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K
issin

ger V
ow

s U
.S

. E
ffort 

A
gain

st S
oviet A

n
golaR

ole 
B

y M
urrey M

arder 
W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st S

ta
ff W

[ite
r 

S
ecretary of S

tate H
enry A

. K
issinger said 

y
e
ste

rd
a
y
 th

e
 F

o
rd

 a
d
m

in
istra

tio
n
 is 

determ
ined,  "to m

ake a m
ajor effort," w

ith 
restricted resources, to prevent the S

oviet-
supported faction from

 dom
inating A

ngola. 
H

e p
o
rtray

ed
 U

.S
. g

lo
b
al strateg

y
 as in

 
danger of com

ing apart because of dom
estic 

opposition to new
 funds for A

ngola's anti-
C

om
m

unist forces. 
S

enate b
lo

ck
ag

e last w
eek

 o
f fu

rth
er U

.S
. 

arm
s aid

 in
 A

n
g
o
la, K

issin
g
er told a press 

co
n

feren
ce, is "u

n
d

erm
in

in
g

 an
y
 h

o
p

e. o
f 

political and international order," for w
hat 

am
ounts in global term

s to "trivial su
m

s." 
"W

e are talk
in

g
 ab

o
u

t ten
s o

f m
illio

n
s o

f 
d

o
llars," K

issin
g

er said
 in

 ex
asp

eratio
n

, n
o

t 
billions o

f d
o
llars o

r, "a m
ajo

r A
m

erican
 

involvem
ent." 

" . . . T
he issue is not w

hether the country 
o

f A
n

g
o

la rep
resen

ts a v
ital in

terest to
 th

e 
U

nited S
tates," said K

issinger. "T
he issue is 

w
hether the S

oviet U
nion, backed by a C

uban 
expeditionary force, can im

pose on tw
o-thirds 

of the population (of A
ngola) its ow

n brand of 
governm

ent." 
K

issinger w
as repeating, in public, ,alm

ost 
all th

e arg
u

m
en

ts h
e u

sed
 last w

eek
 in

 h
is 

extensive efforts to persuade senators. A
ll his 

appeals,. en
treaties, w

arn
in

g
s, d

ire fo
recasts, 

failed
 to

 p
ersu

ad
e .5

4
 sen

ato
rs. T

h
ey

 o
v
er-, 

w
helm

ed',22 w
ho voted on the side of the ad 

m
in

istratio
n
 fo

r fu
rth

er fu
n
d
s fo

r co
v
ert 

m
ilitary aid in A

ngola. 

T
he vote blocked $28 m

illion in new
 funds, 

w
hich w

ould have been added to $27 m
illion 

already spent and to- $8,2 -m
illion already 

earm
arked for use in A

ngola. 
D

esp
ite th

is reb
u

ff, K
issin

g
er said

 w
e are 

g
o
in

g
 to

 m
a
k
e
 a

 m
a
jo

r 
e
ffo

rt, b
o
th

 
diplom

atically and on the ground, to m
ake do 

w
ith

 w
h

at w
e h

av
e, to

 g
en

erate as m
u

ch
 

support from
 other countries as w

e can." 
K

issinger said, "w
e have had very positive 

resp
o

n
ses from

 m
any A

frican countries over 
th

e'last few
 days" on continuing the battle in 

A
ngolh against the S

oviet-backed P
opular 

M
o
v
em

en
t fo

r th
e L

ib
eratio

n
 o

f A
n
g
o
la 

( M
PLA

 ). 
"W

e are not opposed to the M
PL

A
 as such," 

K
issin

g
er said

. "W
e m

ak
e a d

istin
ctio

n
 

betw
een the factions in A

ngola and the out-
side intervention." 

H
e added, "W

e have no national objectives 
in

 estab
lish

in
g
 a p

ro
-A

m
erican

 o
r p

ro
-

W
estern governm

ent in A
ngola. W

e w
ant an 

A
frican

 g
o

v
ern

m
en

t th
at is n

o
t im

p
o

sed
 b

y
 

anybody from
 the outside." 

K
issin

g
er w

as ask
ed

 w
h
eth

er 
"th

e con-
fro

n
tatio

n
 b

etw
een

 C
o
n
g
ress an

d
 

the 
ad-

m
inistration in A

ngola (is) crucial enough for 
you to resign over?" 

"I:(K
nott w

ant to give them
 an incentive for 

m
brpcorffrorttation," he replied. 
K

issifig
et created

 an
 in

tern
atio

n
al sen

 
satibn t8 m

onths ago w
ith a threat to resign 

See K
ISSIN

G
E

R
, A

8, C
ol. 

B
y. C

h
a

rle
s D

e
l V

e
cch

io
—

T
h

e
 W

a
sh

in
g

to
n

 P
o

st 

H
enry A

. K
issinger: "w

e are going to m
ak

e a m
ajo

r effo
rt. . ." 



KISSINGER, From Al 
unless the Senate acted to clear his name .of 
charges that he initiated wiretaps of 
associates. The Senate responded swiftly. 
Kissinger's smiling dismissal yesterday of 
the recurring inquiry about the possibility of 
his resignation exemplifies how his relations 
with Congress have changed. 

Kissinger yesterday could only appeal to 
the Senate to reconsider, and repeat to the 
Soviet Union that relations with the United 
States will "become more tense" if the 
Russians continue to send military equipment 
to Angola. 

"The danger to detente that we face now," 
he said, "is that our domestic disputes are 
depriving us of both the ability to provide 
incentives for moderation . . . as well as of 
the ability to resist military moves by the 
Soviet Union, as in Angola." 

Kissinger responded guardedly, however, 
when asked if the United States will retaliate 
in the negotiating track with the Soviet Union 
against attempts by the Kremlin, as he put it, 
"to expand its sphere by military means." 

The secretary said he still plans to go to the 
Soviet Union "in the second half of January," 
primarily to try to overcome the deadlock in 
the nuclear strategic arms limitation talks, 
"but we will have to see what the situation is 
in January." 

Kissinger said: 
" . . There is no question that our overall 

relationship will suffer if we do not find an 
adequate solution to the • Angolan problem. 
Where it will suffer and in what ways, I am 
not prepared to say . . ." 

"I said we will have to look at the situation 
closer to the time of the trip'before we can  

answer the question whether it is in jeopardy 
or not. The question of arms limitations is a 
matter that is in our mutual interest and that 
should not be lightly discarded." 

Throughout his press conference, Kissinger 
was asked how he will overcome the great 
division between his portrayal of the U.S. 
stake in checking Soviet expansion in Angola 
with covert American aid, and overwhelming 
Senate opposition to that entanglement. 

"We did it in a clandestine way because we 
did not want to have a public confrontation if 
we could avoid it," Kissinger said. "We were 
expecting to bring this matter to a negotiated 
solution, without a huge controversy, in a 
reasonably brief period of time." 

Kissinger again insisted that comparing 
Angola with Vietnam is totally unjustified. 
"The debate has been misrepresented," he 
said, "in which American assistance to in-
digenous forces becomes an American 
commitment to fight a war. That is not the 
case." 

Asked how he expected to make his 
argument convincing, Kissinger solemnly 
said that if Soviet expansion is unchecked, 
"when the dangers become serious enough, 
they will unify the American people and the 
Congress and the executive." 

On another subject, Kissinger tartly 
brushed aside a report that U.S. aid to Israel 
would enable that country to achieve a budget 
surplus. 

"The reports that I am familiar with and 
the studies that I have seen," he said, "in-
dicate that even at the level of $2.3 billion that 
we have requested, Israel will have to engage 
in an austerity program in order to make ends 
meet . . . We have never heard of a figure 
that enables Israel to achieve a surplus." 


