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Our Heads' 
es of a state police sharp-
shooter on the wall who 
killed the prisoner just as he 
started to cut the hostage's 
throat. 

And amid the rampage one 
of the hostages. Elmer Jlue-
hen. found his life spared by 
'a convict assigned to kill 
him, who whispered instead: 

"I don't have the heart to 
do it. I'm only going to prick 
you." 

Huehen said the prisoner 
nicked him enough to draw 
blood, then lay down on top 
of him so other convicts 
would not notice he was still 
alive. 

Dr. Warren Hanson. who 
treated the hostages brought 
to the hospital, said that at 
least one other of the eight 
held on the parapet had sur-
vived. 'Fhat hostage told the 
doctor that instead of cutting 
his throat, the inmate hold-
ing him had cut his bonds 
and pulled him down to the 
ground. 

"I didn't feel they were 
bluffing, not one hit," said 
Sergeant Gerald Riger.  51, 
who is in his 21st year as a 
prison guard. "I knew what 
they were capable of and 
what 1 heard of their talk 
over four days convinced me 
they were very determined." 

The hostages had been told 
from the first that they 
would be killed as soon as  

the shooting started. But un-
til the ultimatum, these hos-
tages and others said, they 
were treated carefully, at 
times even solicitously. 

The inmates right around 
us were there to protect our 
lives till just about the end," 
said Larry L ons, a 32- 
year-olguard w h o was 
treated at the Genesee Me-
morial Hospital in Batavia. 
"They did what they could. I 
really believe that. We got to 
eat what they got to eat." 

The hostages came to de-
pend increasingly for their 
safety on their guards, fear-
ing the diffuse hostility of the 
more than 1000 angry prison-
ers milling about in the yard. 

"Some guys started t o 
crack," one of the hostages 
said. "quite a few said they 
were never going back into 
that prison except to get paid 
off — if they got-out." 

When they thought about 
how it all would end, the hos-
tages were torn between 
their fear and their increduli-
ty over the liberal conces-
sions the prisoners seemed to 
be extracting from the au-
thorities. 

"Let's face it, you're dl-
ways fighting for survival," 
Riger said. "But I didn't 
want to see them get all their 
demands. It would start the 
same thing going in prison,:-  
all over the United States." 
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