SOVIET TOEXPLAIN

Ask if Soviet Seeks End

PRAVDA ARTICLE ‘CITED’ l

in Newspaper for Ha’l‘t to
‘Armed Intervention®

NYTimes— — . |

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTO‘N, Jan. 4—The -
United States plans to ask the -
‘Soviet Union whether an. ame

|bigauously worded article jay *
‘Pravda was meant to indicate -|'

that’ Moscow was now ready -

foreign interference in Angolan
|official said today. : &
The official said that the
editorial yesterday in Pravda,

newspaper, which included a

the ‘White House and the State
Department. |

American appeal for everyone

to suggest that the Russians,

were. not the ones
“intervention.”

Differing Reactions
Because of this ambiguity,

White House chief of staff,
Richard B. Cheney, said today

couraged.” )
involved in the Angolan diplo-
macy, including the senior
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White House Puzzled by Call ,

ny_: ‘
By BERNARD GWERTZMAN .! ;
1" campaign s

to work toward ending ai

jaffairs, a senior Administration

the Soviet Communist Party -
call for the termination of .
“foreign armed intervention in ! .
Angola,” was still puzzling to -

" Although that particular seg- '

ment of the article echoed an | ; 5
- C o - i.- soldiers into

—including Russians, Cubans . |
and South Africans—to leave il
Angola to the Angolans, in .
over-all context Pravda seemed

and by extension, the Cubans, -
guilty of*,

some officials, such as the -

that they were somewhat “en-

Administration official, were i -

N
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Leonid 1. Brezhnev, the Com-|.

munist Party leader, aimed at

achieving a breakthrough in the -
negotiations on limitation of|{

strategic arms.

" But Mr. Kissinger, before
going on vacatica, said that a
final decision cn his Moscow
_frip would be made in part on
svhether the Russians had heed-
ed the Ford Administration’s
strong concern about the major
military support they are pro-
viding for one of the three
niationalist factions in Angola,
the. Papular Movement for tie
Liberation of Angola. That fac-
ticn, which controis Luanda,
the capital, was recognized
by Mo

ment after Ango.a gained in-

" depen“dence from Portugal on

Nov. 11.

The Organization of African|

Unity will meet later this week
to discuss the Angolan ques-
tion and a vigorous diplomatic
taking place
among African states, and by
the United States and the
Soviet Union, to influence the
outcome of the session.

William E. Schaufele Jr., the|
Assistant Secretary of State|!
,- for African Affairs, has just

completed a trip to five Afri-

can countries that® are in ac-|:

cord with the American posi-
tion of seeking a broadened
government of national unity
in Angola and the withdrawal
of foreign military forces.

The United States has given|:

the two factions that are op-

- 'posed to the Popular Move-

ment more than $30 million in
covert aid. The Ford Admin-

.. istration has ‘contended that

‘the aid was given to counter

_« the Soviet military support of |
about $100 million, the pres- 1
ence of 200 Soviet advisers|

.-and the sending of 7,500 Cuban

ngola to take||

-~ part in the fighting.
! President Ford said yester-

day in an interview that the

- United States had undertaken|!

a major diplomatic effort “with
all powers, including the Soviet
Union,” to produce an Angolan
solution. As part of his effort,

the senior official said, Mr. |
Ford has sent letters to various|' -

leaders, including President

-Idi Amin of Uganda, the cur-| !
rent chairman of the Organiza-| .

tion of African Unity.
‘Some Positive Signals’

. The Americans have.also dis-
cussed the issue with European

& ‘countries that have influepcel,
. in Africa, and with some third-

world countries. The United
States has received. “so:me pos-
itive signals,” the senior offi-

R

ow and about 40 other|!
countries as the legal govern-|.

A

g sistgnt with Soviet help to lib-
- €ration

movemerits, that the
Luanda government, recognized

- by 40 countries, had asked for
" Soviet aid and that it has been

sent. ;
, The editorial sald that the
Russians did not want any

. bases or special rights in An-
{ ‘a8, and asserted that the
a

ilure of the three factions

" there to achieve unity before

the country’s independence had
not ben Moscow’s fault.

It charged that the conflict
in Angola was the result of
“gross  unceremonious inter-
ference in the affairs of the
Angola people by the impreial-
ist forces, the racist South
African regime and their mer-
cenaries,” and went on: “the
maoists are also at one with
them.”

Lter in the editorial, Pravda
said: “The Soviet Union comes
out firmly for the termination
of foreign aremd, intervention
in Angola. The Angolan people
should be given the right to de-
cide themselves the questions
o fbuilding a new life in con.
ditions of peace and freedom.”

That paragraph, which echoed
the American position, could,
if taken in isolation, represent
a major policy decision by the
Russians. That was why it was
studied at the White House and
State Department with more
than usual interest.

Mr. Cheney said on the CBS.
TV “Face the Nation” program
that “I think we’re encouraged”
by the Pravda editorial. He saw
in the article “at least a pre-
liminary indication” that Mos-
cow ‘“now endorses a least the
principle that all foreigners
should celar out of Angola.”

But he added: “Whether or
not that is a solid indication
that will lead to results, that
they will no longer be actively
involved in Angola—nor will
the Cubans——only time will tell.”
- The Soviet editorial seemed
aimed %at the 0.A.U. meeting,
which will be held in Addis
-Ababa. Ethiopia. It seemed to
be calling on the African organi-
zation to recognize the Popular
‘Movement as the government|
in Angola, and the cal] for an

. end of “foreign armed inter-

vention,” in context, seemed to
suggest that in Moscow’s view
Soviet aid could continue, along
=ith that given by Cuba.
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extremely cautious and saidl  cial said, but he acknowledged]- “Th
that it was necessary firstfo'~  that the number of states rec-|{ ! 1]

. e gnizing iet-backed fac- :
explore the matter with the ., %%’;_]Zﬁ%;gi ngle::;heacM?P:L?A‘. Re

Russians, diplomatically. T
Secretary of Staie Henry ‘A,

“# from the initials of its name in W

;Portuguese, as the legitimate

‘Kissinger was scheduled to re-

jturn to Washington tonight '
jafter a 10-day vacation n
|Jamaica, and the senior official -;

isaid he expected Mr, Kissinger
to meet this week ‘with the
Soviet Ambassader, Anatoly ¥,
Dobrynin, to discuss Angola
and other issues.
! The Soviet aititude towar
Angola has become a crucial
point of contention betweexg"
Moscow and Washington. Segs’

7

zevernment  of  Angola, was
rising,. )
So far, no country has rec-
ognized either of the other fac-
tions. .
" Recognition of the Luanda-
based group By some countries
is attributed, at least in part,
to the fact that it is opposed

y South Africa, which has|

introduced some forces in
southern Angola. Africans, in
particular, seem more con-
cerned about the South African

“ *involyement than about *the

retary Kissinger is expected. to \ presence of Cubans in Angola.

travel to. the Soviet capital, @i
jareund Jan. 19 for talks with
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The Pravda editorial reflected
‘the policy position that the
Soviet Union has taken -for
some time: namely, that the
- Soviet military aid was con-




