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n
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n
g

o
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a
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S
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orto, A

ngola 

T
h
ree d

isillu
sio

n
ed

 C
u
b
an

 
prisoners of w

ar captured by anti-
C

o
n
m

m
u
n
ist fo

rces said
 y

ester-
d
ay

 th
ey

 cam
e to

 A
n
g
o
la o

u
t o

f 
duty but had no idea w

hat its civil 
w

ar w
as about. 

T
h
e
y
 sa

id
 th

e
y
 c

a
m

e
 to

 
A

ngola by ship and airplane w
ith 

nearly 500 other C
ubans in their 

contingents to help this country's 
M

arx
ist P

o
p
u
lar M

o
v
em

en
t, fo

r 
the L

iberation of A
ngola (M

P
L

A
). 

In
terv

iew
ed

 b
y
 fo

reig
n
 re-

p
o
rte

rs o
u
tsid

e
 th

e
ir ja

il, th
e
 

C
u
b
an

s id
en

tified
 th

em
selv

es as 
P

rivate D
uC

entes R
odriguez G

ar-
c
ia

, 1
8
, o

f M
a
ta

n
z
a
s, C

u
b
a
; 

L
ieutenant S

elso C
aldes, 22, of L

a 
S

ierrita, n
o
t far fro

m
 th

e B
ay

 o
f 

P
ig

s, an
d
 P

riv
ate Jo

se D
u
ro

d
a, 

21, of G
uantanam

o, near the .U
.S

. 
naval installation on the C

aribbe-
an island. 

T
h
e C

u
b
an

s said
 th

ey
 h

ad
 

b
een

 treated
 h

arsh
ly

 —
 b

eaten
, 

clubbed and tied to trees —
 for a 

few
 d

ay
s after th

eir cap
tu

re b
y
 

troops of the U
nion for the T

otal 
Independence of A

ngola (U
N

IT
A

), 
but now

 w
ere being treated w

ell. 

C
ald

es still b
ears in

sid
e h

is 
rig

h
t an

d
 left elb

o
w

s th
e b

u
rn

 
scars o

f th
e ro

p
es w

ith
 w

h
ich

 h
e 

w
as tied w

hen w
ounded and taken 

p
riso

n
er in

 L
o
b
ito

 p
o
rt, sh

o
rtly

 
after h

is arriv
al last O

cto
b
er o

n
 

the C
uban ship H

eroic V
ietnam

. 
H

e said
 4

0
0
 o

th
er C

u
b
an

s h
ad

 
been on the ship w

ith him
. 

G
arcia w

as flow
n from

 C
uba 

to A
ngola last A

ugust w
ith som

e 
30 other C

ubans. H
e w

as captured 
by U

N
IT

A
 soldiers near L

obito in 
S

eptem
ber w

hen he strayed from
 

h
is v

eh
icle w

h
ile fo

rag
in

g
 fo

r 
food. D

uroda, w
ho cam

e to A
ngola 

o
n
 a sh

ip
 n

am
ed

 C
o
ral w

ith
 5

0
 

other C
ubans last N

ovem
ber, w

as 
captured shortly afterw

ard in the 
p
o
rt o

f B
en

g
u
ela w

h
ile h

e w
as 

repairing a car. H
e had landed at 

P
ort A

m
boin, south of L

uanda. 

C
aldes, a $180-a-m

onth infan-
try officer, said he volunteered to 
com

e to A
ngola w

hen C
om

m
unist 

P
arty officials asked him

 "to fight 
m

ercenaries." 

"W
e C

u
b
an

s alw
ay

s w
an

t to
  

help people w
ho w

ant our help," 
h
e said

. B
u
t h

e said
 h

e saw
 n

o
 

m
ercen

aries o
r o

th
er w

h
ites in

 
A

ngola. 

"In this case w
e C

ubans w
ere 

w
ro

n
g
, an

d
 th

e C
u
b
an

 p
eo

p
le 

w
ould be disgusted" if they knew

 
th

ey
 w

ere in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 a p
u
rely

 
c
iv

il w
a
r b

e
tw

e
e
n
 A

n
g
o
la

's 
b
lack

s, th
e N

eg
ro

 o
fficer said

. 
"W

e w
ere definitely w

rong to get 
involved, as far as I can see." 

G
a
rc

ia
, a

 c
a
u
c
a
sia

n
, w

a
s 

ordered to A
ngola. H

e said he w
as 

told he w
as com

ing here to "help 
th

e M
arx

ist P
o
p
u
lar M

o
v
em

en
t 

for the L
iberation of A

ngola —
 w

e 
w

eren
't to

ld
 ag

ain
st w

h
o
m

." H
e 

said he did not know
 w

hen leaving 
C

uba w
hat the M

P
L

A
 w

as, but on  

a
rriv

in
g
 w

a
s to

ld
 "it w

a
s a

 
m

ovem
ent." 

"I really don't know
 w

hat the 
fig

h
tin

g
 h

ere is ab
o
u
t," G

arcia 
said. D

u
ro

d
a, a m

u
latto

 w
ith

 an
 

afro
 h

aircu
t an

d
' m

u
stach

e, said
 

he w
as ordered to this country "to 

help in the L
iberation of A

ngola." 
A

 m
em

ber of C
uba's C

om
m

unist 
Y

o
u
th

 O
rg

an
izatio

n
, h

e said
 h

e 
w

o
u
ld

 lik
e h

is w
ife an

d
 b

ab
y
 

daughter and the C
uban public to 

k
n
o
w

, "S
o
 far I am

 treated
 w

ell 
and I don't know

 w
hat's going on 

and m
y people should keep their 

hands out of A
ngola". 

Los A
ngeles Tim

es 
*
 
*
 

M
ore A

ngola new
s 

• 
on P

age 14 


