
JOHANNESBURG, SoutliTAf-- 
rica, Jan. 5 (Reuters)—A 
gain in the Angolan civil was 
was claimed today by the na-
tionalist movement that is sup-
porfed by the Soviet Union. 

The Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola said 
in a broadcast from its capital, 
Luanda, that its forces had cap-
tured the northern headquar-
ters of the rival National, Front 
for the Liberation of Angola. 
The town, Uige, formerly known 
as Carmova, was said to have 
fallen after Popular Front forces 
closed in on three sides over 
the weekend, pushing the rival 
troops back. 

A Popular Front offensive 
had been predicted by intelli-
gence reports here. These said 
that the Luanda-based group 
wanted to gain as much terri-
torial advantage as it could be-
fore the Organization of Afri-
can Unity meets in the Ethio-
pian capital, Addis Abada, next 
weekend to seek a way to end 
the Angolan fighting. 

The loss of Uige, which is 
about 150 miles northeast of 
Luanda, would be a major blow 
to the National Front and its 
leader, Holden Roberto. The 
front's forces are already re-
ported to be demoralized by 
constant barrages of Soviet-
made missiles. 
South African Pullout Rumored. 

As reports of a Popular Front 
offensive circulated over the 
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weekend, there was groiviiig 
specs lationlgre that in the ab; 
g-e.ribe of any military commit-
ment by othe rWestern powers, 
South Africa might be about to 
announce its withdrawal from 
the fighting. 

According to unofficial esti-
mates, South Africa has 1,000'' 
to 6,000-troopsin AntEal.a.: 	- 

Ini additioricite' theedigteti=31, 	"The New York Times/Jan. 6, 1975 tion, heavy %gifting sitasioeflocif!" Popular Movement said it ed today in eastern Angola 
around the town of Luso, which took Uige. Fighting was  
was recently captured by 	reported at Luso.  
troops of the National Front' 	  
and its civil war ally, the Na-
tional Union for the Total In-
dependence of Angola. Togeth-
er, these groups have pro-
claimed a rival government at 
Huambo in the center of the 
country. 

The Luanda broadcast said 
Luso had been "invaded by a 
South African armored col-
umn." It added: "In the central 
southern front, where the main 
body of regular South African 
forces is concentrated, the sit- 
uation remains stationary." 	ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast, Jan. 

Expanding on its report that 5 (Reuters)—President Sekou 
Uige had fallen, the Popular Toure of Guinea said today that 
Front said its forces had de- his country would quit the Or-i 
stroyed "two American air- ganization of African Unity-1 
craft" on the runway of the and encourage other members 
town's airport and "recovered" to 'follow—if it did not recog-
hundreds of tons of war mate- nize the Popular Movement for 
rial,  including armored cars the Liberation of Angola as the 
and traensport vehicles. 	sole government in the newly 

An earlier communique said independent country. 

that the Popular Front, in its 
weekend offensive, had cap-
tured the air base at Megage, 
some 165 miles northeast of 
Luanda, cutting off an airlift 
of arms and other equipment 
to the National Front. 

The communique also said 
that the towns of General Fre-
ire, Vista Alegre and Nambuan-
gongo had ben captured. 
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Reports Seizing a Rival Capital  

1Soviet-Backed 


