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___ Text of Ford Letter

“ sar

LAGOS, Nigeria, Jan. 7
(Reuters) — Following, as
made public today by the
Nigerian Government, is the
text of a letter on the An-
golan situation from Presi-
dent Ford to Brig. Murtala
Muhammed, the Nigerian
chief of state.

Your excellency:- .

During this critical period
in African and world affairs,
I believe it would be useful
to give you my views on the
Angolan situation.

Since your Government
has recognized the M.P.L.A.
regime as the government of
Angola, I believe it is neces-
that- there be no mis-
understanding  about our
position.

In turn. I would welcome
any ideas and suggestions
which, I am sure, you will
offer in the spirit of friend-
ship and cooperation that I
present my thoughts to you.

The objective of United
States policy in Angola has
been to counter efforts by
the Soviet Union to impose
one faction as the govern-
ment of Angola,

Our view has been that
only a government composed
of all groups can claim to
represent that country,

We have consequently re-

frained from recognizing any

faction as the government.
We have several times called
for an end to all foreign in-
tervention and have repeat-
edly stated our willingness
to. cooperate with such an
endeavor.

As President of a2 country
which has global responsi-
bilities, I want you to know
how seriously we regard this
Soviet intetvention 8,000
miles from its borders, out-
side its traditional area of
security interest. The Soviet
action could have grave fu-
ture implications clsewhere

to Nigeria’s Leader on U.S. Attitude on Angola

I wish to assure you that
we see the M.P.L.A. as one
of the three legit'mate fac-
tions in Angola. Wa seck

" neither the destruction nor

the defeat of the M.P.L.A:

But we do believe that it
should not be allowed to as-
sume total power by force of
Soviet and Cuban arms.

We hope a government of
national unity will emerge,
and we stand ready to pro-
vide reconstruction assistance
when that happens.

On the South African
question, I wish to state that
the U.S. in no way sought or
encouraged the South Afri-
cans to become involved in
Angola, nor were we con-
sulted. They acted, no doubt,
in defense of their national
interest as they see it.

We did not initiate any
consultation with them and
have maintained our military
embargo on all arms to South
Africa. . .

We share your concern
over their presence and de-
sire it to end just as we do
that of the Soviet Union and
OFUN

We will.do our utmost to
bring about their withdrawal
in the interest of withdrawal
of all foreign forces.

The upcoming 0.A.U.
summit meeting on Angola
can clearly be extremely im-
portant ‘in promoting an
early end to the fighting and
a_ peaceful settlement of the
civil war,

It is our hope that the
O0.AU. will insist upon a
prompt end to all foreign
involvement in- Angola, ar-

range a standstil] cease-fire

between the forces, and
bring about negotiations
among the Angolan groups.

My Government would
support such an initiative
and cooperate with it, pro-
vided other distant powers
do so as well. We would al-

o, in that case, urge South 2
Africa to end its involve- -
ment. .

- -We cannot, however, stand
idly by if the Soviet and Cu-
ban intervention persists.

... Iwould be pleased to learn

your reaction to the forego-
ing and I hope we can con-
tinue to exchange views on

-, this and other matters of.

mutual concern. )
. Sincerely,
. "GERALD R. Forp

in the 52.5.. .




