My 25 1

524/ 1%
Jear el ®

A hasty note before having to leave for o day in ¥ashingbon to let you kmow that
i om nibbling away nt a Wotergnte bouizs L hope that Ly now it io as elear to you as it
L8 to me that, except in generalities, it is pot possible to outlime & book thot can't
be completely written for g short [« o Instead, I have been writing pieces of what
. believe should be the coutent, 1vs:uedless of what eventuates. In some cases it has Leen
the beginnings of chapters, in some cases just a few pagee of what should appear in some
chaptey,

Il you have boen alble to follow develupments .ith all iie things youu must do, then
I think you realizo soms of my forccuate are accurate and that the book rushed toc much
will be dated and dead beforc it appearse Iu what thinking about formutlotion I've beem
sale to do I have become convinced that the basie doctrine of what I have in wdnd 4s uot
only the only safe formulation but it i= thu enly correct one, Mletoricolly, poldtic 1y,
hovevor considered,

You will recall that I said the Senate committee would not keep, would not be nuis
to keep, tho schedule it sct for itself. By tonight, as I recall, it wes to have hesru
2l but a couple of the 20 witnesses it had scheduled., It hes heard about 5. 4nd it
rocepses tonight.

The Frezident's "unexpected” aduissions are not usexpected to me and to date e
has done exactly us my analyses »redicted he would. Ho has given o few dotails I ddid
not anticipate, but that is the puly departure. So, 1 lcsl confident about my under—
standing,

One of the things that chenies this, one I did not antiadpato, one | ar not eertsin
I understand except in its intent, iz the unconscionable thing Aleh dic yesteruny, <rom
the in ediate coverage, he is petting awey with it, If he does not, it esn backfire, If
you padd clope attention to 1%, you are sharp cuough to know that he wes not sut to
exculpate limielf and that hin intent wes to sive Nixon a base for counterattacictint
would b sieged for him by the medis. I am not confidont that “ensterwald has the wit,
on his ow, to do with thic what cen be done. I am confident that it cen be dons, ilch
went too far, which tells me that he is uptight Wt iz not conclusive on Whys

If you havefollowed e slory, you :mov the validution of .himt I was driving at
in my Lean correspondence that ic suprosed % W disclosed ia a statensnt promiswl Tor
COROITUM .

So, Lhere is uu need for you to writes Sy purpose is nerely to keep you up %o dute
on what 1 am attempting. Even the domestio-intelligence part of what I told you is now
a matter of admisslcn by the chief parmnoid, Herr Nixon. (I would hope this adudscion
would enchurage the ACLU to take & case for me., If they do I'd be more inclided to make
this & more persoanl uriting, to be tempted to include the analyses I nade as the story
developed, going back to and quoting from the 1968 writing, for part of the story is the
failure of the redia to understand and report vhat wee happendng in the country.) 1 have
some tentative chapter titles and I have seen what is unreported in the stories that
have appearcd, For example, in his yesterday's testimony what Ulasewion really seid is
that for three years he had been spying for Nixon on all other politicians, %o gave the
lie to the obviously frawinlent "national security” justification, to the President
himpelf all over again, aml gave all the pols somcthing to worry about.

At the moment my major problem is ncchaniocal, keeping up end wiriting pinul tancousiy.
It would tuke much less timc later, whon trvnecripts will be available. Now I must be Aued
to the tube, In facty I'n taking u radio tu Washligton with m Seday so thaty when T e
out of the car aninot otherwise occupied, I can listen.

Best



