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Variations On a Thume About Husso

Fy doubts about lerry Russo are in Cswald in New Grleans, expiiclit enough for
Sal Panzeea to have understood, which led him %o tell me he had much on Russo they didn't
use, deening it not necessary. liobody ever padd attention to it ~ua when L called it %o
Gaxrison®s attention, it is now epparent he also did nothing, The clue was in Jde having
an “Ogwald® handbill at his Baton Houge home when a sportsuriter was there from ...Us I
questioned him about this a mmber of times, never getting anything satisfactory bacic,
Be admitted he nust have been at one of the distributions but claimed he had no recole
lection of its If he hod besn and saved, he'd recall, 3o hocould be lying. “t is also
possible that someone gove it to him, soweshing he'd aleo remesber, Oswald having soon
emough become a celebrity and not long thervcafter tie corpse of an infamy, 4s soon as
1 had s chance Lo do & little superficial looiking around I was full of themmost serious
doubte ebout hin and ono of the possibilities toat ocourred is that he was some king
of plant, Nov I digress. To get to the point.

Recently I've poinied out a number of parallels between Farewell Amorics and a
comdng book attriduted to and ghooted for on Jose *uis Homeiroe Hoth heve this in cowon:
a bullt-in sclf-degiructs heither can stand the uoot sugerficial .

Exnctly the same was frue of Rupso, Ny doubts precseded my Tirst trip to H.0.

If Russo was a plant, it wes by someone who knew and understood Garwison very well,
It is also posuible that Russo was off on his own kitk and was of the kind that “arrisom
would just go fore AT every point, there is a special touch with the Rusco story that
Im:nautmmmmwrormmmommuxwwtmzm
man he claire $o have seen at Fervie's wes Oswalde He claine no$vto havo lmown him at
the tize of the sssassination but that he wes introduced as "ledh®, exactly what Odio
aadd, a bit too mueh, One could go through all of his @ Waﬁwﬂg--ﬂhmﬁ
theyre is sorothdng like it, a rich sense of humor ‘ :

Hoffitt %o have beon his compandon that uights When she bore hisi's dasterd; their
relationship could not be doubted, and with that and her criminal vecord for presidiution
4% eould bo assumed sho'd meke no real waves, : Pr

Thie 18 the case with Farewell Americs, perhaps the =ost & expmple Laing
the one-page desoription of the essassination, jure Garrison, from those Who alaim they
wore in contact with onc of the aesassins in Mexice, So long a book, a first-person
source and so 1ittle on the crine? and that little, as with Eusso's story, exactly what
Garricon wanted to hear? inother is the gently-exaggersted flattory about Mark Lane's
work in a footnote. Another iz the inoredible sime of the alleged conspiracy, with ap
elabornte structure for no purpose, all for no purpose and alllese than amsbeurishe

These thinge find their duplications in my eerlier nmemos on Hewero, frou interviews.

Or, the pntiorn i: the same. Each had o specisl-purpose timing, and that of Bomerp
rezaine unclear, Watergate is one possibility. .

There is a possible unity puwrpose if one asks, "oul bono"™? .11 can be said to
serve intelliigence interests.

iupso has long been out of my thinkinge Fhis retumned to mind on reading Dymond's
covsp-exaiination of Husse in Kirkwood.

Miu.lfmmmm'hntﬂ:naimtmmmmwm
of which Watergate was purt. There is close to $90,000,000 in ynexplained funds, They
seem not to have been spent in norual and 1 don t assune they were used
for wibery. do, for what purpose rae they used or have they bBen used? With the Wash
Mtlmﬂymrﬂ&%ﬂﬂhﬁmﬂ,“wﬂhh“xchham@hﬂoﬂm
wﬂmmmmﬂmmmthwmmmwﬁuum.m
prospectes for real digging on this story are no and
be done on it.
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’ AUTHORS LEAGUE ASKS WASHINGTON TO ACT ON PUBLISHING TAKEOVERS FEB 1
The Authors League of America has written to the Senate Subcommittee on Antitrust 79
\ and Monopoly Legislation protesting what it calls "a massive wave of acquisition"
in the publishing industry and calling upon the legislators to restore some of

the houses recently taken over by giant corporations to independent ownership.
Citing recently announced plans by ITT to acquire Putnam, the ALA said that the

i, centralization of control represented by this and other takeovers of previously
independent houses "is bound to affect adversely the ability of the remaining
independent publishers to compete and to survive." It deplored the decreasing
number of outlets available to authors, particularly in the case of "controversial”
works, and suggested that big corporations were more responsive to outside pres-
sures, political and economic, on their publishing policies than were independents.
"It is argued that these dangers are avoided because the large corporate owners
allow their publishing subsidiaries to operate independently," the ALA letter
declared, but added: "This is a temporary and often illusory safeguard. The reins
of control gradually will be tightened." The letter was signed by Jerome Weidman,
as ALA president. A spokesman for the subcommittee said in Washington that the
body did not intend to look into publishing takeovers "as such," but that at
hearings in March into economic concentration in various fields, it would look

into the communications area, in which ITT figures.
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> MAILER LAUNCHES HIS "FIFTH ESTATE"

Norman Mailer, fresh from his $50-a-head 50th birthday party Monday night ("only

about a quarter the size of Truman Capote's, but at least everyone paid to come

to mine") took time out the following day to try to enlighten a puzzled press

™ about his proposal for a citizen body to check on America's "secret police'--the

44 FBI and the CIA. What he has in mind, he said, is a body something like Nader's

"Raiders or the American Civil Liberties Union, which could keep an eye on Govern-

mental surveillance activities. He has some people in mind for a steering com-
mittee to study the idea, and the "take" from his party will get the funding:

m4started. Subjects he feels worthy of study by such a group would include the

Kennedy assassination, "still a major unsolved mystery in American life," and such
TECent political events as the Watergate affair and perhaps even the Eagleton case.
Stressing that he wanted only to see if anyone was seriously interested im the
proposal, and would then back out, Mailer said "I want only to be a literary man
the rest of my life. I don't trust myself to be anything else.” Good news for

~ — Robert Markel, editor at Grosset & Dunlap for Mailer's forthcoming book on

. !Harilyu Monroe; he says Mailer's copy is still coming in on time, and the book is

“— | to be a full-length one, not just a brief essay to accompany pictures of the
 actress.
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. ] P> LIPPINCOTT GETS THE "PLANE CRASH CANNIBALS" STORY j;“ >
The 16 survivors of last October's Andes plane crash, who survived 70 days onlyg§

' by cannibalism of their companions' bodies, have given the J. B. Lippincott

- company exclusive world-wide rights to their story. Edward L. Burlingame, the -
 firm's editor-in-chief, went to Montevideo, Uruguay, along with several other &

| U.S. publishers, to bid for the story. The bidding involved guarantees of up to & ii

1 $500,000, and Lippincott won the unanimous approval of the survivors, who have ;;

' guaranteed full cooperation. Author Piers Paul Read will write the book after §§E\:§§
talkine to everyone involved in the incident. He is already in Montevideo, and S
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