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T
he 

A
ngola 

Issue 
S
h
o
u
ld

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
ta

tes 
intervene to vo

ro
n
t a 

C
o
m

m
u
n
ist ta

keo
ver in

 
A

n
g
o
la

?
 A

m
b
a
ssa

d
o
r 

M
o
yn

ih
a
n
 a

n
d
 D

r. 
K

issinger, in rem
arks m

ade 
la

st w
eek, a

rg
u
e th

e n
eed

 
fo

r U
.S

. in
flu

en
ce, w

h
ile 

S
en

. D
ick C

la
rk (D

-Io
w

a
), 

in
 a

n
 in

vited
 resp

o
n
se, 

presents an opposing view
. 

"D
r. K

issinger, I presum
e." 

/
/
/
 

B
y W

right for the M
iam

i N
ew

s 



M
O

Y
N

IH
A

N
: "T

he C
om

m
unists 	

K
ISSIN

G
E

R
: 

"
T

h
e
 U

.S
. tty

 to
 

w
ould considerably control the oil shipping 

lanes from
 the P

ersitrt G
ulf to E

urope." 
prevent one party from

 achieving dom
inance 

by m
assive introduction of outside equipm

ent." 
T

h
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 h

as, w
ith

 its p
ro

x
y
 

arm
ies .of C

uba, invaded the S
outhw

est 
re

g
io

n
 o

f A
fric

a
, ju

st a
s th

e
y
 a

re
 

beginning to set up their facilities on the 
northeast coast, in S

O
m

alia. T
hey have 

C
u
b
an

 tro
o
p
s u

p
 an

d
 d

o
w

n
 th

e w
est 

c
o
a
st. a

n
d
 th

e
y
 h

a
v
e
 a

n
 a

rm
y
 w

ith
 

h
e
a
v
y
 e

q
u
ip

m
e
n
t, w

ith
 a

d
v
a
n
c
e
d
 

tech
n
o
lo

g
y
. in

 A
n
g
o
la. W

h
at are th

ey
 

d
o
in

g
 th

ere? 
(Q

u
estio

n
: D

o
es th

e d
escrip

tio
n
 o

f 
the U

nited S
tates as aligning itself w

ith 
south A

frica give you pause?) 
Y

es. T
h
e jo

u
rn

alists w
h
o
 w

ro
te th

at 
w

e are alig
n
in

g
 o

u
rselv

es w
ith

 S
o
u
th

 
A

frica w
ere d

eS
crib

in
g
 o

u
r actio

n
 in

 
te

rm
s th

a
t a

re
 h

a
rd

ly
 te

n
a
b
le

. T
h
e
 

S
ec r e

t r o
f S

ta
te

 sa
id

 th
e
re

 is n
o
 

co
n
tact ev

en
 w

ith
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
f 

S
outh A

frica on the subject. "A
ligning 

w
ar su

g
g
ests th

at o
n
e p

arty
 activ

ely
 

tries to
 gel a synchronous relation w

ith  

another p
arty

. L
ik

e I lin
e u

p
 n

ex
t to

 
you: I see w

h
ere y

o
u
 are an

d
 I g

et 
th

ere. It seem
s to

 m
e th

at th
ere is a 

co
n
v
erg

en
ce in

 P
o
licy

. W
e are b

o
th

 
doing the sam

e thing, sort of. A
lthough 

o
len

tly
 th

ere are said
 to

 b
e S

o
u
th

 
A

fricans in A
ngola. 

(Q
uest ion: If it looked as if w

e w
ere 

a
lig

n
in

g
  o

u
rse

l y
e
s, u

sin
g
 y

o
u
r 

definition, w
ould you -urge us not • to do 

Ihat?
) 

 

11 it turns out to be defined that w
ay, 

it b
eco

m
es im

p
o
ssib

le fo
r th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates to
 p

ro
ceed

 p
ro

p
erly

, th
e C

o
m

-
m

u
n
ists w

o
u
ld

 tak
e o

v
er A

n
g
o
la an

d
 

w
ill thereby considerably control the oil 

shipping lanes from
 the P

ersian G
ulf to 

E
u
ro

p
e. T

h
ey

 w
ill b

e n
ex

t to
 B

razil. 
T

hey w
ill have a large chunk of A

frica, 
an

d
 th

e w
o
rld

 w
ill h

e d
ifferen

t in
 th

e 
a 1 erm

 a th it they succeed. 
la

b
irn

a
tio

n
a
l D

ia
lo

g
u
e
 

T
h
e U

n
ited

 S
tates can

n
o
t b

e in
-

different to m
assive Soviet supplies of 

arm
s. 

T
he U

nited S
tates w

ould support a 
solution in w

hich no outside pow
er 

p
a
rtic

ip
a
te

s, a
n
d
 in

 w
h
ic

h
 th

e
 

O
rganization of A

frican U
nity w

ill 
co

o
p
erate w

ith
 th

e p
arties in

sid
e 

A
ngola to find an A

frican solution. T
he 

U
n
ited

 S
tates d

id
 n

o
t b

eco
m

e co
n
-

cerned until there had already taken 
place substantial S

oviet involvem
ent, 

and the introduction of m
assive outside 

equipm
ent and later the introduction of 

C
uban forces. T

here should not be a 
w

ar by proxy of the great pow
ers. I do 

not think it is a situation analogous to 
V

ietn
am

, b
ecau

se in
 V

ietn
am

 th
e 

conflict had a m
uch longer and m

ore 
com

plicated history, but the U
nited 

S
tates cannot be indifferent to w

hat is  

going on in A
ngola: 

T
he U

nited States favors a solution in 
w

hich all of the parties in A
ngola can 

negotiate w
ith each other free of out-

sid
e in

terferen
ce, an

d
 in

 w
h
ich

 th
e 

problem
 of A

ngola is handled as an 
A

frican issue. F
ailing that, the U

nited 
S

tates w
ill try

 to
 p

rev
en

t o
n
e p

arty
 

from
 achieving dom

inance by m
eans of 

m
assiv

e in
tro

d
u
ctio

n
 o

f o
u
tsid

e 
eq

u
ip

m
en

t. T
h
is can

n
o
t b

u
t affect 

relations betw
een the U

nited States and 
the S

oviet U
nion, if the S

oviet U
nion 

en
g
ag

es in
 a m

ilitary
 o

p
eratio

n
 

th
o
u
san

d
s o

f m
iles fro

m
 S

o
v
iet 

territory, in an area w
here there are no 

historic R
ussian interests and w

here it 
is, therefore, a new

 projection of Soviet 
pow

er and Soviet interests. 
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"W
e are dangerously close to ter open-ended confrontation w

ith the Soviet U
nion 

C
L

A
R

K
: 

in a country that is of no real strategic interest to either pow
er. 9,  

A
m

bassador M
oynihan's statem

ents 
describe the U

nited S
tates' strategic 

in
te

re
sts in

 A
n
g
o
la

 in
 g

ro
ssly

 
exaggerated term

s. A
dm

inistration 
rep

resen
tativ

es h
av

e rep
eated

ly
 

assu
red

 m
e o

v
er th

e last sev
eral 

m
onths that the U

nited S
tates has no 

sig
n
ifican

t strateg
ic in

terest in
 th

e 
outcom

e of the A
ngolan conflict. O

n 
T

uesday, A
dm

inistration spokesm
en 

flatly
 to

ld
 th

e F
o
reig

n
 R

elatio
n
s 

C
om

m
ittee that A

m
bassador M

oynihan 
w

as expressing his ow
n personal view

s 
only. 

A
t n

o
 tim

e
, th

e
n
, h

a
s
 th

e
 

A
dm

inistration argued that a victory 
for the Soviet-backed faction in A

ngola 
w

ould enable the C
om

m
unists to either 

p
o
se a serio

u
s th

reat to
 B

razil o
r 

"considerably control the oil shipping 
lanes from

 the P
ersian G

ulf," as M
r. 

M
oynihan asserts. 
Indeed, it is difficult to conceive how

 
th

e
 th

re
a
ts im

a
g
in

e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 

A
m

bassador could have any basis in 
reality. W

ould the Soviet U
nion stretch 

a line of battleships across the A
tlantic 

to form
 a blockade? W

ould they launch 
m

issiles from
 A

ngola tow
ard B

razil? 
T

h
e issu

e o
f U

n
ited

 S
tates in

-
volvem

ent in a foreign w
ar is deadly 

serio
u
s, an

d
 th

ere is n
o
 ro

o
m

 fo
r 

irresp
o
n
sib

le scare tactics in
 th

is 
debate. 

A
m

bassador M
oynihan is also in-

correct in'stating that the Soviet U
nion 

w
ould control a large chunk of A

frica if 
th

e M
P

L
A

 w
in

s in
 A

n
g
o
la. F

ro
m

 
discussionl I have had w

ith D
r. N

eto, 
the head of the M

P
L

A
, I believe it is  

highly unlikely that the S
oviet U

nion 
could ever control A

ngola itself if this 
faction w

ins, let alone "a large chunk of 
A

frica." D
r. N

eto
 b

eliev
es in

 n
o
n
-

alignm
ent. H

is econom
ic and political 

philosophies—
like those of the leaders 

of the other tw
o factions—

are those of 
an A

frican socialist. 
I believe that A

ngola w
ill strive for 

non-alignm
ent and look prim

arily to 
other A

frican states in its foreign policy 
under any of the com

peting leaders. 
T

he fact is that the A
frican nations 

are fiercely independent and resent 
the efforts of outside pow

ers to dictate 
their policies. R

ecently, for exam
ple, 

the new
ly independent governm

ent of 
M

ozam
bique—

to w
hich the S

oviet 
U

nion also gave generous assistance 
d
u
rin

g
 its

 s
tru

g
g
le

 fo
r in

-
dependence—

denied the S
oviets base 

rights and publicly accused them
 of 

pushing too hard. 
I do not believe w

e w
ould gain in the 

long run by responding to S
oviet in-

terv
en

tio
n
 in

 A
n
g
o
la w

ith
 eq

u
al 

counter-intervention. L
ike the Soviets, 

w
e w

ould be resented and distrusted as 
a m

ajor pow
er that refused to respect 

the independence of a country that has 
already fought thirteen years for the 
freedom

 to control its ow
n affairs. 

T
here is also m

ore to U
nited S

tates 
association w

ith South A
frica in A

ngola 
than m

ere rhetoric, as A
m

bassador 
M

oynihan so casually dism
issed it. 

S
tate D

epartm
ent spokesm

en repor-
tedly have stated that the U

nited States 
is sharing intelligence, regularly w

ith 

S
outh A

frica. It is hard to determ
ine 

w
here such "sharing" ends and w

here 
coordination begins. 

T
h
e factio

n
s th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates is 

backing 
h

ave 
c
re

a
te

d
 se

rio
u
s 

credibility problem
s for them

selves by 
w

elcom
ing the support of the S

outh 
A

frican regim
e. S

outh A
frica is un-

doubtedly involved in A
ngola out of fear 

that an M
P

L
A

 governm
ent w

ould put 
pressure on her to give up her illegal 
occupation of N

am
ibia (S

outh W
est 

A
frica) an

d
 to

 ch
an

g
e h

er racist 
policies. F

or us to be associated w
ith 

th
is e

ffo
rt c

o
u
ld

 b
e
 e

x
tre

m
e
ly

 
d
am

ag
in

g
 to

 o
u
r relatio

n
s w

ith
 th

e 
independent nations of A

frica for years 
to com

e. 
A

s for D
r. K

issinger, he is apparently 
u

n
d

er th
e im

p
ressio

n
 th

at, u
n

lik
e 

V
ietnam

, this conflict does not have a 
long and com

plicated history. B
ut this 

is not the case. T
he history of U

nited 
S

tates and S
oviet assistance to com

-
peting factions in A

ngola goes back to 
the early 1960's. E

ven m
ore serious 

com
petition am

ong the m
ajor pow

ers in 
this part of the w

orld goes back to the 
C

ongo crisis. Z
aire, w

hich has been 
receiving substantial U

nited S
tates 

m
ilitary assistance for years, has in 

turn provided heavy assistance to the 
FN

L
A

, one of the A
ngolan factions now

 
fig

h
tin

g
 th

e M
P

L
A

. T
h
u
s, cu

rren
t 

U
nited States and Soviet involvem

ent in 
A

ngola is not- a new
 phenom

enon, but a 
serious escalation of an old conflict. 

I doubt that deepening the A
m

erican 
com

m
itm

ent further w
ould persuade 

the S
oviets to cease their intervention  

in A
ngola. It is m

ore likely that Soviet 
involvem

ent w
ould increase as w

ell. W
e 

are dangerously close to an open-ended 
confrontation w

ith the Soviet U
nion in a 

country that is of no real strategic in-
terest to either pow

er. 
I believe the U

nited S
tates should 

m
ake a full scale effort to persuade the 

S
oviet U

nion to join us in ending all 
o
u
tsid

e in
terv

en
tio

n
 in

 A
n
g
o
la. If 

detente m
eans anything, the tw

o super 
pow

ers should be able to w
ork together 

to avoid an escalating conflict that w
ill 

have tragic consequences for the people 
of A

ngola and de-stabilize the entire 
region. B

ut the U
nited S

tates needs to 
approach the Soviet U

nion honestly on 
th

is issu
e, reco

g
n
izin

g
 th

at m
ajo

r 
pow

er com
petition in this area does go 

back several years and that the Soviet-
backed faction in A

ngola is confronted 
not only w

ith A
m

erican involvem
ent, 

but w
ith Z

airean and S
outh A

frican 
involvem

ent as w
ell. 

E
ven if all efforts to bring an end to 

foreign intervention in A
ngola fail, I am

 
convinced that the best w

ay to counter 
S

o
v

iet "in
flu

en
ce" th

ere is fo
r th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates to

 sto
p
 its o

w
n
 in

-
tervention and to m

ake it clear that w
e 

respect the independence of A
ngola and 

seek
 g

o
o
d
 relatio

n
s w

ith
 w

h
atev

er 
governm

ent com
es to pow

er there. 
If the Soviet U

nion then persists in its 
intervention, it alone w

ill be jeopar-
dizing its relations in that, region by 
interfering in the internal affairs of an 
in

d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t n

a
tio

n
. 
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