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Rebuffs

Ford onAngola,

Arms Aid

Prohibition
Approved

By Mary Russell

Washington Post Statf Writer .

The House delivered a
resounding rebuff to the
President yesterday by
voting to stop the ad-
ministration from spen-
ding any of the funds in a
$112.3 billion defense
appropriations bill for
military support to forces
fighting in Angola.

Despite a strong letter from
President Ford to House
Speaker Carl Albert (D-Okla.)
expressing ‘‘grave concern
over the international con-
sequences’’ of banning
military-aid to Angola, the

vote was 323 ‘to 99 in favor of

the ban.

‘The Pentagon money.bill
goes now tothe President. The
Senate attached the Angola
ban in December, approving
54 to 22 an amendement by
Sen. John V. Tunney (D-
Calif.) to the conference

compromise on the Defense

Department outlay. It had
already passed the House
without the amendment. ]

'On yesterday's vote, 251
Democrats were joined by 72
Republicans in supporting the
ban, while 69 Republicans and
30 Democrats voted against it.

“The’ literature the White
House -i¥* pUttifig out™is very,
very weak,”" Albert said.

The White House had hoped
to use about $30 million of the
defense money for activities in
Angola. In his letter, the
President noted that from
March to December of 1975,
the Soviet Union and Cuba
provided ‘‘almost $200 million
in weapons and other military
assistance to a minority
faction in Angola,” in addition
t0 10,000 Cuban combat troops.

Implying that the $30 million
would hardly offset the Soviet
Union and Cuban investment,
Albert said, “There's no use in
doing anything if you don’t do
enough. This is a typical Ford
operation where you wave
your hand and make a
gesture and then forgetit.”

The President, in the letter
contended that “resistance tc;
Soviet expansion by military
means must be a fundamenta]
element of U.S. foreign policy
- - . The failure of the U.S. to
take a stand will inevitably
lead our friends and sup-
porters to conclusions about
our steadfastness and resolve.
It could lead to a future Soviet
miscalculation based upon its
perception of that resolve. It
would make Cuba the mer-.
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over the two-thirds needed to
override. v
- Neither Rhodes nor any
other Republican leader spoke
for the President. Rhodes sairl

in his office and the debais
ended before he could get
the floor. Rhodes said ¢
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speaker was not read on ih{;
floor because “I didn’{ know
about it.”
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