1 April 1973

Dear Harold:

Just read tne Hinckle piece in tne April Esquire and
naturally don't understand it. Agres with you that the chief
mystery, however, is about Hixckle and Turner,

It seems to me that the main thrust intended is
suseested by the subtitle on the pasted-on plug glued to the cover,
where it says, after "The Hamparts Caper,” "Russian Spies, the CIA
and the JFK Assassination Conspiracy Hoax." 1In other words, any
theory about a conspiracy has to be a hoax. This &f course is not
borne out anywhere in the article. For while Hinckle does rnot
favor a congpiracy in anvthing he says, neither does he knock down

the idea that there may have been one. _
s
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This cculd account for whyASJLpasﬁs used the article,
or was psrsuaded to use it, or obtaired approval for using it.

As to why Hinckle wrote it, probably with Turner's
he.p, one can only specuasiée. Neither has a regular job that 1 know
of, and one or both may have just figured out a way to use some of
the material they had lying around.* It may, as you suggest, have
something to do with piligging the book they have out with Asinov,
although I don L see it as being too helpfvl in this respect. It is
helpful, of course in any general campaign to make Garrison look
ridicuIOus and incidentally further discredit any assassination
conspiracy theories. Ho doubt many things are left out, but the one

I find most interesting is any mention of the movie, whieh Bill
still had the last time I heard and was lending to anyone who wanted
to see it. Last sumrer or fall IV borrowzd it and showad it to a
group. I happen to know because he left it at the office for me to
return to Bill, which I arranged to do by telephone and then left it
in his car outside his house. And if Bill still has several hundred
copies of the book in his basement, this of course is an open
invimtion to hayone interested to order it.

I cannot rit this into any large® timing design,
unless it be that someone may fear that non=thinv further about the
assassination (s) may be in danger of being revealed.

Will be much interested in your own reaction&,

FYTI, Larry Bensky 1is now a RPFA regular and was one of thos
Pacifiea sent to Niami last summer to cover the conventions.. Don't know
when he 1left Ramparts, but presume it was around the time Hineckle did,
and my impression is he's been withm KPFA for somewhat more than a year.

Best,}éj B
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#PNefors throvine out the rest of the hasazine, the S5TH B n* through
it and found a note on Hinekle in the [irst taree zur o;?ga?es
which says the articie is part of a bhook he has coming out in
¥ay via Putnam: "If You Have a Lenon, Make Lemonade." D2scribed
Lhe becok as avtoeclosrapnical.



