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day on oltich the phone has been and will be busy and because the soonsr 1 get and conside:
advice the betber, this bufor: the other and heavy mail. Urders, by the way, still couwe in
daily, and that is good for us and for the interest it reilectis, intersss.

The assuuption on which 1 work are old ﬁﬂ” I don 't bother to think new becsuse I did
the thiuking much earlier and then made the hasic decTsions, lisw ones deal with timégng and
conscguent p.r. effects and reacticns, etc. There is no excuse for my belief from the begin-
ning of the current exposures that some kind of coup was possible if not probuble end not
correlating,

But I suppose my instant reaction may last. *t is that if I can deter evil 1 should,
This, if is the course, means which is the most hagardous decision? Would 1 be in greater
danger if I cause further exposures, those that can hurt, or as L have believed over the
years, that taking the initiative is tho one defense of the wealt. Because of possibilities
I have scattered sensitive things snd there is nothing important of which I have the culy couy.

L may be &m¢u wrong in the 1(11 of that there is nothing I cen likely do that will make
sny resl difference because thosc with powsr hold feclings about me that are strong enoughe
One exanple wag tnp recent display of this by the Ubattorney in Beltimore to my lawyer in
the old helicopter suit. ie made it clear that Justice would rather go to court and lose and
risk my setting still another precedent to o modest settlement becaus: that modest settle-~
ment could be of slight help to us in our nreseut circumstances. Thus ny lawyer pressured
me to sccept the offer of the maximum the local attorney can make without Washington's ok
hecause they had leaned on him for maling it. by responge was to reject it and propose a
further compromise by me that is greater than thLQ offer and does “ecujvc Vigshi
approval but becauss it is rwuuced can be a foce-suver fcr all of them, fn I ins 1“tea
on a net Figure rather then a gross settlenent offer and let them work out the details. I
wonrt pey texes on what they'd give because that would reduce what & get, so they cun
worls out a forisuls that does not require paying taxes. +f they will. In this theve is aleo
& gaoble because there is no limit to the crookedness I can face, 1 an now betier prepared
for i%, however. In the Tirst case an FBI agent fixed my chief witness and 1 ruA;.i learn
ghout it uwntil too lates

what we are really talking about is survival, in its nany forms. In the normel sense
our problems sre only ftoo real. One of the things 4 must accomplish is eliminating my debt
to the banic so we wonﬂt be foreclosed. by ofler o¢ settlement originally, nueandng originally
recently, prior to pre-trial-conferences, was in these terms: an amount net and equal to
what we owed the bank as of that day. (I anticipated the (D deal.) So, I am not hiding from
then the way L am thinking, which should tell them something about me as of loday, rot as

the past. It forces the decision to them.

Sgeause I have not stopped to thinic this through recently, I rwst find the time.

Preparatory to it I did two things: I finally got Bud to agree to meke the court
record that again confironts Justice with charges of criminality frowm me, in the spectro
suit. These are now in the record that goes o the Supreme Court. 1t was so toggh a thing
to do at this satze (it would not have been had Bud done it at the outset, as was obviousdly
the need and as he'd agreed) that esar has met no lawyer who wasn t a bit uncertain at best.
Bu. without it there is no way of uurvmv:ng in this Supreme vourt. And I filed the suit that
ppelled it ulh out against Ford and the-spooks on swald as an agent. liow it ot no attention
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andc I did nothing to attrast attention to it. But it is a neftter of court record and it-is
soiethi t t at at sone point will be in open court. Yhese are initiatives and others are
oS -'biﬁ o their time has conee
f'”%anq wrongly 1 feel,that doing anything overt to onuc whe has taken these initiatives
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and on these subjects involves & kind of hazard ymrthu}arlv becanse of the pecple who know
about t lem and what they ential and mean, And as I have always felt, it vould mean attacting
eROT sntion to my work, especially that which has had no ettention. i
a the notential we both see alters all of this sand the thinkiu reguired, as you
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any real difference. T think this is possible. I assuwe L have

little privacy and I have no alternative to using the norwal means of comumunication. I
am inclined to two beliefs: that my prospects of doing auything with this work are nod
good and that ther will see it thi: wey. Lowever, should anything happen to me, the qu
would be whether any interest would be attracted to this unpublished work.

There are so many arcas in which I have hurt so many that 1 do wonder if anything
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would make any real difference now, Recently L aborted their attempis with fay, soucthing
I doub: he realiszes. + had no choice zbout reans. i us he phone, So, there may be no

secrecy about it. And in doing this 1 one-upped them. I used something they had probably
forgotten about because it is more then three years old. They offered iay a deal he could
not accepts Yo a guilty wman? Iupossible, as they rcealized. They were asked the guestion,
so if they did not pick i% wp ou my phoune, they did on their own, They backed off and 1
did nothing further. Of coursc, this is not the end. | ‘

I'rom noise ecology and law through the full range of which you iuow, to many 1 oam

woblen, Is not the g ) I enough of- & problem?
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a really cooky writ and obvious and irreconcilable ceontradictions betwecn

d Jerry's handout are encouraging. sililost everyone played the write straight
and immorod the contradictions. And the story sot mors ottention than anything since the
minitriel. Where the media use? %o go out of ilts way te make the rational appesr irrational,

the now do the reverse. idere I think the differinece is WG, ind the Post is talking
seuding Valentine down, the real reason I wrote Jik early this celle
heve have been coie of the interruptions. You are right sbout the potential delendant
and abous Mis adversaries and thegr cowardice. - believe a minordlir are not cowardly ond
that imdnent netionst ruin may chuange things. ss can be done by othor than & coup. What
ie @ifferent is that there has been wnpubiicized but apparently wide discussion of & coup
and there is .ajor division amuon those who would ordinarily b expected to pull it. this
reises the cucstion esi anything make any difference and I don t know the answer. <ou are
right about the better the ca e greater the hazard, souethfng else L had not consi
Your instinct about ke ping the nwib. of peovle who know &5 small as possible is &
good one anu is the basis of all spokery, the need-to-kuow bit. Yo date it has been rectricted
to those who wight be nart, as best I can recall. ds meont, lor exanple, rTaising the lssues
with the &CLU and with two others who were apiroached in the quest for counsel. Jim has
discussed it with a lavwyer unioont to iee
On the agencies, more than one, depending; on what seems subgtantial cnoughe haybe 4-5e
and actually what I have in mind is a private approach to the 1ain one first, beiore filing.
Informing that there has been this damage and offering to setile without going to court.
Yith an agreement to never more. 1 know this scems naieve/ But a civil suit permits deposi-
tions ang interrigatories and bEfore anything transpires in court these can be very cubarras-
sing. In the ¥OIL (FPord) suit time for recponse has passed without response and Jim is
considerin: asking the court to o:der responsc. I've left decision to his. 4nd on a nuu-
ber of occasions I have been gsiven what I -anted rather than foreing me to go to court.
I 4hink it is not imposuible because of the alternatives for them. You pose thosc for me well!
I lean inereasingly to the belief that the grester possibility of a coup is against
him rather than for or by him, if only because the country reelly is going to hell as the
pepers do not show. The statistics are phoney on anemployment, ‘emember a note long :
about the cxpectation of 89, maybe 1072 The unemployment offices are on overtime and
wable to keep up with the leeds.But the significent factor here is not the little ones who
are hurt byt the bigs ones this really rcprese¥ﬁso Ofihand, without thought, there seunm to
be no beneficiaries oxcept the oil certel. +sn t ~veryone else hurting? Including nilitary?
" Bo, it ic as you say, Mwhat sort of environment." “ere I fhink it is still clondy.
and I wonder if I could be holpful to those who dor.t want a coup by him - or him -
Cang if they are really s sus wne nunercus encugh, with the novers

about




Your survey the battlefield figure is apt. &% the moment we can do no more and we,
can now do it with wider vigion,
There is no possibility of initiating anything until the “altimore matter is over.
4 have besn told to hold this month clear for it. Of course that is priority and will be,
Hpanwhile, the time you took, which I much appreciate, has directed me to think where
have not and I'11 aly your letier aside o take up with Yim, do he can be aware of it.
£ you have any more thoughts, I hope you can find time to gend them.
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You have done a1l you can cnd you told it au is. Like so
experience on which to draw, they seek eany solutions mnd disre
teuwporary security can uean. “his probably hooks more people than anything else.

towever, there is another side, and that is the need for authentic, fairly honest
and non-political scholarship and plain competent translations. The larger part of the
intelligence egtablishm
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nt is really cngaged in the equivalent of straight research in
which, if honest, the indivihdual researcher fe no real conscience problems.

This umay well be the case with Hil. and ] presence on the scene plus this exporience
nay lead to something academic. I think Chinese studies are about to be expanded enornously.
With increasing relations and the wrgeut necd this country has for ordiary frade, the
forces are now beyond restraining and the normal grovth will require what it requmires.
Inig means people who are prepared, so there is a probable future.

Jecause it is so scarce a skill he has, he may have a very bright future and he
may easily be tempted into academic, comiercial or industrial employment. lope s0.

4lso share your other hopes! The poseibilities vou see are very real.
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Weather is now a respectable topic again. It is near the freezing temperature at midday
and 4 gloat at getting along ok in #il's absence with the heating system off ¢ntirely! I
won t turn it on until I got for her anu then I'1l heat to no more than 63-4. last night
it Vas botween 0—100, I slept until almost 6 today, and had it not uncomfortable for her
when I awakened her» at 7. (I also feel zood about snother 20-hour day yesterday and no
great fatigue today. I think it is important to cope or to try when it is impossible, so
there is an emotional good in all of this for me.) I am accumulating a large stack of down
wood from our several wild acres and yesterdsy enjoyed very much carrying it down the steep
hill and then carrying it to near the house for sawing, the uncut belng easier fo cuarry
than the cub. If Yaldron doesugt come this week I may start using the fireplace full-time
this week, if I can get enough sawed. I've got some green trees marked for all-night wood.
Getting them will depend on the weather. But with the cost of oil, such measures are vital
for those with as 1little cash as we have.ind there isn't ruch we can do to weatherproof
this fortunately tight house. Tekes a strong wind for us to feel it. We hope for the sun
with all the Thermopane. Out two coldest months are now and vwe're kind of adjusted now

Sy Hersh 12/9 and 10 picces: I do hsve 10-ornly, thanks. Surprised IR didn't send, but I
guess school is keeping him too bugy and he h.d editing of his book to go over. He didn't

coume Tor holidays I believe first time,

Thanks,



