15 April 1976
Dear Harold:

Thanks for your notes of April 8 et =seq, all mailed on the
12th.

I'm happy to report that Jenifer continues to make a very
rapid recovery, is feeling fine, and in better spirits than ever.
Yesterday, only a week after this long and complicated operation, she
went on a Tull normal diet, had her stitches removed, and took her
first walk down the hall. When her surgeon visited her this morning,
she asked him if he was sure she was making a normal recovery. No, he
said. She was making a far better than normal recovery. He's a con-
servative, however, and says he'llX probably keep her in the hospital
another week to make sure everything is all right and to help her
get back on her feet and train herself in the finer points of managing
a colostomy. Hers, by the way, is a sigmoid, on the commonest and most
easily caredfor type. S5She lost about a foot of the aft section of her
alimentary canal. The surgzeon says he's as sure as he can be about
anything that the cancer had not spread beyond that small dollar-sized
spot in her rectum.

She should be fully on her feet by the time she comes home,
so there should be no need for your thouzhtful sugegestion of the hospltal
bed table. There is everv indication that she will be able to liveg
an entirely normal l1ife. The hospital is already training her how to
use the rather larre variety of equipment available to take care of
a colestomy, and aside from avoiding 1liftine heavy weishts no restrictions
whatever are in prospect once everything heals up well and the proper
irrigation procedures established. Diet changes are not necessary or
likely..

After the surgreon saw her this morning, our &P, Rod Hartman,
also showerd up as he has heen doikne almost daily. Jenifer told him he
could see she was doing all rircht and that there was no need for him to
drag himself up to San Rafael from [Mill Valley for her sake, or to take
time to see her even if he had other patients in the hospital.

"Damn it," he said."Look, I come to see you first every
morning just to =et myself cheered. up so I can £0 on and see some of these
other characters 1'm looking after.

in her quiet way, Jenifer is something of a sensation in
the hospital because of her positive attifude and cheerful cooperation.
Nurses drop in from other wards just toc view this uncompeining and
willineg person who usually manases to hit them with a delayed-action
joke of some kind. Her favotite of all is [Ella, a very jolly kkmzk
black from Richmond who does the nurse's aide bit, changing dressings,
bathine her and generally doing all the 1little things that make such a
difference. Today Ella was squatting by the bed, preparing to empty
the plastic bag whieh collects the product of the bladder catheter that
is still operating. Jenifer remarked that Ella was in exactly the
rizht position to go into production on her own. [laa got it right away,
went into a gale of laurhter, and ended by saying, "You know, Honey, I
think you're richt., I cruess I'd better."

The San Francisco strike has had no effect on us, by the way.
About 2l1l1l T do is keep the house running, feed myself when I'm not eating
at the hospital with Jenifer, and try to keep up with the clipping and
filing chores. Jenifer is even givine the NY Times a severe once over
before 1 do the clippine.
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