Dear Jix, : 8/22/14

With the raim too.hard for a trip to the mailbox that may be wasted and while -
I awsit Lil's delivery of the first part of the index for correctiom and makimg-up,
I'11 try to work off the semse of frustration and almost futility that may mot be
represented as stromgly as felt in the enclosed letter to Nader's fime fellow Rom and
the note to Lesar for when he retms and we may have to try to.be firemen again,

Rightly or wrongly I bel:.eve ‘that one of the more effective ¥aapoRs against
unrepresentative, dishorest and repressive govermment is a working nd seaningfal
Freedom of Information laws Atleast in part if not in fact largely because of the
great smount of paimful, costly and unpaid work Jim and I have dome Comgress has faced
the meed to make the effort. Apparently largely because of EMK's determimation, the
chrages agreed to by the Semate are good.

‘This time there is ‘the bemefit of am interested Hader g:-onp, made up of very

- decent and sincerely concermed young people who are as thek best of today's from the
best imstitutionsm marked with the umimaginative imprint of modern educatiom, which
© requires conformity to precomceptioms. They are too young o have had the experience
required for full comprehemskom of the problems they fs.ce and 21l the subtleties

or to fully comprehend the meed of those they oppose. “t is scademic to + em. They
are lawyer and lawyer mever suffer as clients do. They laso probably have resiraints
impoged by their owm Nader establishment, And f ears, '

) But few things are more likely %o be of greater importance to the entire Nader
coneept and operation tham FOI, They bave, without doubt, worked hard amd probably
very well to this point, including om the smendments., But whem the y get into the

. crumch, which was clearly visible several weeks ago at the latest, they become nsive
and ineffectual and allow themselves to be lulled by the soothing syrwp of those who
have and will comtimue to have very real political problems to face and cam display
Jjust so much courage on advamced issues. They haven't learmed that for most politicisms
being able to show what appears to be a real stromg try and mot sufferimg the risks

of retaliation is often more importamnt tham success in achievimg enactment.

So, when I made a trip there a week ago, after am earlier effort by Lesar did
nrot accomplish it, to try to get them to see that the time was right them amd bight
then already late to make it impossible for the comference majority to capitulate —
to the executive branch or its threats or the threat of a Ford veto. They actually
told themslves that so early in his Presidemcy Fom would not dare veto this billl
Only the politically infamtile could persuwade themelves that his sgemcies would mnot
persuade him that it was essemtial or that his own past did mot tell him that his
own preservation demanded it. He had %o be confromted with a less desireable alterms-
tive and the conferees om our side had to kmow it existed., That am a vedd could hurt
. him more. That the agencies could be clobbered, particularly Jus‘bice, which is in the -
lead and has most imnfluence on him,

The result plsses too heavy a burden om the few really good guys in the conference
and there is now a situation that without some influence being brought to bear - if
it is not already too late - imevitably meams at best a serious reduction in the
meaning and value of the anend:en‘ts and at worst their gutting,

With it so fresh im mind and so black in type if the word "Warergate" has
beer mentioned in all of this I've not heard it. They bave not let Ford amd Justice
kmow that it hamgs henvily above them. And, of course, the corntinuing refusal, not
Jjust a failure, to make am effort to do something about official crookedmess, does
nothing at all to deter continuing deceptibns thaet even when care is exercised does,
I believe, cross over into oerjury amd its subornation, One case would be all the
Congress’ requires, - Lt is available amd refused,

So, with all else than rests heavily om ne, having seen this in advence arnd having
. been umable to get .anyone to even try to see is not encouragement to,further effort,




