
A
.,./z7

o
 e- 

 
 

IN
X

D
ost F

F
B

 2 n 1976 
T

H
E

 W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 P

O
S

T
, F

R
ID

A
Y

, F
E

B
R

U
A

R
Y

 2
0
, 1

9
7
( 

 
 

 

 

Stephen S. R
osenfeld 

 

 
 

 
 

 

T
hinking A

b
o
u
t o

o
t th

e
m

 M
ica 

If th
e an

ti-C
o

m
m

u
n

ist ratio
n

ale o
f 

th
e ad

m
in

istratio
n

's A
n

g
o

la p
o

licy
 

rem
ain

s in
 fo

rce, R
ep

. C
h

arles C
. 

D
ig

g
s Jr. (D

-M
ich

.), b
lack

 A
frica's 

leading voice in C
ongress, points out, 

w
e're in big trouble. F

or the R
ussians. 

an
d

 C
u

b
an

s, b
y

 ju
st a sm

all in
v

est-
m

en
t in

 th
e b

lack
 lib

eratio
n
 fo

rces in
 

N
am

ib
ia, R

h
o
d
esia an

d
 ev

en
tu

ally
 

S
o
u
th

 A
frica, can

 th
ereb

y
 p

u
sh

 th
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates to

 th
e sid

e o
f th

e w
h
ite 

m
in

o
rities th

ere in
 th

e n
am

e o
f an

ti-
com

m
unism

. "B
y the sam

e rationale," 
he says, "w

e'd intervene." 
T

o D
iggs, the answ

er is sim
ple. F

or 
y

ears th
e S

o
v

iets h
av

e su
p

p
o

rted
 A

f-
rican liberation m

ovem
ents. In A

ngola 
th

ey
 are co

llectin
g
 so

m
e ch

ip
s an

d
 

p
o

sitio
n

in
g

 th
em

selv
es to

 p
lay

 else-
w

h
ere. S

o
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates sh
o

u
ld

 
start id

en
tify

in
g

 m
o

re w
ith

 th
e re-

m
ain

in
g

 lib
eratio

n
 m

o
v

em
en

ts. T
h

e 
first step is to recognize the new

 gov-
em

in
en

t in
 A

n
g

o
la p

ro
m

p
tly

, rath
er 

than sulking and granting a begrudged 
reco

g
n
itio

n
 later. T

h
at is th

e w
ay

 to
 

h
ead

 o
ff n

o
t o

n
ly

 a d
eep

en
in

g
 o

f th
e 

cold w
ar in A

frica, but also racial fire. 
D

iggs, a leader of the C
ongressional 

B
lack

 C
au

cu
s, th

in
k
s th

at, d
esp

ite 
everything, the U

nited S
tates still has 

cred
it w

ith
 th

e lib
eratio

n
 g

ro
u

p
s. H

e 
attrib

u
tes th

is m
o

re to
 th

e p
erso

n
al 

ex
ertio

n
s o

f v
ario

u
s A

m
erican

 d
ip

lo
-

m
ats and others, than to the calculated 

policy of the governm
ent. 

T
h

at p
o

licy
 h

e fin
d

s g
riev

o
u

sly
 

w
an

tin
g
: "Y

o
u
 ju

st can
't ex

p
ect th

e 
rem

ain
d

er o
f u

n
freed

 A
frica to

 stay
 

q
u

iet." B
u

t h
e th

in
k

s th
e co

u
n

try
's 

an
d

 th
e C

o
n

g
ress' g

en
eral d

isin
terest 

in
 su

b
-S

ah
ara A

frica is startin
g

 to
 

y
ield

 to
 th

e "n
ew

 assertiv
en

ess" o
f 

C
ongress in foreign affairs—

it has not 
been lost on him

 that a black A
frican 

cause finally benefited from
 a congres-

sional foreign-policy rebellion, w
hen 

C
ongress m

oved to end the A
m

erican 
role in A

ngola late last year. 
H

e
 b

e
lie

v
e
s, to

o
,. th

a
t "A

n
g
o
la

 
d

ram
atized

 to
 b

lack
 A

m
erican

s th
e 

relevance of A
m

erican foreign policy 
to them

 as nothing has since the inde-
p

en
d

en
ce m

o
v

em
en

ts o
f th

e 1
9

6
0

s." 
Indeed, how

 w
ould A

m
ericans, black 

an
d

 w
h

ite, react if th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

fo
u

n
d

 itself su
p

p
o

rtin
g

 th
e m

in
o

rity
 

w
h
ite

 sid
e
 in

 a
n
 o

u
trig

h
t w

a
r in

 
southern A

frica? 
B

y •contrast, the adm
inistration in its 

ow
n thinking about post-A

ngola devel-
opm

ents seem
s frozen in an "A

ngolan"  

m
o
d
e in

 w
h
ich

 th
e m

ain
 en

em
y
 is 

portrayed as a C
ongress gutlessly un-

w
illin

g
 to

 h
alt th

e sp
read

 o
f C

o
m

-
m

unist and S
oviet influence in A

frica. 
S

inglem
indedly, the adm

inistration of-
fers u

p
 Z

aire as th
e co

u
n
try

 m
o
st 

n
eed

fu
l an

d
 w

o
rth

y
 o

f A
m

erican
 aid

 
to

 stem
 th

e R
ed

 tid
e. 

T
o be sure, there is a danger. T

here 
w

a
s n

o
 p

h
y

sic
a
l S

o
v

ie
t o

r C
u

b
a
n

 
presence before, and there is one now

. 
It can

't b
e d

ism
issed

 as u
n

real, o
r as 

th
e ex

p
ectab

le resp
o

n
se to

 ad
m

in
is-

tration policy, or as H
enry K

issinger's 
problem

, or as the w
retched A

fricans' 
d
u
e. T

h
eir su

ccess an
d
 p

resen
ce g

iv
e 

th
e R

u
ssian

s b
o
th

 o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 an
d
 

tem
ptation to stir things up elsew

here 
in southern •A

frica. A
lthough one can 

h
e
a
r a

 ra
n

g
e
 o

f ju
d

g
m

e
n

ts o
n

 th
e
 

K
rem

lin's A
frican intentions, it seem

s 
to

 m
e p

ru
d
en

t to
 fig

u
re th

ey
'll m

ak
e 

trouble. 
T

h
e issu

e fo
r th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates, 
h

o
w

ev
er, is n

o
t sim

p
ly

 to
 o

p
p

o
se th

e 
R

u
ssia

n
s b

y
 b

a
c
k

in
g

 h
o

rse
s (lik

e
 

Z
a
ire

) th
a
t p

ro
fe

ss to
 b

e
 ru

n
n

in
g

 
against them

, but to "try to figure out 
h

o
w

 to
 slo

w
 th

e race d
o

w
n

. 
D

iggs' answ
er, w

hich m
akes a lot of 

sen
se to

 m
e, is fo

r th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates  

to steal som
e of the R

ussians' advan-
tag

e b
y

 co
m

in
g

 m
o

re o
p

en
ly

 to
 th

e 
sid

e o
f th

e b
lack

-m
ajo

rity
 lib

eratio
n

 
m

ovem
ents in R

hodesia and N
am

ibia 
(S

o
u

th
 W

est A
frica) an

d
 b

y
 tak

in
g

 a 
stro

n
g
er p

o
sitio

n
 ag

ain
st ap

arth
eid

 
in S

outh A
frica. 

In the sam
e spirit, the U

nited S
tates 

o
u
g
h
t to

 b
e m

o
re su

p
p
o
rtiv

e o
f th

e 
b

la
c
k

 n
a
tio

n
s ju

st n
o

rth
 o

f S
o

u
th

 
A

frica—
Z

am
bia, M

ozam
bique, T

anza-
n

ia. M
u

ch
 d

ep
en

d
s o

n
 th

eir su
ccess 

in
 n

atio
n

-b
u

ild
in

g
 an

d
 in

 actin
g

 as a 
b

rid
g

e b
etw

een
 b

lack
 an

d
 w

h
ite in

 
A

frica. T
he U

nited S
tates ought not to 

co
n

tin
u

e lettin
g

 th
e larg

er ro
le o

f 
these nations be subm

erged by its dis-
taste either for their dom

estic ideolo-
g

ies o
r fo

r th
eir v

o
tes o

n
 sy

m
b

o
lic 

T
hird W

orld issues (such as Z
ionism

, 
P

uerto R
ico) in the U

nited N
ations. 

T
h
ere is, I su

sp
ect, m

o
re co

n
g
res-

sio
n
al su

p
p
o
rt av

ailab
le fo

r su
ch

 a 
p

o
licy

 o
n

 C
ap

ito
l H

ill th
an

 th
e F

o
rd

 
adm

inistration has been ready to seek 
or acknow

ledge. 
In

 su
m

, th
e p

ro
b

lem
 is n

o
t a lap

se 
in the w

ill of the C
ongress but a flaw

 
in the policy of the P

resident. T
hat is 

the distinction on w
hich debate ought 

to proceed. 


