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T
h

e A
frican

 lead
ers K

issin
ger ign

ored
 

D
avid O

lsen, a form
er director of the C

am
bridge-

based A
frica R

esearch G
roup, is co-author of "R

ace 
to

 P
o
w

er: T
h
e S

tru
g
g
le fo

r S
o
u
th

ern
 A

frica" 
(A

nchor P
ress, 1974). 

B
y D

avid O
lsen 

P
acific N

ew
s S

ervice 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 Secretary of State K
issinger's 

o
v
e to

 fo
ster a m

o
d
erate b

lack
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t in
 

h
o
d
esia carefu

lly
 av

o
id

ed
 co

n
tact w

ith
 th

e v
ery

 
leaders w

ho w
ill hold the trum

p cards in forthcom
ing 

negotiations. 

T
hese m

en are the radical nationalist leaders. 
T

hey have overshadow
ed the older, m

ore m
oderate 

lead
ers in

 th
ree o

f th
e m

o
st cru

cial areas: T
h
eir 

,co
m

m
an

d
 o

f m
ilitary

 fo
rces, p

o
p
u
lar su

p
p
o
rt an

d
 

?: -backing by other im
portant A

frican leaders. 
Y

e
t n

o
n
e
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 in

c
lu

d
e
d
 in

 th
e
 e

a
rly

 
s. negotiations to try to establish an interim

 governm
ent 

. m
 R

hodesia. 

T
he key radical leaders include: 

—
R

obert M
ugabe, leader of the leftist political 

party, Z
A

N
U

, and m
ajor representative of m

ost of the 
Z

im
babw

ean guerrilla fighters based in neighboring 
M

ozam
bique. M

ugabe, a form
er teacher, w

as im
pris-

oned by the an S
m

ith regim
e for 11 years for political 

activities. 
—

P
res4dent S

am
ora M

achel of M
ozam

bique, 
in

stru
m

en
tal in

 creatin
g
 th

e Z
im

b
ab

w
e P

eo
p
le's 

A
rm

y
 in

 1
9
7
4
 in

 an
 effo

rt to
 u

n
ify

 th
e g

u
errilla  

factions. H
e probably has m

ore influence w
ith the 

guerrillas than any other outsider. 
—

M
ethodist B

ishop A
bel M

uzorew
a, leader of the 

m
ilitant faction of the R

hodesian A
frican N

ational 
C

ouncil, a coalition of nationalist groups. Som
e say he 

h
as th

e stro
n
g
est p

o
p
u
lar b

ack
in

g
 o

f all b
lack

 
Z

im
babw

ean leaders. 

—
T

he high com
m

and of the Z
im

babw
e P

eople's 
A

rm
y, com

posed of 18 leaders of Z
A

N
U

 and Z
A

P
U

, 
th

e o
ld

est an
d
 m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t A
frican

 p
o
litical 

parties in R
hodesia. 

—
P

resid
en

t A
g
o
stin

h
o
 N

eto
 o

f A
n
g
o
la. L

ik
e 

M
ach

el, h
e's w

ary
 o

f A
m

erican
 attem

p
ts to

 h
elp

 
structure A

frica's future. U
.S

. relations w
ith N

eto's 
M

P
L

A
-led

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t h
av

e b
een

 strain
ed

 sin
ce 

A
ngola's civil w

ar. 

K
issinger concentrated instead on "m

oderate" 
and non-aligned politicians and on P

rim
e M

inister Ian 
S

m
ith, leader of R

hodesia's w
hite m

inority govern-
m

ent. 

T
he only nationalist leader K

issinger m
et w

as 
Joshua N

kom
o, considered a m

oderate both at hom
e 

and abroad. H
e cam

e to prom
inence as one of the 

original nationalist agitators in the late 1940s, but had 
lost m

ost of his follow
ing by early 1976 w

hen he  

negotiated unsuccessfully on his ow
n w

ith S
m

ith. 
A

 devout C
hristian, N

kom
o stresses peaceful 

negotiation and non-violent protest as the road to 
black m

ajority rule in R
hodesia. G

uerrilla leaders 
branded him

 a traitor after his talks w
ith S

m
ith. 

Y
et in

 p
ro

o
f o

f th
e M

id
as-to

u
ch

 q
u
ality

 o
f a 

K
issinger visit, w

hen N
kom

o returned to S
alisbury 

S
ept. 25 after the m

eeting, he drew
 a larger crow

d 
than the popular, radical M

uzorew
a attracted five 

days later. 

T
h
e rad

ical lead
ers K

issin
g
er sh

u
n
n
ed

 h
av

e 
called for an im

m
ediate transfer of pow

er. T
hat's a 

rejection of the B
ritish-A

m
erican proposal for a tw

o-
year transition period. 

"W
e are talking about m

ajority rule in four to six 
w

eek
s, w

h
en

 w
ith

 th
e fo

rm
atio

n
 o

f an
 in

terim
 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t th
e p

o
w

ers o
f th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f 

R
hodesia w

ill be passed on to the m
ajority," said 

T
anzania's P

resident N
yerere. 

T
he m

ilitant leaders also have stressed that they 
w

on't allow
 the structure of the interim

 governm
ent 

to be determ
ined by w

hites. A
nd they have rejected 

S
m

ith's proposal that the m
inistries of defense and 

law
 an

d
 o

rd
er rem

ain
 in

 w
h
ite h

an
d
s d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
transition period. 

In addition, the radical leadership is com
m

itted to 
som

e form
 of A

frican socialism
. T

hey are believed to 
be neither pro-S

oviet nor pro-C
hinese, but to w

ant 
so

m
e fo

rm
 o

f n
atio

n
al p

lan
n
in

g
 to

 restru
ctu

re th
e 

w
hite-dom

inated capitalist econom
y. 

K
issin

g
er's av

o
id

an
ce o

f th
e rad

ical lead
ers 

ap
p
ears to

 b
e in

 k
eep

in
g
 w

ith
 h

is in
ten

tio
n
s fo

r a 
R

hodesian settlem
ent. D

iplom
ats aboard K

issinger's 
plane said he "is aim

ing for the em
ergence of a belt of 

frien
d
ly

 p
ro

-w
estern

 states fro
m

 N
am

ib
ia, o

n
 th

e 
so

u
th

 A
tlan

tic seab
o
ard

, th
ro

u
g
h
 lan

d
lo

ck
ed

 B
o
t-

sw
ana to R

hodesia." 

S
om

e observers point out that even if K
issinger 

h
ad

 in
v
ited

 th
ese lead

ers to
 talk

, th
ey

 m
ig

h
t h

av
e 

refused out of fear of losing credibility w
ith their 

p
eers. A

ll Z
im

b
ab

w
ean

 rad
ical lead

ers h
av

e d
e-

nounced K
issinger's involvem

ent in the R
hodesian 

crisis. 

S
a
m

o
ra

 M
a
ch

el, 
p

resid
en

t 
o
f M

o
za

m
b

iq
u

e 
a
n

d
 th

e 
str

o
n

g
e
st 

o
u

tsid
e
 

in
flu

en
ce o

n
 

th
e g

u
errilla

s 


