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.CIA.Said to Train
A Unit for Angola;|

U.S. Issues Denials

BOSTON, Jan. 1 (AP)—The
Christian- Sciénce Monitor re-
ports that about 150 Ameri-
cans_took refresher military
training' at Fort Benning, Ga.,
sponsored by the Central Intel-
ligence Agency last week to
prepare to join 300 other Amer-}|
icans the paper said were fight-
ing‘in Angola. 2 Jant _

In a dispatch from New York
in The Monitor’s Friday/edition,
a staff correspondent, David|
Anable, said that the Fort Ben-
ning group was part of a larger
group of 300 who were “ready
to go as soon as the C.LA.
can obtain further funds.” :

The report attributed the in-
formation to ‘“‘contacts with
senior mercenary officers famil-
jar with the situation both
in Angola and  the United
States.” Those sources were
described. as ‘“‘close to the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency.”

The 300 men in the *ready
to go” group.reportedly include
15 South Vietnamese, The Mon-
itor says. The American mem-
bers were said to be on indefi-
nite leave from Army 'Special
Forces units -in this country
or in the Panama Canal Zone
or to be.recently discharged

Denials in Washington

WASHINGTON, Jan.'1 (AP)—
“The Christian Science Monitor
dispatch was denied today by
spokesmen for President Ford
and the Central Intelligence
Agency. .

The White House . deputy
press secretary, John Carlson,
said: “The story is without
foundation.” o
A CIA. spokesman said:
“The total story is nonsense.”
Spokesmen for the State and
Defense Departments said they
had nothing on it. -




