 p

o
ssib

le
 d

a
n
g
e
r o

f 
g
reater lo

ss o
f life." 

S
co

tt said
 all o

f th
e G

O
P

 
lead

ers p
resen

t ag
reed

 th
at in

 
th

is "v
ery

 d
ifficu

lt situ
atio

n
 

G
o
v
. R

o
ck

efeller h
ad

 tak
en

 
th

e o
n
ly

 co
u
rse av

ailab
le to

 
him

." 
A

 sim
ilar su

p
p
o
rtin

g
 state-

m
ent w

as issued by C
ol. F

red 
P

earso
n
, leg

islativ
e d

irecto
r 

of the A
m

erican F
ederation of 

P
olice. H

e said he has been in 
contact w

ith law
 enforcem

ent 
officials throughout the U

nited 
S

tates and it seem
ed to be the 

general opinion that the action 
tak

en
 at A

ttica w
as n

eces-
sary. 

O
N

E
 A

U
T

H
O

R
IT

Y
 on pris-

o
n
e, D

r. V
ern

o
n
 F

o
x
, w

h
o
 

o
n
ce sp

en
t fo

u
r d

ay
s "talk

in
g
 

d
o
w

n
" a

 rio
t a

t M
ic

h
ig

a
n
 

S
ta

te
 P

riso
n
, c

h
a
rg

e
d
 th

a
t 

N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 o

fficials m
ish

an
-

dled the situation. 
"W

h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 at A

ttica 
w

as d
esp

icab
le," said

 F
o

x
, 

now
 a crim

inologist at F
lorida 

S
tate U

n
iv

ersity
. H

e called
 

th
e m

o
v
e "an

 ap
p
allin

g
 m

as-
sacre." 

"T
he state w

as legitim
izing 

m
u

rd
er," h

e said
. "T

h
ere w

as 
no reason to kill anybody. A

n-
o
th

e
r 2

4
 h

o
u
rs o

f ta
lk

in
g
 

w
ouldn't have done any harm

 
an

d
 it m

ig
h
t h

av
e sav

ed
 th

e 
liv

es o
f 2

8
 in

m
ates an

d
 n

in
e 

guards." 
"T

h
e
 p

rim
a
ry

 re
a
so

n
 fo

r 
th

e u
se o

f fo
rce is alw

ay
s to

 
create an

 im
ag

e fo
r th

e p
u
b
-

lic," said
 F

o
x
, au

th
o
r o

f "V
i-

o
len

ce B
eh

in
d
 B

ars." "In
tro

- 

duction to C
orrection" and the 

forthcom
ing "W

hen P
risoners 

R
iot." 

W
IL

L
IA

M
 D

. L
eeke, direc-

tor of S
outh C

arolina's prison 
sy

stem
, said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

criticize th
e h

an
d

lin
g

 o
f th

e 
A

ttica o
u
tb

reak
 "b

ecau
se I 

w
asn

't th
ere." 

"T
h
ere is a g

reat d
eal o

f 
controversy over the policy to 
follow

 about negotiating w
ith 

p
riso

n
e
r s,"

 L
e
e
k
e
 sa

id
. 

"E
ventually you have to m

ove 
in w

ith force and let the chips 
fall w

here they m
ay." 

M
ayor K

enneth A
. G

ibson of 
N

ew
ark said, "T

he use of co-
ordinated, organized violence 
in overcom

ing the inm
ates at 

A
ttica S

tate P
riso

n
 stan

d
s as 

o
n
e o

f th
e m

o
st callo

u
s an

d
 

b
latan

tly
 rep

ressiv
e acts ev

er 
carried

 o
u
t b

y
 a su

p
p
o
sed

ly
 

civ
ilized

 so
ciety

 o
n
 its o

w
n
 

rpeonle. . . . 

"W
h
en

 w
e lo

o
k
 at p

riso
n
 

co
n
d
itio

n
s an

d
 th

e b
ru

tal u
se 

o
f fo

rce at A
ttica w

e see th
e 

sam
e face o

f racism
 w

h
ich

 
cau

sed
 an

d
 th

en
 p

u
t d

o
w

n
 

w
ith

 fo
rce civ

il d
istu

rb
an

ces 
in

 th
is co

u
n
try

's g
h
etto

s," h
e 

said. 

R
O

C
K

E
F

E
L

L
E

R
'S

 actio
n
 

w
on the support of m

any fel-
low

 governors w
ho com

m
ent-

ed
 at th

eir an
n
u
al co

n
feren

ce 
in S

an Juan, P
uerto R

ico. 
G

ov. P
reston S

m
ith of T

ex-
as said

, "If th
ey

 h
ad

 a co
u
p
le 

d
ay

s an
d
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t reach

 a 
so

lu
tio

n
, resp

o
n
sib

le law
 en

-
fo

rcem
en

t p
eo

p
le h

ad
 n

o
 al-

ternative." 



Ohio Gov. John J. Gilligan 
said, "There is no way you 
can parley with people on the 
basis of their holding hostages. 
It is important to move in 
early and with overwhelming 
farce." 

"They should have moved 
the first day to stop it," said 
Gov. David Hall of Oklahoma. 

"WE HAD it in Maryland, " 
said Gov. Marvin Mandel. "I 
went over to the prison and 
told the prisoners, 'You have 
two minutes to release the 
guards, or I'm leaving.' The 
guards were released and 
then I listened to them." 

Rep. Herman Badillo, D-
N.Y., one of a committee of 
observers who tried to me-
diate at the prison, said he 
regretted that Rockefeller had 
not allowed the negotiations to 
continue. 

"There's always time to 
die," he told newsmen. "But 
time to negotiate is what is 
essential in these circum-
st an c e s." Sen. James L. 

Buckle y, R-C-N.Y., said: 
"There are times when the 
law ought to be merciful. This 
is not one of them." He 
termed the "wanton murder" 
of the hostages "an act of 
barbarism pure and simple," 
and said, "punishment of 
those responsible must be 
swift and authoritative." 

Sen. Jacob K. Javits, R-
N.Y., said, "The governor had 
an awful decision to make. 
Lawlessness is already too 
rampant to allow the public 
security to be bargained away 
in amnesty agreements with 
ruthless criminals." 

ROCKEFELLER charged 
that "the tragedy was brought 
on by the highly organized, 
revolutionary tactics of mili-
tants who rejected all efforts 
at a peaceful settlement, forc-
ing a confrontation and car-
ried out cold-blooded killings 
they had threatened from the 
outset." 

He ordered a complete in- 

vestigation "including the role 
that outside forces would ap-
pear to have played." 

Gov. Ronald Reagan of Cali-
fornia said the percentage of 
violent inmates is increasing. 
He added that some revolu-
tionaries who had been active 
on campus now are fomenting 
trouble in prisons. 

Bobby G. Seale, chairman of 
the Black Panther party and 
a participant briefly in the ne-
gotiations at the prison, 
blamed state Correction Com-
missioner Russell G. Oswald 
for the deaths. 

SEALE SAID, "They (the 
officials) are guilty of mur-
der. The best thing to do 
would be to charge Oswald 
and the others with first-de-
gree outright mass murder." 

Activist lawyer William 
Kunstler, who participated in 
the negotiations, said, "Today 
the State of New York decid-
ed that force was of more val-
ue than human life and delib-
erately sacrificed both in-
mates and hostages to the 
principle of political expedien-
cy." Some clergymen also de-
nounced the governor's action. 

"Even a long stalemate 
would have been preferable to 
the violent route the state 
chose to take," said the Rev. 
Dr. Robert V. Moss, president 
of t h e two-million-member 
United Church of Christ. 

"The refusal of Gov. Rocke-
feller to participate in the ne-
gotiations and his precipitate 
action to restore order by vio-
lent means must be censored 
by Christians who recall the 
words of their Master--`I was 
in prison and ye visited me.' " 

The Rev. Gilberg Caldwell, 
executive director of the Min-
isterial Interfaith Association,  

which represents about 200 
Harlem clergymen, said 
Rockefeller, "disregarded the 
humanity of the prisoners 
. . . especially when they 
happen to be black and Puer-
to Rican." 


