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P

rison O
fficers H

ere A
sk S

tiffer P
enalties fo

r Inm
ates W

ho R
iot 

B
y E

D
W

A
R

D
 C

. B
U

R
K

S 
P

resid
en

ts o
f th

e city
's w

a-
d
en

s' an
d
 co

rrectio
n
 o

fficers' 
asso

ciatio
n
s called

 y
esterd

ay
 

fo
r leg

islatio
n
 to

 m
ak

e th
e tak

-
in

g
 o

f a
 h

o
sta

g
e
 in

 a
 p

riso
n
 

rio
t a crim

e p
u
n
ish

ab
le b

y
 life 

im
prisonm

ent. 
In

 id
e
n
tic

a
l te

le
g
ra

m
s to

 
G

overnor R
ockefeller and M

ay-
o
r L

in
d
say

 th
e lead

ers o
f fiv

e 
asso

ciatio
n
s rep

resen
tin

g
 m

o
re 

th
an

 3
,0

0
0
 m

en
 h

ere, said
, in

 
p
art: 
"T

h
e
 se

n
se

le
ss a

n
d
 b

ru
ta

l 
killing of 10 correction officers 
at A

ttica p
riso

n
 d

em
an

d
s th

at 
im

m
ed

iate step
s b

e tak
en

 to
  in

su
re th

e safety
 o

f co
rrectio

n
 

o
ffic

e
rs a

n
d
 p

u
t in

m
a
te

s o
n
 

n
o
tice th

at su
ch

 co
n
d
u
ct w

ill 
n
o
t b

e to
lerated

." 
S

tatem
ent Is S

ought 
T

he telegram
 urged the G

ov-
ern

o
r an

d
 th

e M
ay

o
r to

 issu
e 

a p
u
b
lic statem

en
t th

at n
o
 am

-
n
esty

, ad
m

in
istrativ

e o
r leg

al, 
w

ould be granted to any inm
ate 

p
a
rtic

ip
a
tin

g
 in

 rio
ts o

r th
e
 

ta
k
in

g
 o

f h
o
sta

g
e
s. F

u
rth

e
r, 

th
ey

 w
ere ask

ed
 to

 sp
o
n
so

r th
e 

life-im
prisonm

ent penalty at the 
next session of the L

egislature. 
T

he telegram
 w

ent on: 
"U

n
le

ss in
m

a
te

s a
re

 fo
re

-
w

arn
ed

 th
at rio

ts an
d
 th

e tak
- 

in
g
 o

f h
o
stag

es w
ill b

e d
eal.  

w
ith

 sw
iftly

 an
d
 sev

erely
 an

 
w

ith
o
u
t th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 o

f co
n
 

cessio
n
s, y

o
u
 are b

eg
g
in

g
 fl 

fo
r a rep

etitio
n
 o

f th
ese trag

i 
events." 

A
m

plifying those sentirnen 
at a n

ew
s co

n
feren

ce, o
n
e 6

 
th

e sig
n
ers,. L

eo
 C

. S
eferetti 

th
e p

resid
en

t o
f th

e 2
,7

0
0
 m

an
 

C
orrection O

fficers B
enevolent 

A
sso

ciatio
n
, said

 th
at in

 th
a 

case o
f h

o
stag

e-tak
in

g
, "‘ 

d
iate actio

n
" to

 b
rin

g
 e.b

o
. 

their release "is the best coutie 
of action." 

 
M

r. Z
eferetti said

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 
n
o
t p

ass ju
d
g
m

en
t o

n
 th

e
.  ac-

tio
n
s o

f o
fficials at th

e A
ttica 

C
o
rrectio

n
al F

acility
 d

u
rin

g
 a 

p
erilo

u
s situ

atio
n
. B

u
t, h

e in
-

sisted
, th

e in
m

ates h
av

e g
o
t 

to
 re

a
liz

e
 w

e
 h

a
v
e
 n

o
 o

th
e
r 

reco
u
rse b

u
t to

 g
o
 in

 im
m

ed
i-

ately
." H

e said
 th

at at A
ttica 

e rio
ters h

ad
 fiv

e d
ay

s to
 re- 

orce them
selves w

hile r ego-
tiations w

ent on. 
`T

ense C
alm

' E
lsew

here 
...tA

 "ten
se calm

 w
as rep

o
rted

 
o
fficials at o

th
er state co

r-
ectio

n
al facilities. In

 so
m

e 
ag

es, "d
o
u
b
le co

v
erag

e" b
y
 

guards w
as in force. 

In N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity, A
l C

astro, 
a spokesm

an for the C
orrection 

D
ep

artm
en

t, rep
o
rted

 a "fairly
 

norm
al day" in detention hous- 

es and prisons. "W
e're trying to 

ru
n
 th

em
 as n

o
rm

ally
 as p

o
s-

sib
le," h

e said
. "If w

e g
et u

p
 

tig
h
t; th

en
 th

e in
m

ates g
et u

p
 

tight." 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 M
r. Z

eferetti, 
th

ere h
as b

een
 a co

n
sp

iracy
 

am
ong various prisoners in the 

state fo
r a lo

n
g
 tim

e—
a "p

ris-
oner liberation front," he called 
it—

to
 w

reck
 th

e p
riso

n
s an

d
 

cau
se d

istu
rb

an
ces. H

e said
 

th
at so

m
e o

f th
e sam

e p
riso

n
-

ers involved in the riot in M
an-

h
attan

's H
o
u
se o

f D
eten

tio
n
 

(T
h
e
 T

o
m

b
s) la

st y
e
a
r h

a
d
 

d
o
u
b
tless b

een
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e 

A
ttica rio

t. 


