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E
ither W

ay It C
om

es 0 
Q

ua 
m

ire 
G

erald F
ord and O

ther backers of 
A

m
erican - intervention . in A

ngola, in-
sist that the situation there should be 
judged on its ow

n m
erits, and not by 

reference to -w
hat happened in V

iet-
n
am

. E
ith

er w
ay

 it co
m

es o
u
t q

u
ag

-
m

ire. 
T

h
ere is, fo

r ex
am

p
le, M

r. F
o
rd

's 
tu

rn
 to

 d
ip

lo
m

acy
 after th

e S
en

ate 
fru

strated
 h

is req
u
est fo

r fu
n
d
s fo

r 
m

ilitary assistance to one of the con-
tending factions in A

ngola. A
m

erican 
officials have been traveling A

frica to 
urge, and M

r. F
ord him

self has called 
for, "an im

m
ediate cease-fire, an end 

to all outside intervention and a gov-
ernm

ent of national unity, perm
itting 

the solution of the A
ngolan problem

 
by the A

ngolans them
selves." 

T
h
is so

u
n
d
s fin

e, an
d
 is m

u
ch

 
p
referab

le to
 sh

ip
p
in

g
 o

v
er m

o
re 

A
m

erican arm
s and m

ercenaries, m
ay-

be eventually' a few
 A

m
erican m

ilitary 
"advisers," and w

ho know
s w

hat after 
that. B

ut the basic proposal—
"a gov-

ernm
ent of national unity" form

ed by 
th

e co
n
ten

d
in

g
 factio

n
s -- p

ro
b
ab

ly
 

w
o
n
't w

o
rk

, an
d
 fo

r m
u
ch

 th
e sam

e 
reasons that the U

nited S
tates could 

never get the N
orth V

ietnam
ese and  

th
e V

ietco
n
g
 to

 p
articip

ate in
 "free 

elections" w
ith the S

outh V
ietnam

ese. 
In the first place, the P

opular M
ove-

m
en

t fo
r th

e L
ib

eratio
n
 o

f A
n
g
o
la, 

w
h
ich

 h
as receiv

ed
 su

b
stan

tial as-
sistan

ce fro
m

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 an

d
 

a troop contingent from
 C

uba, is m
ore 

effectiv
e th

an
 eith

er o
f th

e tw
o
 fac-

tio
n
s th

at h
av

e fo
rm

ed
 an

 u
n
easy

 
coalition backed by the U

nited S
tates. 

T
he P

opular M
ovem

ent's arm
ed forces 

are better equipped, trained and m
oti-

vated and its leadership is better. S
o 

far as can be ascertained, it has m
ore 

popular support am
ong A

ngolans—
not 

least because it holds out hope of m
ore 

efficien
t g

o
v
ern

m
en

t—
an

d
 it is n

et 
distracted by the tribal and personal 
anim

osities that ham
per the effective-

n
ess o

f th
e co

alitio
n
 fo

rces. It is re-
ported of the latter, m

oreover, just as 
w

as tru
e o

f th
e S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese 

arm
y, that they are callous and con-

tem
ptuous of the rights and property 

of the civilians for w
hose support they 

are supposedly contending. 
W

hy should the P
opular M

ovem
ent, 

therefore, give up its advantage and 
form

 a national-unity governm
ent w

ith 
its riv

als—
ev

en
 if th

ere w
ere m

o
re 

IN
. T

H
E

 N
A

T
IO

N
 

B
y T

om
 W

ick
er 

political unity am
ong all three factions 

than there evidently is? W
hy should 

th
e P

o
p
u
lar M

o
v
em

en
t b

eliev
e th

at 
th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates, h

av
in

g
 so

u
g
h
t to

 
arm

 its opponents—
and having already 

p
ro

v
id

ed
 th

em
 ab

o
u
t $

3
0
 m

illio
n
 in

 
arm

s—
is seek

in
g
 an

y
th

in
g
 n

o
w

 b
u
t 

another w
ay to prevent their defeat? 

W
hy should the m

ovem
ent believe in 

th
e in

teg
rity

 o
f "a g

o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f 

n
a
tio

n
a
l u

n
ity

" p
ro

p
o
se

d
 b

y
 th

e
 

b
ack

ers o
f its o

p
p
o
n
en

ts, an
y
 m

o
re 

th
an

 th
e V

ietco
n
g
 an

d
 th

e N
o
rth

 
V

ietnam
ese believed . in the integrity 

of the "free elections" so often touted 
by the U

nited S
tates? 

T
he P

opular M
ovem

ent, m
oreover, 

has already received diplom
atic recog-

nition as the legitim
ate G

overnm
ent 

o
f A

n
g
o
la fro

m
 m

o
re th

an
 fo

rty
 

n
atio

n
s, in

clu
d
in

g
 th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 

an
d
 m

an
y
 A

frican
 states. It is n

o
t at 

all clear that these governm
ents w

ould 
ex

ten
d
 th

e sam
e reco

g
n
itio

n
 to

 a 
coalition governm

ent including fac- 

tions not now
 recognized by anyone. 

In
 an

y
 case, th

e P
o
p
u
lar M

o
v
em

en
t 

could hardly be expected to give up 
such a head start 'tow

ard sole pow
er. 

T
he m

ajor reason for the m
ovem

ent's 
w

id
esp

read
 in

tern
atio

n
al su

p
p
o
rt' is 

not, how
ever, its dom

estic authority. 
It is ra

th
e
r th

a
t th

e
 o

th
e
r sid

e
 is 

backed by the racist regim
e in S

outh 
A

frica, w
hich has unw

isely sent troops 
to aid the sam

e coalition the U
nited 

S
tates h

as' su
p
p
o
rted

. H
av

in
g
 th

e 
im

m
en

se p
o
litical ad

v
an

tag
e o

f n
o
t 

being backed by S
outh A

frica is reason 
enough for the P

opular M
ovem

ent not 
to enter a coalition w

ith the factions 
th

at d
o
 h

av
e su

ch
 b

ack
in

g
. 

F
inally, as m

ade clear in a striking 
rep

o
rt b

y
 M

ich
ael K

au
fm

an
 o

f T
h
e 

N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es, the U

nited S
tates 

h
as v

irtu
ally

 n
o
 m

o
ral stan

d
in

g
 in

 
A

frica to
 act as a p

eacem
ak

er in
 

A
ngola because of the stubborn A

m
eri-

can support of the S
alazar-C

aetano're-
gim

es in P
ortgual. W

hen these regim
es 

w
ere fighting a lengthy colonial w

ar 
to

 retain
 p

o
ssessio

n
 o

f A
n
g
o
la an

d
 

o
th

er A
frican

 territo
ries, th

e S
o
v
iet 

U
nion supported the P

opular M
ove-

m
ent's liberation struggle—

w
hile the 

U
n
ited

 S
tates, w

ith
 an

 ey
e to

 its air 
base in the P

ortuguese A
zores, backed 

the w
hite colonists. 

In
 th

ese circu
m

stan
ces, th

e o
n
ly

 
sensible .A

m
erican policy is to use the 

channels of détente—
and the im

plicit 
th

reat o
f clo

sin
g
 th

em
—

to
 g

et th
e 

S
oviet U

nion to live up to its stated 
policy of ending all foreign interfer-
en

ce in
 A

n
g
o
la, w

h
ile W

ash
in

g
to

n
 

w
o
rk

s—
as it is d

o
in

g
—

to
 g

et th
e 

h
ated

 S
o
u
th

 A
frican

s o
u
t to

o
. T

h
at 

could clear the w
ay to. "the solution 

of the A
ngolan problem

 by the -A
n-

golans them
selves." A

nd if that should 
result, as is probable, in the P

opular 
M

o
v
em

en
t co

m
in

g
 to

 p
o
w

er, th
e 

U
nited S

tates w
ould be in better po-

sitio
n
 to

 o
ffer its frien

d
sh

ip
 an

d
 

assistance, thus to som
e, extent coun-

tering S
oviet influence in L

uanda. 
B

ut instead, W
hite H

ouse circum
-

locutions and M
r. F

ord's rem
arks in 

his interview
 w

ith the N
ational B

road-
castin

g
 C

o
m

p
an

y
 su

g
g
est th

at th
e 

U
nited S

tates probably is financing the 
'training of, m

ercenary forces to fight 
the Popular M

ovem
ent. If so, W

ashing-
ton has learned nothing, either from

 
V

ietnam
 or the last 15 years in A

frica. 


