Dear Dave, ' 3/31/81

Bather than keeping a file on the attempted Rescnn ascassination I'11 send you
what 1 see, Except for what may be sent me, this will be limited %o the Wash, Post and
the 4P's Heygland wive, in the Xooul papers I don't expect nmuch 0 be sant to ne,
fron the 1ittle that is Xmown ahhud Hnkley, -

I} hed the TVa on when OBS interrupted for the initial surouncement, In » St
prisingly short time they had exfiellent videotape on, so I stayed with CBS for a while,
They they got repetitious, which is inevitable, I switched to other nots. Hy impression
i that NEC was not performing well and that while ABC was rmuch bettar than FBEC, 1t
was not as good as UBS. Of course it 4is likely that before long any net could have
an individual ftem that was {ts alone, But my overali inpression is that CBS wes both
botbar andé quits good. '

141, probadly vefliecting her disvey, grow intolorant of the rapetifion and couplained
about 1t but I believe it was correct to repeat for the information of those just pleking
the coverage up and so that those who had caught it earlier could see it again, When
it could pressut ita footage in slow rotion and then isolate & Einkley frame I thougit
the reporting was good. Can't apply print-press standards o TV coverags, which has to
becantimmanddqeshavevimsewﬂnginandleaﬁng.

Overall I'd say it was excellent, cautioms and responsible TV journajism. The one
eritledem 1'd meke, without having roflected om its is that Ruthés wasted 3o be %he star
‘ 'boommzz.hemayhavathmmthemjﬁstbéingmmtmanchﬂr,buthedbmj.natad
tonmmhwhmitmsn‘tnweaaaw.mwttmmﬂtMWm.ﬂammm
some and could not shut his wouth whon e camera ploleed up a reporter with sorething to
aaw.Anempleiswhaﬂhehadamporberac%mllymﬁngtohimasi‘bmaimwget
his attention when he izmored her and kep spouting vwhat had no meaning at all, for all
thazmﬂ&aatm:ghbecmhe'dﬁarmmmamﬁmsﬁhmmmaltemﬁw
tomﬂsﬁngthm&n&ahnﬂidhsmhmﬁm,wmnsmﬁmnygottctﬂk.

foss Simpson, a niddle-shed and axperience Mutus Radin weporier, got onts the floor
ofthehusp&tﬂw}mre%mmandgotm&bﬂmtoMktohﬁmﬂeawbadasa
ono-igan pool and held an instant press confersnce at the hoepital and informed pll his
sompatitors and by TV, the country. He wus cldar, lucid and vesponsidle,

Tho hospitel's brlefing wes exoallent. The dpctus Wag exorescive, informative snd
clearly sought to igpart all information possibles But after a while, slthbugh he wam
still being questioned, Rather cut that dive cowsrage off for nis own medical experd in
Taw Texl,

CB3 had e black reporter who happaned $o be coverdng the “eagp.n s;pe@ch and was only
a few foot away when the shooting occured. “e was good, slow and cautious. AR had a
black photographer who alsc was good in his eyewitness acoount,

¥hen I timed to NEC © and this may not be an sccufute reflection of its oversll
parformance becsuse I caught so little of it = it was elways sone sterile tallding head
on the NBC staff, :

Iittle was ¥mown about Hinlldy yesterday and it is too early today for there to be
anything except what may have turned up late at night. I'n awaiting an early morning
ride to DC for g 9 adte appointument to havs ny nevest Y abut supports examined for further
correction. But his picture was shown last night, several of them, Two, particularly in
wmmmm.a@@aﬁe&mmﬁwm, and a1l I pan think of
ist}m’tmmwmm&twmafkﬂﬁngaﬂmmtobemkindufm'amr.‘

Barly in the coverage there was a single meniion of the FBI's saying that it was
in charge. It was quite late before it was roported that the FBI had an arrest record on
Hinkley, at Nashville last October, when Carber was theve and when Hinkley tried to take -
three handguns onts a plene in his lubage. Sk you know he's nuts, to try that,



The Saaret Service reacted dnebtently, mnd CBS's footage iz quite c%ear an this,
There may be eriticism but if there is it will be unreasonabls, You can % keep a
Fresident hiddne when he moves around and all politicsl people have to move aroint
ard show thomsslvess One agent, who was holind Reazan, wao oz hin irmedkatelr, Pgshed his
head down and pushed him into the car, 1t was very fast and yet carefully deen. e got

cagan's head down without wasting any time. I doubt if either knew that peagan had been
it then, I got the inpregsion, as I wabohed the rerwms, %ws the firct bullst hlt him
because he peused ever so slightly, but I think faster than he would if his Peaction was
only fpom hearing. _

1 counted seven noises that I think were shots, I believe that the man was shooting
vhen e¢h police pgot to nim. They were thal fast, very fast,

C3 s foctags showed an inpset on the rear right door and its glass, wilch was up.
14 ithese were not shots that tremsitted a viotim and 4f each vietim was hi% by o sepavate
bullet, there were thus six shots,

For all ghe attention to experts, CBS never once had any explanation of what & .22
is or what a ooy rifle" .22 bullet it. I suspset that Shose without knowledge were
misled by Rathe's vopetiiiim of "long rifle." I% is neither the longeet nor the moat
poweriul .22 armo, meanin; normak .22 ammp. There is also Mghwvelocity .22 ammo, I've
not kept up on this but year ago the Hornej .22s were pretty powerful stuffs They aiso
showed = lerger esliber revolver that I suppose was dropped by a policeman or 89 sgent and
referred to it as the .22 revelver, X say "they" but it weo alwaye Rather,

The individual 0BS reporter: were good and they got around fast, as did ABC's, While
I saw no footage of Heagan's arrival at the hospdtal, there was coverage of his wite's
arvival. They else micked up a lmeld black man who Just hedpened to have boen ir the
emergency room when the S pot there in advance of o

I don't know when the other nets discontinued their initisl coverage. CBS did at
9o I then faned to the other nets and they also had discontinued, NBC had the basketpall
champlonshdp gume on and APC had a comsercial, whiczh signaled that i hod ddscontinusd,
I sav no commereinl from the time of the first bresk for the announcement until then.
The Jirst announcenent was about 2230 EST, UBS went back +o its soap operss for a few
wingtos and they stayed with the stiry, when it hed saough. It began wiil two report-rs
in the Washington studio and it would have been beiter, I think, without %ather frving
%0 sat thet he is Cponkite without the grey hair and with & blue backgrinund,

The confusion was no greater than should be expected when the White House depended
on ¢ihers for itsinforwation and whon news could be afwed faster than A% could be repeated
by the Whité House, :

Hadg started what moy become a real flap and I think shonld, by his taking the camera
with a Wnhite House appearsnce in which he volunteered, with a strange grimace,"I'm in
charge here.” % wasn't. He also gave en dncovect ascoxt of the succession, wiich placed
Wm right after the VP, whick hesn't been true since the 25th amendment, State #ried to
cover that for him but it was unpersuasive. Why “aig was impelled to do such s thing is
not aprarente M4 is probebly & reflection of the wman and ke lusts. I think the “cagan people
gon't like it, Nobodg shonld, sithers It was bad, by a bad man, Vho looked bad when he did it.
and had that little selfecontrol.

Nofziger moved in and took over for the White House people and wes thoroughly profes-
sional in it, His field is now political but he wes the resl press spokesman and appears
to have nade the a1 arrengemente, which wére quite good, under the sirawmstences,

Bether was under some tension. Bo couldn®t oot addvese he know well sireishte Like

vhere the hospital is when it is 5 blocks for the CBS DC huilding.
. in hej.ste,



