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(R

e
u
te

rs) —
 F

o
llo

w
in

g
, a

s 
m

a
d
e p

u
b
lic 

today 
b
y
 th

e
 

N
ig

eria
n
 G

o
vern

m
en

t, is th
e 

te
x
t o

f a
 le

tte
r 

on 
th

e A
n
-

g
o
la

n
 situ

a
tio

n
 fro

m
 P

resi-
d
en

t F
o
rd

 
to 

B
rig

. M
u
rta

la
 

M
u
h
a
m

m
e
d
, th

e
 N

ig
e
ria

n
 

ch
ief o

f 
state. 

Y
our excellency:.  

D
u
rin

g
 th

is critical p
erio

d
 

in
 A

frican and w
orld affairs, 

I b
eliev

e it w
o
u
ld

 b
e u

sefu
l 

to give you m
y view

s on the 
A

ngolan situation. 
S

in
ce y

o
u
r G

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
has recognized the M

.P
.L

.A
. 

regim
e as the governm

ent of 
A

ngola, I believe it is neces-
sary

 th
at th

ere b
e n

o
 m

is-
u
n
d
e
rsta

n
d
in

g
 a

b
o
u
t o

u
r 

position. 
In

 tu
rn

. I w
o
u
ld

 w
elco

m
e 

an
y
 id

eas an
d
 su

g
g
estio

n
s 

w
h
ich

, I am
 su

re, y
o
u
 w

ill 
o
ffer in

 th
e sp

irit o
f frien

d
-

sh
ip

 an
d
 co

o
p
eratio

n
 th

at I 
p
resen

t m
y
 th

o
u
g
h
ts to

 y
o
u
. 

T
h
e o

b
jectiv

e o
f U

n
ited

 
S

tates p
o
licy

 in
 A

n
g
o
la h

as 
b
een

 to
 co

u
n
ter effo

rts b
y
 

th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 to

 im
p
o
se 

o
n
e factio

n
 as th

e g
o
v
ern

-
m

ent of A
ngola. 

O
u
r v

iew
 

h
a
s 

b
een

 th
at 

only a governm
ent com

posed 
o
f all g

ro
u
p
s can

 claim
 to

 
represent that country. 

W
e have consequently re-

frained from
 recognizing any 

factio
n
 as th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t. 
W

e have several tim
es called 

fo
r an

 en
d
 to

 all fo
reig

n
 in

-
terv

en
tio

n
 an

d
 h

av
e rep

eat-
ed

ly
 stated

 o
u
r w

illin
g
n
ess 

to
 co

o
p
erate w

ith
 su

ch
 an

 
endeavor. 

A
s P

resid
en

t o
f a co

u
n
try

 
w

h
ich

 h
as g

lo
b
al resp

o
n
si-

b
ilities, I w

an
t y

o
u
 to

 k
n
o
w

 
how

 seriously w
e regard this 

S
o
v
iet in

terv
en

tio
n
 8

,0
0
0
 

m
iles fro

m
 its b

o
rd

ers, o
u
t-

sid
e its trad

itio
n
al area o

f 
security interest. T

he S
oviet 

actio
n
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e g
rav

e fu-
tu

re im
p
licatio

n
s elsew

h
ere 

in
 th

e w
o
rld

. 

I w
ish

 to
 assu

re y
o
u
 th

at 
w

e see the M
.P

.L
.A

. 
as o

n
e 

o
f th

e th
ree leg

itim
ate fac-

tio
n
s in

 A
n
g
o
la. W

e seek
 

n
eith

er th
e d

estru
ctio

n
 n

o
r 

the defeat of the M
.P

.L
.A

 
B

u
t w

e d
o
 b

eliev
e th

at it 
should not be allow

ed to as-
sum

e total pow
er by force of 

S
oviet and C

uban arm
s. 

W
e hope a governm

ent of 
n
atio

n
al u

n
ity

 w
ill em

erg
e, 

an
d
 w

e stan
d
 read

y
 to

 p
ro

-
vide reconstruction assistance 
w

hen that happens. 
O

n
 th

e
 S

o
u
th

 A
fric

a
n
 

question, I w
ish to state that 

the U
.S

. in no w
ay sought or 

en
co

u
rag

ed
 th

e S
o
u
th

 A
fri-

can
s to

 b
eco

m
e in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 
A

n
g
o
la, n

o
r w

ere w
e co

n
-

sulted. T
hey acted, no doubt, 

in
 d

efen
se o

f th
eir n

atio
n
al 

in
terest as th

ey
 see it. 

W
e d

id
 n

o
t in

itiate an
y
 

co
n
su

ltatio
n
 w

ith
 th

em
 an

d
 

have m
aintained our m

ilitary 
em

bargo on all arm
s to S

outh 
A

frica. 

W
e sh

are y
o
u
r co

n
cern

 
o
v
er th

eir p
resen

ce an
d
 d

e-
sire it to

 en
d
 ju

st as w
e d

o
 

that of the S
oviet U

nion and 
C

uba.. 
W

e w
ill-. do our utm

ost to 
bring about their w

ithdraw
al 

in the interest of w
ithdraw

al 
of all foreign forces. 

T
h
e
 u

p
c
o
m

in
g
 O

.A
.U

. 
su

m
m

it m
eetin

g
 o

n
 A

n
g
o
la 

can clearly be extrem
ely im

-
p
o
rtan

t • in
 p

ro
m

o
tin

g
 an

 
early end to the fighting and 
a p

eacefu
l settlem

en
t o

f th
e 

civil w
ar. 

It is o
u
r h

o
p
e
 th

a
t th

e
 

O
.A

.U
. w

ill in
sist u

p
o
n
 a 

p
ro

m
p
t en

d
 to

 all fo
reig

n
 

involvem
ent in

.  A
n
g
o
la, ar-

ran
g
e a stan

d
still cease-fire 

b
e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 fo

rc
e
s, a

n
d
 

b
rin

g
 a

b
o
u
t n

e
g
o
tia

tio
n
s 

am
o
n
g
 th

e A
n
g
o
lan

 g
ro

u
p
s. 

M
y
 G

o
v
ern

m
en

t w
o
u
ld

 
su

p
p
o
rt su

ch
 an

. in
itiativ

e 
an

d
 co

o
p
erate w

ith
 it, p

ro
-

v
id

ed
 o

th
er d

istan
t p

o
w

ers 
do so as w

ell. W
e w

ould al- 

so
, in

 th
at case, u

rg
e S

o
u
th

 
A

frica to
 en

d
 its in

v
o
lv

e-
m

ent. 
W

e cannot, how
ever, stand 

idly by if the S
oviet and C

u-
ban intervention persists. 

I w
ould be pleased to learn 

y
o
u
r reactio

n
 to

 th
e fo

reg
o
-

ing
, and ..I h

o
p
e w

e can
 co

n
-

tin
u
e to

 ex
ch

an
g
e v

iew
s o

n
 

th
is a

n
d
 o

th
e
r m

a
tte

rs o
f 

m
utual concern. 
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G
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LD

 R
. F

oal) 


