Mese are just notes, ®re Bud part may not interest vou. sfter 1t comes ny meeting with
- - . - . v - 3
:1fin at Newsweek, which mighte &lso, 4 have asked tuo hicago reporters to see if they can
s public organization.

o=t the financial reports of Skolnick'
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There is o consistent too=little, %too-late history that characterizes just about
all efforts at co-operations since the JFK sssagsitation. Those with the capability
of attracting sssistence either don't or delay too long or do things their way, and 1
racall no case in vhich these ways worked,

It is now a week and o day since I came up with the Ford-Plumbers counection, I
decided Lmediately to let Bud kuow enough so that be would be in a pesitiog to know
what he was faliing about in making aporoaches to anyone, Moreover, I told Jinm what
imediate checking would produce coufiruetion, where to get 1%, and the next day he
did go and did get it. He did speak to Bud imvediately anc Bud did come up vith &
suggestion, Wolfson, and Jim called me and I agreed imcediately, same call. 30, to
vesterday, Bud did nothing. Yesterday the Senate vpted to confirm Ford.

I uade it a point to be abailable to Bud over the weekend, at his CTIA affair and
at the party at his home, The first morming of his meeting I told hiw 1I'd be free
except for the time I was on the stage. I stayed where 1 could be s2en, near the
registration desk at the front door. He saw me each time he papsed, auc that was often,

Not until last night did he phone the iawyer he had to esll. i1 ance I were in his
ofiice when he asked if he should and I said yes. ¥y thet time the office of the man
he phoned was olosed.

He knows and understands the nature of the evidence and the areas where it is
not irrefutable and believes it to be enough to attract interest and have some effect.
Had it been available earlier and used eerlier, the effect could have been grester.

He knows there is more, These incidents illundnste.

There se-us to he a general belief in Washington among those few to whom I spoke
yesterday that a coup is possible if not probable. At one point Bud said, "I see a
picture of Harold holding onto a briefcase, about to go down." I said, "aAnd Harold's
briefease is lock and ie going to remain locked and when he #oes down he will have
plenty of company unless there is a change henceforth." Bud said, "With 200,000,000
%o keep him coupany." Together im and I said maybe not all 200,000,000,

Jim had to eall his wife, I seid %o Bud, "Look back over the period you have known
me and my work. Who else has denc what I've been able to do, 81tting up there on the
mountain without the money to make a single phone gall, without all the other things
g-nerally necessary for this kind of work. and whal singie part of what 1've attempted
to do have I not done? And now think for a minute about all the large sums of money
that have been pissed away." Not to make this seem too poinded, because his is a
major waster of large sure that, when we have been lucky, have not hurt, I then cited
the use of Mott's money for a vehash of tho part of what is pubiic the lawysrs he
funded reprinted and the ACLU's new pamphlet of the same nature. He got the point and
he did agree, s

I then told him that while we were taiking sbout this inccuplete Ford atuff, the
other I was not telking about would blow his rdnd and, had it been used before Nixom
@0t the country used to the dropping of the next shoe, even looking forward to i,
could have blown tne whole thing. I said whoewey gets involved in this should under—
stand clearly that it was not merely tackling Ford, it was tackling Nixon as to daie
he has not been snd not over Ford but bedsuse of what he, persenzlly, would be tied to,.

Barlier I suid, politcly, that the $ime has come where if psople are to expect any-
thing of me it is goingito have to be possible for me to continue deing what I have
been doing without the worries and problem $hat have haed no end. I said thet locking
back over 10 years I see little anyono elsc has produced and much that could have bean
accomplished if there had been u means of utilizing what 4 have come up with, I then told
him I had seen several other people yesterday, without mentioning names, and recounted
the essence of what I had proposed to Elfin at Newsweek, which will follow,

#i1 vas sitting there quietly, lmitting. Through all of this she dicn & say a
word, Nor did we discuss it later, driving hote, when she seemed very wesr§. I don't
know what was in her mind, but I do know $hat the cost of this past weekend of Counter—

prodeutive siliinass was move than & yeer of work would cost me. Yim is finally resigning



from CTIA and Sob Smith looked on $he point of eruptich. € told me he has had it.
Magiler and Bud have financea him frosm the time they decided on this affair. In
addition to whaiever they have paid nim and ever anu above the regictrations wnd other
moneys they received, “ob says they are stili 93,000 iu tlw hiole.

Bven Bun says it wes o disasber.

"I guess you can t do anything about the crazies," he fold me.

“Especially not When you have them on the program — and almost nobody else — and
to say nothing of wy value %o those whe nake no difrerence,” I shot backe

He winced. And agreed.

Barlier he hud brought up the question of lemocratic politicians raising funds
and said they did oniy for themselves. I added that in thds cuse 11 woulc be i'cclish
to even make the sugpestion when the GUPs are sitting on the ruculte of their bugsing
of the Coluwbia rlags cathousv frequented by lem. Hg wen, He acknowlecged and voudered
when thiz stuff would coue oute Tlie AGLU prevented it when Silbert trisd in court.

At another point he raised the quession of sone of Douglas' wealthy friend getting
interested and of telling Douglas personally. I nixed, saying that WG cases would
reagh the Court and he should not be in a position where he might feel in eny way
compromised, Hut this is separate frow telling his {ricnda.

Bjd is to make hi= cell agsin this a.m., when that lawyer's ofl'ice opens. Asuming
he is not away and sssuming he is intercasted and assuming Wolfson sgrees and sssuming
there is enough time to show there iz reason for help, the House should vote the
nomination within a week, and what can then be done in this little time?

What is most distresaing in &1l of this is that had gnyons doms the normal,
perfunctory ianvestigation, not what I did but what takes much more time - but
could have been done by college kids in the library - this &ll would have coue oute
That is, the leads on Ford. It would have taxen more and better investigation or
some siclll and understanding to cut through to Yhe meanding.

Als®o, if my means were not so severely limited, if I dic not have to waste so
mach time on just keeping going, 1'd have had this in July 1872, I did get it the
first time ¥il or I were able to see ny source after I made the requeet ofuthis
source, having seen the inevitability of its productivity then. (I hed figured that
the source would get in touch but this wes not the case. This line in not fol owed to
its end yet but now will be, I think.)

Last Tuesday, [just at the end of the working day, I saw Virginia ‘ehas, George
leaney's long-time secretary. Yesterday she was to have introduced me to Andrew
Biemiller, who 1 knew slightly twice in the past, and the lawyer working with him on
impeachment, Tom iarrie. However, not knowing how long the annual med.cal checkup
would take, I could make no dute., When I got there she was in cofnerence with “eany.
She sent word ou: where to send me, Biemiller was awsy, as was Harris, Hed 1 been able
to do thie as soon as Meany talked against Nixon, there might have been some results.

Barlier, walking from the clinic toward the AFL-CI@ Bldg., I stopped off at the
Newsweek Buresu. With ®en Crewford's departurs, 1 know nobody there except Chuck
Roberte. I asked to see Blfin, He was busy end his secretary triec to get me to see
someone else, L said 1'd wait for e for ¢ few minutes and if Exx he stayed busy,

I'd have to go about other busines:, that I was in town for the day onl; and bad much
to do. I asked that she give him my neme anc iwo wordse, "Ford" and "Watergeie." As
soon as he finished his phone conversation, Bifin sew me. He knew me, to my surprise,
because we have never met and I had been in thet office once only, in 1960, then to
see Crawford, who I hadn't seen in slmost 30 years.

Elfin began by remembering uy e-cassination work. lie then asked, "Didn't you
once raise ducks?" and I told him I had farmed. I also told hiu uhat I had done earlier.
I said that what { came for is what tney did not normully do but that I believe I
can give them what they want, iucludin: r'or comgetitive reasonse He asked wbout
Roberts and 1 told hin that kind of tling made no difference to re, thut rggardiesc of
my opinion of what Roberts had done, thut was a separate metter and I wzsn t desling
with him, I raised the question of not knowing what they were working on afid eedd I



was willing to trust hdm and would tell him whatever he wented to kuow, so he could
know enougn to talk about to those above him,

He asked what kind of mopney X hud in mind anc I gaid I had no sum in mind bud
a situation in Which 4 eould continus to do the kdmc of work I had been doing and
they, for ail their facilisties and manpower, hac not. I said there sre foundations
and others who shouid have souwe interesis, e asked uwe sbout the Sterns and I ticked
that ofl. Their investigative-ruporting fund and I went into ry experiences with Poyd
and anderson’s hangupse. I added « few others, so he saw I had gone that rosds I said
in effect that I regurded these as urucial tiwes when these jdnds of haugupe could no
longer be indulged unleas there was to be cspitulation. We then left this cvee void,

Suppose 1 asked you lor some heaulines, hw wskous 1 replied, without iwvin, tine
to thiuk it Swrough, “Nixon Personslly Invoived.” The I said, "Ford Helped by Folumbers?"
Here hic assed is I were talciiyg wbout the Martines' cod I seid noe I then said that
lmwediately I was tallcdug «bout & mejor new story for sagh of ut leest six weeks,If
there is that time,

He got a pnone call, When it wes over I added, "CIA Criminality.” He looked
at me and I added, "Mepetitious and Known." There was more like this.imkxiixnsscmst
He seemed %o havo heard not unwell of me, fron whoweWer h= spoke to in the paste I
was susprised that there had been this kind of talk to him and that 1t had not
turnad hin off,

He said his inventigative preporter is Nick =omebody or other, I dic not get the
name, He said he'd have Nick aall me 7-8 0'clocke I scdd I was not sure that I'd
be howe by then, but it would be ok to call e later. B¢ paic he'd have Nick cell today.
1 Bave him my schedulek for today.

i told him thet I am writing & book, that because of the conditions of my work
it is over-long, will probably be regarded as prolix sud for counercial purposes is,
that 1% is a series of books in one but organized to meke separate books on separate
aspscts, a coutingency 1 do not peally expect, which domivaetes my writing, and that
a) I see no choice and b) there now ie no time, hence my presence, He said they have
a book subsidiary. I said, "Grea$, first thing I want is a good editor.” When I
laughed, he did,

Because he was having a harried day, visibdly, I an encouraged about him,
personally. But it does no end with hinm,

I did give hin an ezample or two of other materisls I have and can d-liver,
He was interested but he said Watergate was the firat story.

In asicding me the nature of what I have he asked, "Switzeroand?" anc I seid no.
I think the other was "Hugbes" or "Repozo" and I agaln seid not. These appoar %o be
where they arc working. o, it was " esco." iftor saying "No" I told him the dope
and Cotroni story I had just speen was not unrelated to work I had done on another case.
I suid not connected, provocatively asimilar. Enough to cheek further. We left it there.

My timing is bad on shis because it is late. Perhaps 1 alwuld have started soume-
thing like this carlier, esp. when there was no interest in good Ford and Jaworski
stowies. Perhaps if 1 were mobile 1 wight have, insteau of plugging away at the writing
until time for the CTIA meeting preceeded by the Kebak visit Thauksgiving.

There have been tWwo good develo wents, yesterdsy and the day before.

When the doctor walied into the examining room yesterday morning, he said, "I
kneow the end now. You look Bine." Afier it was over he said it was as he decided on o
glance, that I do look good and (he knows the conditions of my life an? my work)
particularly becsuse of the unususl nature of ny life, He suys he thinks I must be
more reluaied.

The day before I won the battle witl Dutton/Outerbridget. .

I waited & degent time and then wrote Whiteon, Dutiton vice yresifent und counsel,
saylng it had been long cuough for Uewid's lawyer to respond and thet he knd heen
silent although he had & osbbon and & letter csving ddc to be forthright. Jf we ere
going to court, 1 had written, lets Jjust go shesd and do 4% and stop weatir - time
and enegry and costs. He phoned in response. We purried for a while snt I then said



“tab LBd 1E Now peen Ior Mavid s malkdng it impossible for me to meet his lawyer, I'd
have seen Hamilton in May, as the files he should have read show. I reminded hin that
instead of proving David's honesty and being honest with me, Hamilton had proved

the opposite. 1 5814 the understanding was explieit and recorded, that there hed beeh
an agreement for a $10,000 advance subject to confiried figures dated prior to the
sigoing and that they did not exist, meaning fraud, and this not the only onc, I
Vickad off others, without demurrer from him, I xded what I ocould also sue for and
toid him that I would not continue spending all the time I had with Dvid and would
not offer to make and send copies and dubs as I had, but they were availsbele to
anyone he sent, I said he should consider what my position would be if he called my
bluff and I thought he should be willing to believe it is not bluff. I added that if
he had read the file he had o know this, Ory, I said, I believe that if we go to
court I'1l come out better financislly but other considerations outweight that. I
added that whether or not it is true, it is inevitable that in court there will
emerge a prina facie case of federal pressure and ticked off e few illustrations,

He asked what figure I was talking about. I told him \truthfully) that this
gets me s0 upset I oanntfigureaccumtalybutallIamnmuungiawhat I hed
from the first agreed to settle for, that my word is good. I itemized the balance of
the davanee, the avrious small sums Hamilton has and David had earlier agreed to,
saying I was not sure of their total,nuut they are not over 8500 but if the y are I
will, %o get this over, limit to that, and the gopss received for thoss books sold
after 1 bought them,a sum of about $300 as of the time of my mecting with Macrge,
and 1 would accept their printout begimning 10/5/72, the date of purchase, and

/gpéonmmnmmasrstma/em. the date all moneys were
due at the latest under the contraet. He said this was about $5,500. I said whatever
it came %o I would agree %0, that ﬂuaumwoﬁ‘erandlwaareadytoliw up fo it.

He then took another taeck, thathehadtojusﬂtythiatohispeoplaanum
that 1t was less than the cost of sulng, I corvected him politely, saying: that he also
Imdtoteuthmwhattimp&-mpachweminaourtandthatthey&tghthnvatlnonat-
ofuﬁpﬁngplusthemtofajwmtmuyin excess of what I was willing
to settle for. “ere is where I listed the things, and ene, inevitably, would be the
refusel %o promote and the refusal to use natural promotions, which would make Dutton,
not Davidg look bad. e got the point. I then added that I had explored this question
and he should know that knev he could not litigate this for what I was willing to
utﬂofowandemmhdthnthetmmsaaanmofgoodfaithonwpaﬂm
I was not, as I could, addﬂgtowhatlhadoffersdmubwamlknauitwaﬂd
still be cheaper to them tham litigating if I did add claims. (The round gigute for
thelitigaﬁmisﬂmttwioewhatlaahd.)Haanidhowaoonoouldmﬂgzwe- I said
aaudmangmdletmmwindthumtenditwﬁlbemw, signed,
the same day. “e said he'd call back, I s:id I'd have to leave in less than an hoypr,
He called back in less than a half hour, with the agreement, If moommx it was not
then too late for a steno, I should have the letter today. However, it was so late
I was late getting Lil.

Lawyers! Ugh! “one of those I've talked to have even tried, and I've spoken %o
three friends on this one, trying to tell them collection was virtually sutomatic)

It could have been thus in all the cases,

The toll of all these things on Iil,is heavy. She awakened me at 4:30 to get
her the full dosage of her stronger headache medicine. This is the vworst one she has
had for a while and it is the first time she has avekened me to get her medication
in many months., When we got home last night she said, wearily, "I thought we'd never
get here" and went to bed as soon as she spoke to her mother and sister, Neither of
us ate supper and I stayed busy, so before she went to bed she brought be a dish of
cotiage cheese because she thought I should eat soucthing!

Thehzttonclwckwillletmpaybackthe o loans I hac to make to meet the
last two instalments on principle, couplete what I owe on this year's, lay aside
enoughtopaythetamonitmdpmbablyﬁxt}m roof. Therellillbenothinglef‘t
to 1live on bnt 4% will helox meterialiv.



